BHISMA 


gt, Buthecould not make the fatter 
tremble in battle before him, and so again 
pierced him with many arrows. Then the 
son of Phalguna cut off the bow of the 
Kosala king once moré ; , ® 

32. And hestruck him with thirty shafts 
furnished with wings of the Kanka feather. 
Thereupon that prince Veihadvala taking 
up another bow, 

33-34. And waxing irascible, pierced 
with many an arrow the son of Phalguna. 
Indeed, O afflicter of enemies, the battle, 
that took place for the sake of Bhisma, 
between them both, O king, inflamed with 
anger and both well-versed in all manner of 
warfare, was like that between Vali and 
Vasava in the days of yore on the odcasion 
of the war between the celestials and the 
Asuras. 

Bhimasena then fighting with the 
elephant division looked highly beautiful, 
like the wielder of the thunderbolt himself 
running upon the mountains. 

36. Those elephants, huge®bodied like 
the hills, being thus slaugbtered in battle 
fell down on the earth in large numbers, fill- 
ing the earth with their roars. 

37. Those elephants prodigious ‘ike hills 
and resembling broken heaps of antimony 
appeared beautiful, as they lay prostrate, 
like so many mountains covering the earth’s 
surface. 

38. Then king Yudhisthira that great 
bowman, protected by a mighty division 


encountering the Madra king in battle be- 


gan to afflict him sorely. 

39. The highly powerful ruler of the 
Madras also, for the sake of rescuing 
Bhisma began to afflict that mighty car- 
warrior the son of Dharma in battle. 


40. The king of the Sindhus having 
— Virata with nine shafts of straight- 

ots once more pierced him with thirty 
shafts of keen edges. 

41. Then Virata also that leader of a 
division, O king, in return pierced the ruler 
of the Sindhus with thirty sharp arrows be- 
tween his breast. e 


42. Then those two ie i ofthe Matsy- 
as and the Sindhas? bath chatting ap- 
pearance and hoth furnjshed with Beautiful 
armouts, beset +9 and standards, and both 
wield léat bows andswords, appear- 
ed highly resplendent, 

43. Then Drona being engaged in that 
dreadful battle with bees ofthe Panchala 
rine: fought on fiercely with arrows of close 


44 Then Drona, O mighty monarch, 
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son, pierced the fatter with a set of fifty 
shafts. 

45. Then that slayer of Hostile ‘heroes 
namely Prisata’s son, took up another bow, 
and then he hurled at Drona a tertible’ 
mace resembling the bludgeon of Deatly 
himself. 

46. Then Drona with fifty shafts, in that 
battle repulsed that mace decked wi? 
ees of gold as it flew swiftly towar: 

imself. ‘ 

47. Then, O king, that mace cut into 
fragments bygtle artows shot from Qyona’s 

w, and splintered and shattered into 
pieces, fell down on the surface of the 
earth. 

48. « Beholding his mace thus destroyed 
that afflicter of foes, viz., the son of Prisata 
hurled at Drona his lance, excellent, and 
made of iron, 

49. Diona, O Bharata, cut off that lance 
with nine arrows in the battle, and he then 
began to afflict the great bowman, viz., 
Prisata’s son in battle. 

250. Then, O mighty monarch, for the 
stke of Biusmay raged the fierce battle 
between Drona and Prisata’s son,—battle 
that was dreadful to the extreme and terri- 
ble in its aspects. 

51. Then Arjuna sighting the son of 
Ganga rushed at him discharging sharp ar- 
rows, like an infuriate elephant rushing 
in the wébdds at acompeer in the same 
state. 

52. The fughly puissant king Bhagadat- 
ta confronte Arjuna, and held the 
latter in check with a thik shower of 
arrows. 

53. Thereupon Arjuna pierced the ele- 
phant of Bhagadatta ru8hing towiuds him- 
self in battle, with many kecn-pointed 
and iron-made arrows, all bright as 
silver, 


54. 
Sishandin, are 
Bhisma and slay 

55. Thereupon, O elder brother of Pandu 
éhe ruler of the Pragjyotisas abandoning 


Pandu's son in battle, rushed swiftly, O 
king, towards the chariot of Drupada. 


56. Thereat Arjuna, O mighty monarch, 
uickly advanced towards Bhisma, with 
dixhandin in front of him, and then there 


raged a (dreadful) fight. 

57- Thereupon, in that battle your war- 
riors, uttering fierce yells, rushed quickly at 
the son of Pandu, Then all this appeared 


The son of Kunti, O king, urged on 
“Advance, advance upon 
um,” 


having cut off the thighty bow of Prisata's }) marvellous, 
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$8. Then, O ruler of men, the army of 
your sons consisting of variows divisions, 
Arjuna began to scatter eas like a 


strong gale scattering awa in the 
wake ies . 

59. Then Sikhandin confronting the 
grandsire of the Bharatas, pierced patiently 
the latter with myriads of shafts. 


60. Then Bhisma began to consume 
tiie Kshatriyas in battle, like a fire, 
having his chariot for its fire-chambers, his 
bow for its flames, his swords, lances and 
maces for its fuel and his numerous shafts 
for its Yreadful scintillations. 


61. Just as a conflagration fed witha 
constant supply of fuel leaps from house to 
house being aided by a breeze, so also did 
Bhisma then burn tte hostile* troops 
displaying his weapons of celestial make. 


62, Then that mighty  car-warrior 
Bhisma, holding in check the division of the 
gon of Pandu (Arjuna, slew those Somakas 
in battle who followed Partha, 


63. With arrows furnished with golden 
wings and of great sharpness and depressed 
knots ; and he filled the pgints cardinal and 
subsidiary of the compass with the echoes of 
his war-cries. 

64. He dislodged car-warriors from 

their cars, and felled, O kang, horsemen with 
their chargers, he also made the mighty 
car-division look like Palmyra groves, 
trees deprived of their leafy hegds. 
' 65. Then Bhisma that foremost of ail 
wielders of weapons deprived, O king, the 
cars, the chargers andthe elephants, of 
their respective riders, in that battle. 


66. The troops then, O king, began to 
tremble, hearing the twang of his bow-strin 
and the slap of his palms, that resemble 
the thunder itself. 


67. Indeed, O lord of men, the arrows 
of Bhisma did neyer fail to hit their marks. 
Shot from his bow, the arrows did not stick 
merely on the skin of warriors and animals. 


68, Then, O king, O ruler of men, we 
beheld cars deprived of their} riders, orage 
gedon all side, with the velocity of the 
‘wind by the fleet steeds that were yoked to. 


69—71. Full [fourteen thousand high- 
famed mighty {car-warriors of illustrious 
extraction, ready to sacrifice their lives in 
battle, and unretreating and heroic, and 
owner of standards adroned with gold, all be- 
longing to the race of the Chedis, the 
Kasis and Karushas, confronting the heroic 
Bhisma who then appeared like Death him- 
self with mouth wide open, were swiftl 
despatched to the other world with all their 


cars, elephants and chargers, There was 
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not a single mighty car-warrior, i 
amoug the Somakas, ae 

92—73. Who ha confronted Bhisma 
in that battle, was able to return alive 
ftom the engagement. Beholding all those 
Warriors to the. domain of the 
lord of the rted, people then thought 
high of Bhisma'sgptowess. No car-warrior 
then ventured toerjcounter that hero, 


74. Save and except that heroic son of 
Pandu, owning cream-coloured steeds, and 
having Krishna for his charioteer, and that 
piince of the Panehalas, Sikhandin of im- 
measurable energy. 


Thus ends the hundred and seventeenth 
chaptey, the dreadful battle and carnage, 
in the Bhisma-badha of the Bhisma Parva, 


_—_— 


CHAPTER CXVIII. 
(BHISMA,BADHA PARVA.)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said':— 

1. Then, O foremost of men, Sikhandin 
having encountered Bhisma in battle, 
a the latter on his breast with ten 

10ad-headed shafts of great sharpness. 


c 

_2. Then the son of Ganga looked at 
Sikhandin with his eyes blazing in rage, 
and, O Bharata, he seemed to tens tee 
latter by his glance only. 

_3- But, O king, remembering his femi- 
ninity, Bhisma did not wound him before 
the eyes of all in that battle. The latter 
however comprehended it not, 


4. Therefore, O monarch, Arjuna said 
to Sikhandin, “swiftly rush at the grand- 
sireand slay him. - 


5: What is that you want to speak, O 
hero? Slay the mighty car-yarrior Bhisma, 
I do not see a man in the whole army 
of Yudhisthira, 


6. Who is able to fight 
battle, except yourself, 5 
This I say to you forsooth,’” 

7. Thus spoken to by Pritha’s son, O 
foremost of the Bharatas, Sikhandin 
agency Steerel thee grandsire with arrows 

various description ; 

8. But disregarding those arrows, you 
sire Devavrata, wrought up with ‘rath 
engaged to fight with Arjuna by means of 
his shafts. 

9. That mighty car-warrior also - 
patched the forces of the Pandavas By = 
ari world, O sire, with his sharp-pointed 
shafts, = 


with Bhisma in 
best of men? 
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an wt the other hand, O king, ee sons 
u, supported mi ivisions 
oo : phage in covering 


Bhisma over, 
the orb of the day. 

11. Then, O foremost of the Bharafa, 
that chief of the Bharatas thus surrounded 
on all sides, began to consume those hero- 
es in battle like a raging conflagration 
burning the woods. 

tz. Then we beheld the wonderful prow- 
ess of your son as much as he simultaneous- 
ly fought with Arjuna aud protected the 
grand-sire, 

13 Then all people were gratified with 
the feat achieved by your high-minded son 
Dussasana wielding his bow; — 

14. For then he, single-handed, fought 
with the Pandavas including Arjyna lum- 
self; he then fought so fiercely “that the 
Pandavas were unable to resist him. 

15. In that battle car-warriors were 
deprived of their cars by Dussasanaj; 
mighty horsesmen and highly powerful 
elephant-riders, 

16. Mangled with his® shafts, fell down 
on the surface of the earth. 
elephants afflicted with arrow-wognds ran in 
all directions. 

EJs bor as fire fed with fuel fiercely 
blazes forth with terrible flames, soedid 

our son consume the troops of the 
anadvas. 

18, None of the heroic car-warriois 
of the Pandava host, O Bharata, was then 
able to vanquish, nay to encounter, that 
warrior of gigantic stature, 

1g. Except Arjuna the son of the great 
Indea, having whrte steeds and owning 
Krislina for his charioteer. Then, O king, 
the ever-victorious Arjuna defeating Dussa- 
sana in battle, 

2a, Rushed against Bhisma*even before 
the very eyes of the people assembled there. 
Though vanquished, your son then depend- 
ing greatly upon the streagth of Bhisma’'s 
arms, 

21. “Furiously fought with the Pandavas 
Seerrovting is own trogps at the same tune. 


Arjuna atso;'O , engaged in battle 
appeared very beaut e 

22. Sikhandin also, O monarch, pierced 
the goegire se once with sharp arrows, 
of w the resembled that of the 
bolt of heaven abd which were tiortal like 
the viralent vendm of stiakes, 


23. These stiafts, O ruler of men, did 
not cause any the slightest pain to your 
faxtier, and then the son of Ganga received 
those arrows with a sraile, 
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24, Just as a man burning with thirst 

ly welcomes a shower of sain, so did 

also the son of Ganga receive the.shower 
of arrows discharged by Sikhandin, 

25. Then, O mighty monarch, the Ksha- 
triyas beheld Bhisma look terrible, as he 
consumed the ranks of the high-souled 
Pandavas. 

26. Then your son commanded, O sire, 
all your troops saying .—‘Assail from 
sides the heroic Phalguna. 

227. The valiant Bhisma conversant 

with all dyties will protect us in battle.’ 

Then those troops of yours dismis8ing all 
ars fought on with the Pandavas. 

28. (Again did Dut yodhana say) “Yonder 
is Bhisma, with his tall standard mar 
with the device ofa golden palmyra, strivin, 
for saving the honour and armours of 
the Dhtitarastra warriors. 

29. Even the celestials striving vigorous 
ly cannot overcome the mighty and high« 
| souled Bhisma in battle, what to speak of 
the sons of Pritha wha are mere mortals, 


. 39 Therefore, O warriors, do you not 
vun away getting Phalguna as an adversary 
, in battle. I myself, putting forth my best 
energies, shall this day battle against the 
andavas, 
gt. United with all these rulers of earth, 
all exerting their best in battle.” Hearing 
those words of your son wielding the bow, 


32. All the valiant and highly powerful 
warriors wrought up with rage, belonging to 
the clans of the Videhas, the Kalingas, the 
Daserakas, and many other tribes, 


33. Fell upon Arjuna in battle. The 
Nishadas, the Souviras, the Valhikas, the 
Daradas, the Westerners, the Northerners 
and the Malavas, © 


34. Abhishas, the Surasenas, the Sivis, 
the Vasatis, the Salavas, the Sakas, the 
Trigarttas, the Ambhasthas with the 
Kekayas, ‘ 


35—38. Then rushed upon the son of 
Pritha like a fhght of insects rushing at the 
flames of a fire. ‘Ihen,O mighty monarch,that 
aay erful hero Dhananjaya, always 
dreaded in battle,invoking celestial weapons, 
fixed them on his bowstiung, and aiming 
them at those hundreds of enemy's divi« 
sions of car-warriors swiftly consumed them 
all, by means of those powerful darts of 
great velocity, like fire burning down a ftight 
of insects. Then the bow Gandiva of 
that resolute bowman appeared resplendent 
as he shot myriads upon myriads of arrows 
from it. Then, O mighty monarch, those 
Kourava warriors with their tall standards 
splintered into pieces, 
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39—4i. Ventured not, even in a body, 
to proceed against Arjuna owning the stand- 
marked with the device of an ape. 
Afflicted with shafts the diadem-decked 
Arjupa, car-warriors fell with. their stand- 
asl, horse-ridecs with their hér’es and 
ephant-riders with theic elephants. Then 
the earth become soon covered with divisions 
of kings flying in all directions in conse- 
ncé of the shafts shot by the arms of 
rjuna, Then having oagat gk crushed 
the enemy’s ranks, the son of Pritha, 

42 Sped numerous shafts at your son 
Dussasana. Those  iron-tipged arrows, | 
having pierced Dussasana, 

43- VPenetiated the earth like so many 
snakes entering their holes in ant-hills. 

hen Arjuna slew the steeds and cligiiptee: 
of the latter. 

44. Then that valiant hero deprived 
Visinsat: of his car with twenty shafts and 
wounded the latter with five shafts of | 
straight-knots. H 

45. Then the son of Kunti, owning white 
steeds, having pierced Kripa, Vikarna, and 
Salya with many iron arrows, deprived them, | 
of their cars. . c 

46. Thus deprived of their chariots, O 
sire, Kripa, Salya, Dussasana, Vikarna and 
Vivinsati, 

47. All fled away from the field of battle | 
being completely worsted by Savyasachin, 
Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, having 
vknquished the mighty car-warnors at the 
forenoon, 

48. Partha then blazed forth in battle | 
like fire without even one curl of smoke. 
He then, in consequence of his pouting 
atrowy showers, looked like the sun scatter- 
ing his myriad rays in all directions. 

49. He felled also, O mighty monarch, 
many rulers of the earth all mighty car- 
warriors, having compelled them to turn 
therr faces away from theyfield of battle. 


50. Then, ©’ Bharata, between the 
aimies of the Kurus and the Pandavas, he 
caused a mighty river of bloody current to 

Wey 
‘sr. Large bodies of eléphants, steeds |, 
and cat-wartiors were slain by car-wartiors ; 
and many were the car-warriors slain by 
elephants and many the horse-nteh slain by’ 
foot-bblditrs. 

“52 In all directions then fell many 
heads and bodies cut in the middle, of car- 
warriors, horsemen and élephant-riders, 

-53- The field of battle, O king, became 
stcewn with fallen and falling bodies of 
taany reyal car-warriors even then decked 
with bracelets and graced with ear-rings, 
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54. The field was alsocovered aver with 
tarny bodies mangled by car-wMeels and 
trampled upon by elephants. Foot-soldiers, 
and horsemen with their chargers fled away 
ineg}] directions. 

55. Elephants and car-warriors fell in. 
all directions, Many were the cars that 
then lay scattered on, the, field with theic 
wheels, standards and yokes splintered into 
pieces. 

56. Then the field of battle besprttered 
with the gore of eluphanis, horses and car- 
wartiors, appeared beautiful hke the autum- 


i nal sky covered with spe ks of red cloud, 


57. Dogs, crows, viltures, wolves and 
jackals and other beasts set up loud yells, 
at the Light of food that was then before 
them. 

58. Then, when Rakshasas and evil 
¢pirits were seen to roar therc, various kinds 
of winds began to blow in all ditections. 


59. Strings of gold and precious stan- 


| dards were seen suddenly to be fluttered by 


the wind, and®began to tremble. 


60. ‘Thousand? of white umbrellas, and 
pag mighty car-warriors with their stan- 
dards, were seen strewn on the surface of 
the eaith. 


61. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, 
Bhigma having invoked into existence a 
celestial weapon rushed at the son of Kunti 
even before the very eyes of all bowmen. 

62. Then clad in mail Sikhandin con- 
fronted him rushing in battle. Wheieupon 
Bhisma withdrew that dart resembling fire 
itself, 

63. Meanwhile Kunti's son owning 
white steeds having canfounded the grand 
sire began to slaughter your forces. 

Thus ends the hundred and eighteenth 
chapter, the fierce battle and carHage, tn 
the Bhismaxbadha of the Bhima Parva, 


—_—_—_— 


CHAPTER CXIxX, 


(BHISMA-BADKA PARVA)— 
, Continued, 


Sanjaya‘said :-—. 
1. Wher the division of the -two ‘armies 
strong in numbers and artanged in order of 
battle, metone atdther, alt the unretreating 
heroes, Q Bharata, then rushed to battle, 
keeping in view the regions of Brahma, 

2. In that pell-mell fight, neither similar 
divisions fought with their simnilars, nor sear 
warriors with car-warriors, nor foot-soldier- 
with foot-soldiers. . 
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3, Horsemen then fought not with horse- 
men and elephant-riders fought not with 
othenelephant-riders, But like men siezed 
with fury,O Bharata, they indiscriminately 
slaughtered one another, O monarch, 
that battle. 

4. Fierce and great was the carnage that 
then spread itself among.tle ranks of the two 
armies, as men and elephants, by hundreds, 
were scattered slain in all directions, 

. In that fierce battle the slaughter was 
indiscrcatnate. Then, O Bharata, Salya, 
Kripa, Chitrasena, 

6. Dussasana and Vikarna, all riding 
on tesplendent chariots, and all mighty 
heroes, made the host of the @gndavas 
tremble in battle before them, 

7. The army of the Pandavas thiy slaugh- 
tered by those high-souled warriors, was 
caused to wheel in various motions, like # 
bark tossed by the wind on the waters (of 
the sea), 

8. Just as bleak wintry cold penetrates 
into the very vitals of the kine, so did then 
Bhisma cut the army of tle sons of Pandu 
to the very quick. 

9. Then many elephants of gour army 
booking lke newly-formed clouds, were felled 
by the high-souled son of Pritha in that 
battle. a 

10. The leaders of hosts of combatants 
were then seen to be crushed and mangled 
by the son of Pritha with his arrows and 
lances shot by thousands. 


11—12. Mighty elephants fell there set- 
ting up loud yells of agony and distress. 
The field of battle then looked beantiful 
being strewn over with the ornament-decked 
bodies of slain warriors of high soul, as also 
with their heads graced with ear-rings. In 
that conflict, O monarch, so destructive of 
mighty heroes, 


13—14. When both Bhisma, and Dha- 
nanjaya theson of Pandu were displaying 
their prowess, your sons beholding the 
grandstre strive vigorously in battle, O king, 
rushed at the head all of their troops. 
Desirous of death in batile, and looking 
upon heaven:as, their final goal, 


. They fushed against the Panda 
ta that butte Gdestruative of many heroes. 
The Pandavas O monarch, remember- 
ing the diver and hardships 

nen dees or and dismissing ali 
fears, . attaining re- 
giens af Brahma, ° 
‘Cheerfally fought 
and your soms, 


en with 


your 
Then that mighty | riors were able to look at him, 
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car-warrior the vommander of the Pandava 
host addiessing lis troops said :-- 

18. ‘Rush you, O Somakas, together with 
the Srinjayas at the son of Ganga." Heat-' 
ing those words of their commander-in- 
chief, the Somakas and the Srinjayas, 

19- Though afflicted with showers of ar- 
rows rushed at the son of Ganga. Thus 
assailed, Q king, your father, the son ol 
Santanu, - 


20. Influenced by wrath fought with the 
Stinjayas. To your highly renowned father, 
O sire, in the days of yore, the intelligent 
ama, ’ 

2t. Imparted a lesson in the use of wea 
pons that were capable of destroying the. 
hostile sanks. Degending upon that instruc- 


tion of his and thinning the ranks of th 
enemy, . 
22. The old grandsire of the Kurus, viz., 


Blusma that slayer of hostile heroes day 
after day slaughtered ten thousand wairiois 
belonging to the Pandava host, 


23- On that the tenth day of the battle, 

foremost of the Bharatas, from among 
the Matsyas and the Panchalas, Bhisma, 
single handed, 


24. Having slain ten thousand elephants, 
few also seven mighty car-warriors. ‘Thea 
the great grandsire also slew five thousand 
car-warrtiors, 


25. IP that fierce battle in addition to 
all this, fourteen thousand foot-soluiers, one 
oc oan elephants, and ten thousand 
stee 


26. Were slain, O ruler of men, by 
your father through his supeiior education, 
Then reducing in number all the divisions 
led by ruleis of earth? 


27. Bhisma slew Satanika the dear-loved 
brother of Virata, Having slain Satanika 
in battle, the valiant Bhisma 


28. Felled thousand royal warriors with 
broad-headed shafts, All those Kshatriyas 
of the Pandava host, that followed Dhanan- 
jaya, 

29—30. Approaching Bhisma, were des- 
patched to the abode of Death. ‘hus oo- 
vering the ten points of the compass with 
the net-work of his arrows, as also thea 
of the Parthas, Bhisma remained . the 
master of the situation. On that the tenth 
road of the battle, achieving marvellous 
eats, 

- Bbisma stayed between the two ar. 
PR holding ‘his bow and arrows in Nie 
hands. O king, then none of the poyal ware 


204 


32. 


Just as in the days of yore, Sakra afflicted 
the hosts of the Daityas, 

3. So did, O Bharata, Bhisma then 
afflict the ranks of the Pandavas. 
in battle, the slayer of Madhu, 

34. That son of Devaki, je fully address- 
ed Dhananjaya saying :-—' 
two armies. 


35- Slay him by putting fort! your prow- 
ess, and victory will be yours. Check hi: 


through your prowess even there where he 


is penetrating our ranks. 


None among us, © lord, is capable 


afbcedes the shafts of Bhisina save and 
except your mighty self.’ Then, O king, 
thus urged on, Dhananjaya owning a stand- 
ard bearing the device of an ape, 


37-38. Rendered 
standard, chariot and horses, invisible by 
his shafts. Then that foremost of the Kuru 


chiefs (Bhisma) also, with the shower of 


his own arrows scattered the arrowy down- 
our discharged by that son of Pandu. 
Thereupon the king of the Panchalas, ang 


the valiant Dhristaketu, 

39. Pandu’s son Bhimasena, Prisata’s 
son Dhristadyumna, the twins Nakula and 
Sahadeya, Chekitana, the five Kekaya bro- 
thers, 


40. The mighty-armed Satyaki, the son 
of Subhadra, Ghatatkacha, the sons of Dru- 
pada, Sikhandjn, the highly powerful Kunti- 
voja, 


41. Susarman, and Virata, these and 
many other mighty heroes of the Pandava 
host were then afflicted by ‘the shafts of 
Bhisma, 


42. Then from thw ocean of grief in 
which they were sunk, they were rescued by 
Phalguna. ‘ Thereupon grasping an exgel- 
lent weapon Sikhandin 


43- Assailed Bhisma, being protected 
by. the diadem-decked Arjuna. Then 
slaying all the followers of Bhisma, and 
knowing what should be done in batile 
after what, 


44. The unvanquished Vibhatsu rushed 
@ven at Bhisma himself. Then Satyaki, 
Chekitana, Dhristadyumna of the Prisata 
race, 


45. Virata and a, the'two sons 
of Madii begotten by Pandu, all rushed 
Rgainst Bhisma, their attack being covered 
hy the fim bowman Arjuna. 


Who then resembled the summer 
sun scorching the worid from the meridian. 


Then 
beholding Bhisma thus display his prowess 


onder is Bhis- 
ma, the son of Santanu staying between the 


Bhisma with his 
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46. Then in that battle, Abhimanyu 
and the five sons of Draupadi all with wea- 
pors upraised rushed against Bhisma. 


47. All those finn bowmen, never re- 
eteding from the fight, pierced Bhisma yn 
many parts of his body with arrows steadily 
directed, 

48. Then bafflmg aif those arrows shot 
by those foremost rulers.of earth, that war- 
rior of undepressed soul (Bhisma) pene- 
trated into the ranks of the Pandavas. 


49. The grandsire then repulsed all 
those arrows as if in He did not 


apart 
| aim any shaft at the prince of the Pan- 


chalas, but laughing y looked at him now 


and then. 


50. Remembering Sikhandin’s femininity 
Bhisma sped not a single arrow at the for- 
mer. Buc that migh y car-warrior then 


| ~lew seven of the Lest car-warriors of 
; Drupada's division. 


51. Then asthe Matsyas, the Panchalas 
and the Chedis rushed against that single- 
handed warrwr, loud became the din and 
confusion that the arose. 


52. Then like clouds covering the sun, 
all those lgroes, O affluter of foes, covered 
on all sides wath foot-soldsers, horse-men 
and car-warriors and with a net-work of 
arrows, 


53. That single-handed son of Bhagi- 
rath, viz., Bhismma, who was then scorching 
the foe in battle. ‘Ihen in that battle 
between Bhisma on one side and all 
the Pandava heroes on the other-—bat- 
tle that resembled the one between the gods 
and the Asuras—Kiritin placing Sikhandin 
in front of him began to pierce Bhisma, 


Thus ends the hundred and nineteenth 
chapter, the prowess of Bhisma, in the 
Bhisma-badha of the Bhisma Parva. 


—— 


CHAPTER CXX. 


(BHISMA-BADHA PARVA,)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thus all the Pandavas, placing 
Sikhandi., before them and surrounding 
Bhisma on all sides began to pierce. him in 


2. Then with terrible Satagheis, with 
bladgeons, battle-axes, maces, mialléts, 
thick short clus, atid lances, ‘and other 
missifes, , i 

3. With arrows furnished with ‘goldeti 
wings, with darts, javelins and' Kimpavias, 
with Navachas, Vatsedantas, and Bin 


| seerdis, 
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ac The Srinjayas united ther began 
en hound’ Siteea in battle” Then when 
his..armour. was shattered and ‘he himself 
overwhelmed with many arrows, 


3—-7. Bhisma experienced no 
jerced though he was to the very vitals. 
Ban the other hand Bhisma then appeared 
fearful to his enemies:Jike ¢he all-destructive 
fire at the expiration of a Yuga,—fire, whose 
flames were constituted by his efulgent 
arrows and bow, whose (friendly) gale was 
censtituted by the vibrations of air pro- 
duced by the shafts shot by him, whose 
heat was constituted by the clatter of his 
car-wheel, whose splendour was constituted 
by his mighty weapons, tongues by his 
vatiegated bow and‘fuel by the deseruction 
of heroes. “Wheeling in the midst of those 
car divisions, he sometimes camg out of 


the press, 


8. And sometimes again was seen to 
career vapidly through them. ‘Thereafter 
without regarding the king of the Pan- 
chalas and Dhristaketu, rs 


g—1t. Bhisma, O rule of men, pene- 
trated into the very heart of the Pandava 
ranks, Then with arrows of. excellent 
make and great sharpness, all tapable of 
penetrating all. kinds of armour and 
producing great whizz, and charged with 
got velocity, Bhisma pierced deeplyethe 
allowing six car-warriors, viz. Satyaki, 
Bhima, Dhananjaya the son of Pandu, 
Drupada, Virata, and Dhristadyumna of 
Prisata’s race. These mighty car-warriors 
also resisting those sharp arrows shot by 
Bhisma, 

12. Pierced-him with force, each shooting 
fen arrows. Those dreadful arrows which 
that mighty car-warrior Sikhandin shot, 


pain, 


13. And which were furnished with wings 

of gold and whetted on stone, quickly 
penetrated the body of Bhisufa. here- 
upon the diadem-decked: Arjuna waxing 
wroth rushed at Bhisma, 
. 14.'. And placing Sikhandin before him, 
he cut off the bow of the latter. Then 
the following ‘sevene mighty car-warriors 
did not brook that cuttiiig off of Bhisma’s 
bow, warriorg namely, 


age Dp ong,  Keitayarman, adrath 
Ce awter ee Sindhus, a Sala, 
alya, and Bhagadatta, « a 
2,16. Tlited: Seeker - car-warriors, ‘waxing 
Micible and ‘displnying ‘weapons of .celes- 
at sahé ruttied against the diadem-decked 


deed excited to the highest pitch 
; ome that son of Panda 
“Fwkelé tise arrows). “Great 






& 





a 


“vo 


was the “din that arose as they rushed 
against Phalguna’s chariot. 

18, Hearing that dreadful din, the. 
mighty car-warriors of the Pandaya host 
rushed to battle desirous of rescuing that 
foremost of the Bharatas, viz., Phalguna. 

19. Then Satyaki, Bhimasena, Pris- 
ata’'s son Dhristadyumna, both Virata 
and Drupada, the Rakshasa Ghatatkacha, 


20. The enraged Abhimanyu, all thése. 
seven warriors seized with fury and wield- 
ing variegated bows rushed to battle, at the 
top of their speed. 


21. Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
ke the battle between the  celestials 
and the Danavas, the battle between those 
seven car-warriors of each army raged 
fiercely*causing tht hair to stand erect, 


22. In that batile, protected as Jie was 
by Dhananjaya, that excellent warrior 
Sixhandin, with ten shafts pierced Bhisma 
whose bow had been cut off. 


23. He then pierced the latter’s charioteer 
with ten shafts and with another one shaft 
cut off his standard. Then Ganga's son 
tok up another bow of superi :r toughness. 


24—25. But that again was cut off with 
three sharp shafts by Phalguna. ‘hus that 
sgorcher of foes that son of Pandu namely 

avyasachin, excited with wrath again and 
again cut off all the bows that Bhisma took 
up. Then excited with wrath in conse- 
quence ofghis bows being cut off and licking 
the corners of his mouth, 


26. Bhisma took up a lance with light- 
ness, that was capable of rending even the 
breasts of mountains; and inflamed with 
rage he hurled that lance at the car of 
Phaiguna. 


27. Beholding that Jance course towards 
himself like the blazing bolt of Heaven, the 
son of Pandu took up five sharp broad- 
headed arrows. 


28, Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
inflamed with rage, Arjuna with those five 
arrows, splintered into five fragments that 
lance hurled with strength of Bhisma’s 
arms. 

29. Then shattered by the wrathful 
Arjuna decked with a dtadem, that lance 
fell down like forks of lightning torn away 
from large masses of clouds. 

30. Belolding his lance severed, .Bhisma 
became inflamed with rage; and that hero, 
that. subduer of hostile cities began to think 
with the help of his understanding thus —. 

3t. “I can slay even with a single bow 


all’ these ‘Pandavas, if the highly powertul 


Visaksena (Krishna) be not theit protec- 
tor. ~ 
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32. I shall not fight with the Pandavas 
for two reasons, viz., for the unstayableness 
of the Pandavas and fer the feniimnity of 
Sikhandin. 


33. Formerly on the occasion of his 
marrying Kali, my father graufied with 
me, accorded me two boons, viz., death at 
my pleasure, and unslayableness in battle. 


- 24. JT now think that the proper time 
for my death has airived.”  Ascertaining 
tus to be the intention of Bhisma of un. 
measurable eneryy, 


35 Ghe Rishes and Vasus 6tationed in 
the tirmament then tnus addressed Blism 
saying —'*What you have resolved upon 
O sire, is also our dear will, 


36. Therefore, O manarch, follow up 
in action what you have resolved; and 
withdraw your heart from fight.” At the 
conclusion of these words there began to 
blow an auspicious breeze, 


37. Fragrant and moistened with sprin- 
kles of water, from all directions. Celes- 
tru! drums were also sounded emitting 
great din, 


38. And, O sire, ovér Bhisma fell a 
shower of blossoms. As those Rishrs and 
Vasus spoke, O king, none heard then 


39 Save the mighty-armed Bhisma an@ 
myself thiough the prowess of the sage 
(Vyasa) O rulerof men, great was the 
flurry that was then found among the Gods, 


40. As they thought of the fail of 
Bhisma, that favourite of all the worlds, 
‘Lhen heating thoge words of the celestials, 
that hero of great ascetu. wealth, viz, 


4t. Santanu’sson Bhima assailed nat 
Vibhatsu, although he was then being 
Pierced by sharp shafts capable of pene- 
icating through all armours. 

42. Then, O mighty monarch, Sikhandin 
inflamed with wrath struck the grandsire 
of the Bharatas on the breast with nine 
shafts of great sharprygps. 

43. Then, O mghty monarch, Sikhan- 
din tnflamed with wiath struck the grand- 
sire of the Bhat:atas on the breast with nine 
Shafts of great shatpness. 


44. Then smiling and stretching his 
bow Gandiva, Vibhatsu wounded Ganga’s 
son with twenty-five short thick shafts, 


45. Then again under the influence of 
wrath, Dhananjaya pierced him quick on 
all parts of his body and to the vitals, with 
one hundred shafts more. 


_46. Thus pierced by many other war- 
riots with thousands of arrows, the mighty 
car-warrior Bhisma pierced them all in 
return quickly with his own arrows. 


| dadem-decke 


a 


MAHABHARATA, 


7. Thea Bhisma of prewess. polsitg 
in battle, with his own shafts of 
knots simultaneously baffled aft these 
argows shot by the hostile warriors. 

48, Those arrows furnished with den 
wings and whetted on stone *that Sikban- 
din the mighty carywarrior shot at him 
could not product any the slightest paw 
to hin. 

49. Thereupon inflamed with wrath the 
Arjuna placing Sikhandin 
before him rushed at Bhisma and cut off 
the latter’s bow. 


50. ‘Then hg pier€ed Bhisma_ with ten 
arrows and with another cut down the 
latter’s ,sfandard; then with ten other 
arrows he caused Bhisma’s charioteer to 
tremble. 


S1—52. Then that son of Ganga took 
fp another bow of great toughness. Then 
in that battle, within a twinkhng of the 
eye, Arjuna cut off with three sharp broad- 
headed arrows that bow as soon as it was 
taken up. Thus Arjuna cut off successively 
all the bows that the son of Ganga took 
up one after another. 

53: ‘Tlyreupon Bhisma the son of San- 
tanu did no longer assail Vibhatsu, then 
the latter pierced the former with twenty- 
five small arrows. 


54. That mighty bowman thus ay 
pierced addressing Dussasana said ~'' This 
mighty car-warrior of the Pandava host, 
viz,, Pritha’s son Arjuna, wflamed with 
rage, 


55. 1s afflicting me in battle with many 
thousands of arrows. ‘[his one 1s incapable 
of being conquered even by the wielder of 
the thunderbolt. 


6. atding me, i may say that all 
ae es: celestials, Danavas and Rakska- 
sas, united together, can not vanquish me 
im battle, what to speak-of human ear- 
warriors ?” 


57. Thas when they were conversing 
with one another, Arjuna, placiog Sikhan- 
din before him, — to pierce Bhisma in 
battle with shafts o! great harpness. 

8. Three pierced with shar 
une ae oy of the Gandiva, Bhisma once 
more aidréssing Dussgsana smiliogly said : 


“These.acrows of touch resembling 
acres ca Soon coming ipsa aor 


broken line me have . 

ch b jain Sure! wa. 

Shinfendis's oe 
into my r we 

armour, these arpywe are 


arrows by 
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Tke wo many bludgeons. Surely they are 
not Sikhardin’s. ° 


6r. Of the touch like that of a Bral- 
mana’s rod, of velocity like that of oe 
thunderbolt and tacapatie of being repulsed, 
these arrows are sucking out my vital 
energies, Surely they are not Sikhandin’s, 

62. Of touch heavy Itke that of a mace 
or a bludgeon these arrows are destroying 
my vital breaths like so many messengers 


of Death, Surely they are not Sichan- 
din's. 
63. Like infuriate snakes of virulent 


venom with their tongues protruding out, 
these arrows are penetrating into,my very 
vitals, Surely these are not Sikhaadjo's, 


64. These are the arrows of Arjuna 
and not of Sikhandin, arrows that gre cutt- 
ng nre to the quick like the bleaknéss of 
winter cutting kine to the quick. 


65. Saveand except the heroic wielder 
of the Gandiva bow, that owner of the 
standard maiked with the devige of an ape, 
ors, the ever-victorious Arjuna, all the 
other monarchs umted tégether can not 
afflict me.” 


66. Having thus spoken, the highly 
powerful Bhisma as if desirous of con- 
suming the Pandavas, hurled at Pritha's 
son a (terrible) lance. _ 


67. Thereupon with three arrows cult- 
ing that lance into three pieces, Arjuna 
felled it down on the ground, O Bharata, 
even before the very eyes of all the Kuius 
heroes, 


68. Thereafter Ganga’s son grasped a 
buckler of the polish of gold, as also a 
resplendent sword, desirous of reaping either 
vittory or death. 

69. But before he (Bhisma) could de- 
scend from his chariot, Arjuna with his 
siiafts splintered that buckler inte hundred 
fragments. {Indeed that looked like some- 
thing marvellous. 

. Theéreupon, king Yudhisthira urged 
oo be own division pas —“Assail Oh 
pide} Ganga. Eutertgin not the shghtest 
ear. 


71, — oo all oe ne 
tvoopa, «mitt! vagces, arrows,, battle- 
axes, excellent swords, dong shafts of great 
sharpness, ', 

72. With Vetsadantas; ~ pres 
heathed arrows, t wgainst that single 
wartior. Then was the din of War 
crits that rang ,thtough the Pandava 
ratiks, 


° 
, Similarly, O king, your sons all 
seeing Bidens Vidorious rushed 
rescul ‘vhar singte hero, and 
5 x 4 
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they also set up a mighty uproar caused 
by their yelis and war-cries. 


74- Thenon that the tenth day when 
Bhisma and Arjuna contested with one 
another, fierce was the fight that raged 
between your soldters and those of the 
enemy. 


75 Then atthe spat where the hostile 
troops clashed and smote down one anotham 
an eddy seemed to start up into existence 
like that occurring at the spot where Ganga 
meets the ocean. 


76. Deluged with blood the eartW then 
sumed a hideous aspect, and her undula- 
lations were lost to sight. 


77- Having slain ten thousand warriors 
on that ghe tenth gay of the fight, Bhisma 
stood on the field while his vitals were 
being pierced into by Arjuna. 


78 Then Partha, holding his bow and 
standing at the head of his divisions, 
broke the Kuru ranks in the very centre of 
their array. 


79 ‘Lhen afraid of that son of Kunti 
vz ,Dhananjryr the ewner of cream-colour- 
ed steeds and afflitted with his sharp arrows, 
we then began to fly away from the held of 
battle. 


®o = Then the Souviras, the Kitavas, the 
Westerners, the Northerners and the 
Malavas, the Ablushahas, the Surasenas, 
the Sinis, the Vasatis, 


81 The Salwas, Sakas, the Trigarttas, 
the Amvastas, the Kekayas,—all these 
illustrious warriors, afflicted with sbafts, 
and pained with their cuts, 


82. Did not abandon Bhisma in 
battle who had been fighting with the 
diadem-decked Arjuna, Then surround- 
ing the single cir-wartior Buisma, large 
numbers of the enemy, 


83. Covered tim uh arrowy showers, 
having at first defeated the rest ot the Kuru 
warricrs. “Slay” ‘ Seize’’* * Tight” “Cut 
into pieces,” 


84" Such were the cries, O king, that 
were then heard round Bhisma’s chariot. 
Bhisma then slaughtered his foes by 
Rundreds and thous indy, 


85—84. But then there was not evena 
space of two fingets im ail his body that 
was not mangled with shafts Thus then 
your father, mangled with keen-pomted 
darts shot by Phalguna, fell down trom 
his car on the field with his head laid to- 
wards the East, a lutle before sunset 
before the very eyes of your sons. 


87 Then at the overthrow of Bhism: 
loud lamentations of “Alas” and "Oh ”* 


209 


were heard, O Bharata, among the kings, 
and the celestials in the heaven. 


88. Beholding the illustrious grandsire 
pei we all became dejected and deprassed 
at heart. 


89. That foremost of all bowmen, that 
mighty-armed hero fell like an uprooted 
standard in honour of Indra, causing the 

~-garth tremble for the while. 


go. Covered closely with arrows he did 
not then touch the earth’s surface. Then 
as that mighty bowman, that foremost ‘of 
all male beings lay prostrate of his arrowy 

’ oa 

gt. Being overthrown from his car, a 
divine inspiration took possession of him. 
The rain-cloud Parjaneya then poured 
down its contents and the eartli quaked. 


92. When falling Bhisma had ma:ked 
the sun to be then on the Southern solstice 
and that hero conside:ing that hour to be 
inauspicious for paying his debt to nature 
did not allow his senses to de, art. 


93. He then also heard divine utterance 
in the heaven, viz., ‘Why should that fore 
most of all wielders of weapons, Oh, wh 
should the illustrious son of Ganga, 


94. Why should that foremost of oN 


give up his hfe when the sun is in the Sout 
ern solstice?” Hearing those words Gan- 
gfa's son said “Il am still alive.” 

95. Then desirous of yielding his life up 
during the Northern solstice, the grandsire 
of the Kurus, viz., Bhisma though fallen 
on earth still retained his vital breaths. 


96. Ascertaining that to be his intention, 
Ganga, the daughter of the Himalayas sent 
great sages under the disguise of swans then 
to Bhisma. - 

97. Thea those sages disguised under 
the forms of swans inhabiting the Manasa 
lake flew to the sky, and in a line 
came tosee Bhisma, the grandsire of the 
Kurus, 

g8. Atthe spot where that foremost of 
bien was lying. on his arrowy bed. Then 
coming to Bhisma those sages under the 
forms of swans, , 


99. Beheld that perpetuator of the Kuru 
race, viz., Bhisma laid on his bed of arrows 
‘Then beholding that illustrious one, and 
circumbulating 

109. ‘That foremost of the Bharatas, that 
son of Ganga, the sages, knowing the sun ta 
be then in the Southern solstice addressing 
one another said :— 

tor, “Why sheuld the high-souled 
Bhisma pass away when the sun is in the 
Southern solstice.” Having thus spoken, 
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the swans flew towards the Southern dirk 
tions. : 
toz. Then that highly intelligent ‘Bhisma 
beholding them and reflecting a a while 
= to them, “1 shall not yield up my 
ife, ; 
; 103. As ion the sun will remain in 
| cho Seahorse shctiin.” ‘This indocd te my 
dete: mination, | shall repair to my own for-~ 
| mer abode, 


104. When the sun will be in the North- 
ern solstice ; this, O Swans, | tell you for- 
sooth, I shall retajo my vital bieaths look~ 
ing anxiously forward for the Northern sols~ 
tice. 

105.° In as much as my giving up of my 
life 1s under my thorough control, therefore 
shall — it desirous of dying during the 
«Northern solstice. 

106. The boon that my illustrious father 
accorded me, viz., that I shalt die at my 
own pleasure, let that boon be true. 

107. As “the yielding up of my vital 
breaths hes entirely with me, I shall retain 
them.” Having then thus spoken to the 
swans, he remained (motionless) on his ar- 
rowy bed! 

108. Thus when the crest of the Kurus, 
viz, the highly puissant Bhista was over- 
thrown the Pandavas and the Srinjayas set 
up a loud war-cry,. 
tog. When that grandsire of the Bhara- 
tas, possessed of great st h was over~ 
thrown, O foremost ot the Bharatas, your 
sons knew not what to do. 

11o. Then the Kurus were totally con- 
founded; and Kiipa and Duryodhana and 
others began to wail aloud drawing long 
and heavy sighs. 

rir. With their senses deprived of their 
powers in ,consequence of grief, they re- 
mained inert and re for long aud did 
not think of fighting. ° ° 











i 
| 

112. They could not then rush against 
the Pandavas as if their thighs were 
and seized ina vice. When that uoslayable 
son of Santanu. viz,"Bhisma endued: with 
great prowess was overthrown, 

113. king , the destruction of the Karu 
acide teats a . d with 
sharp shafts and th our foremost heroes 
slain, * 

114, And crushed complete - 
to de, “Then vbtaining victory, and a high- 
ly blessed state of po Tot (herealter), the 

idayas, 

115. All endued with heroism? and 

essed of bludgeon-like arms, blew 


m3 
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ty conchs and, Gruler of men, the 
leh together with the Panchalas ther 
were filled with great delight. 

116, Then when thousands of drums 
were struck up, the highly powerfml Bhima- 
sena uttered his fierce war-cries and slapp- 
ed his arms. 

117. On the fall of thag illustrious son of 
Ganga, the heroic combatants of the two ar- 
mies laying down their weapons, fell to 
thinking. 

118. Some wept aloud, some ran wildly, 
some were overwhelmed with swoon; some 
then censured the hfe of a Kshatriya and 
some worshipped Bhisma. 

119. The sages and the Patriarchs all 
applauded Bhisma. The ancestral ‘manes 
of the Bharata race also began to praise 
him, 4 

120. Then the highly intelligent ofe 
Santanu, viz., Bhisma endued with great 
prowess, betaking himself to the Yoga 
taught in the Upanishadas and reiterating 
prayers in his mind, remained equite, anxi- 
ously looking forward for bys last hour. 

Thus ends the hundred and twentseth 
chapter, the overthrow of Bhisma,in the 
Bhisma-badha of the Bhisma Par%a. 









CHAPTER CXXI. 
(BHISMA-BADHA PARVA.)—Contd, 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1, How then, O Sanjaya, did my war- 
riocs fair, when they were deprived of the 
aid of the valhant Bhisma of god-like 
nature, who lived a life of celibacy for the 
sake of his father ? 


2. Even then did I regard the Kurus 
slain by Pandavas, when out 6f despise, 
Bhisma desisted from wounding the son of 
Drupada (Sikhandin). 

3- Wretch that I am, I hear this day 
the news of my father’s death. Alas, what 
greeter amount of grief can overtake me, 

Sanjaya. 

Surely, O Sanjaya, my heart is made 
ot the Reeciost fa st dri i much as, it 
does not burst forth at The news of Bhisma’s 

r. . i 

§- Tell me,’ O you of illustrious vows, 
what did: that foremost of the Kurus, that 
irous-of victory namely Bhisma 
when he was sverthrown in battle. 

Oh, I can net breok even thé thought 
of Devavrata’s slaughter in battle, He, who 
was wot formerly slain by the celestial 


ene ever 
do, 


aq 


70g 
of amadagni’ , alas, even he 
fs ene slain by SikiSedis sha’ priues of the 


Sanjaya said :— 

7. Overthrown at the hour of evening, 
Bhisma, the grandsire of the Kurus, infused 
grief ito the hearts of the Dhartarastras 
and delight in to those ef the Panchalas. 


8. He then lay on his arrowy bed .xjel 
his skin not touching the earth. When 
Bhisma was overthrown from his car and 
when he fell on the earth's surface, 


9. Loud ewails of ‘Alas’ and ‘OR’ were 
tatered by all creatures. When that orna- 
ment of an assembly, when that boundary- 
tree of the Kurus was overthrown, 


1o.¢ The Kshayiyas, O king, of the twa 
armies were all seized with panic. Be» 
holding Santanu’s son Blusma, with his 
armour and standard shattered, 

11. The Kurus and the Pandavas, Loth 
ceased fighting, O ruler of men ; then a pall 
of darkness overspread the firmament, and 
the luminary of the day lost its effulgence. 


+12. On the fall of Bhisma, the son of 
Santanu, the earth seemed to shriek out 
fierce yells. Zhis one is the best of all the 
Veda-knowing sages—This one is the fore- 
myst of those conversant with the Vedas, 


13. These were the words that creatures 
then addressed to that foremost of men lying 
on his arrowy bed. ‘Formerly knowing 
his sire Santanu to be under the influence 
of désire, this one, 


14. This foremost of men, deprived hime 
self of the pleasure of carnal intercourse,” 
Even thus, was the foremost of the Bharatas 
lying on his arrowy bed, 

15._ Addressed by the seers and Siddhas 
and Charanas. On the fall of Bhisma, the 
son of Santanu and the grand-sire of the 
Bharatas, 


16. Your sons, O sire, knew not what to 
do; and, O Bharata, their faces became 
cheerless and their appearance lost all 
beauty and charm ; 


17. And they stood, ashamed and over- 
whelmed with bashfulness and with countee 
ances cast down. The Pandavas on the 
other hand having obtained victory, and 
remaining the masters of the field, 


18. Blew their mi «! conchs decorated 
with net-works of Par 4 Thon, O sinless one, 
when thousands of trumpets were blown 
giving breath to their joys, 

19. We beheld, O monarch, the vali- 
ant Bhimasena, that son of Kunti, dancg 
in consequence of his ecstatic delight, 
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‘do. Le then warriors 
' possessed of great strength. A great con- 
usion then verwhdenee the Kugus. 

21 Karna and Duryodhana breathed long 
and heavily. When Bhisma the grand- 
mre of the {Curus was overthrown, 

22. Distressful cries of Alas and Oh 
arose from ail directions; and all regard for 


every thing (life and limb) was lost. Be- 
subolding hisma overthrown, your son 
Dussasana 


23. Ran at the top of his speed towards 
the division of Drona. Clad in mail and 
suppofted by his own divfsion, he was 
commissioned by his royal brother for #Te 
Protection of Bhisma. 


24. Now that foremost of men went to 
the division of Drona, making at fhe same 
time hs own troops cheerless. Beholding 
him approach the Kurus surrounded him, 


25. Desirous, O king, of hearing what 
Dussasana might say. Then that des- 
cendant of the Kuru race spoke to Drona 
of tire slaughter of Bhisma. 


26. Hearing that doleful news, Drona 
suddenly fell down from his car, but the 
valiant son of Bharadwaja soon regaining 
‘consciousness, 


27—28. Prevented his own treops, O sire, 
from fighting any longer. Beholding the 
Kurus desist from the fight, the Pandavas 
also prevented their own divisions from 
fighting, through messengers riding fleet 
‘chargers. When the troops of both the 
armies had ceased &ghting, 


29. All the kings doffing their armours 
approached Bhisma. ‘Then hundreds and 
thousands of warriors giving up fighting, 


go. Respectfully paid their homages, (to 
Bhisma) like the immortals paying homages 
to the creator himself. Then approachin 
that foremost of the Bharatas lying on his 
arrowy bed, all those herges, 


31. The Kurus and the Pandavas 
saluting him stood there. Then to those 
iurus and the Pandavas who stood before 
him having at first saluted him, . 


32. The virtuous-souled son of Santanu 
viz., Bhisma spoke these words :—‘Hail, @ 
eminent heroes, hail, O mighty car-worriors. 


33. O — heroes, I am indeed 
pleased by looking at you.” Having thus 
addressed them, he with his Head hanging 
down once niore said :— 
' 

34--35. ‘' My head is greatly hanging 
down ; give me a iow Bee my head 
‘on.’ Thereupon the kings ‘fetched many 
tpittows made of fine stuff and very soft, 
and also excellent, But the grandsire liked 
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them vot. Thereupon that foremost of men 
smiling said to those kings:— ° 

36—37. Q kings, these pillows do not 
suit a Tero's bed.” Then ieholdmg that 
foreinast of men, that chief of all car-war- 
riors in the three regions, vg7., Pandu's son 
Dbunanjaya of long arms, Bhusma addressed 
him saying :—"Q mighty-armed Dhanan- 
jaya, my head his hanging, O son, give me a 
ioanpe that you think to be suited to this 

oF mine. 


Thus ends the hundred and twenty-first 
chapter, the withdrawal of the forces after 
the tenth day's fight, ir. the Bhisma-badha 
of the Bhisma Parva. 


Pocus PTERCXXIE 
(BHISMA-BADHA PARVA)—contd, 
Sanjaya said :— 
se 


1. Then Arjyna, fixing the string on his 
mighty bow se! saluting the grandsire and 
with his eyes overflowing with sears thus 
spoke. ¢ 


2. “Command me, O foremost of the 
Kurus, O chief of all wielders of weapons. 
I xm your slave, O invincible one. What, 
O grandsire, shall J do for you.” 


The son of Santanu then thus replied 
to him saying :—‘My head, O sire, is hang- 
ing down. Fetch me, O foremost of the 
Kurus, O Phalguna, a pillow, 


4. That will be suitable to my bed, and, 
O hero, give that to me soon. You only, 
O Partha, are equal to the task, you are the 
foremost of all the bowmen ; 


5. You are conversant with the duties 
of a Kshatriya and are endowed with keen 
intelligence and modesty and bravery.’ 
Then Phalguna of great (night Saying yea 
to his words, prepared to do what Bhisma 
bade him do, 


6. Then taking yp the Gandiva bow 
and shafts of close knots, and purifying them 
with Mantras and obtaining the permission 
of that illustriows car-wéfrrior of the Bhata- 
tas, Arfuna, : 


7—8. With those sharp arrows charged 
with great bint orted Bhisma’s head. 
Then, O foremost of the Bhazatas, seei 
that Sayyasachin had rightly divined. 
thought, Bhisma of iflustrigus soul, com- 
versant ,with the essence of all things 
became gratified with Arjuna; and then 
greatly praised Dhananjaya for having 
given him that pillow. iy? 
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Then, can his lances on the 
Bharatas present there, Bhisma said to 
that descendant of the Bharatas, namely 
Kunti’s son, that foremost of all warriors, 
and that enhancer of the delight of hi 
frends. 


ro. “Q@ son of Pandu, you have indeed 
fetched me a pillow becoming my bed. 
Had you fetched me something else, i 
would have cursed you m rage. 


11, O mighty-armed hero this indeed is 
the way in which a Kshatriya not transgress- 
ing his duties, should sleep on the battle- 

d ’ 


lying on an arrowy bed.” 
12. Having thus spoken to Vibhatsu’ 
he said to all the kings and princes present 
there, the following wards. 


Bhisma said :— 

13. Behold you all the pillow the son of 
Pandu has supplied me with! I shail le 
on this bed until the sun rolls back to the 
Northern solstice. e 


14—15. Those kings that will then come 
to me shall see me (give up my life). When 
the maker of the day (sun), on his swift 
moving car yoked with seven hdtses, will 
proceed towards the point of the compass 
occupied by Vaisravana, then shall I yield 
up my vital breiths, hke a friend, biddmg 
adieu to his dear friend. 


16 O kings, dig up an entrenchment 
around herc, mangled with hundreds of 
arrows asi am,1 will offer my homages 
tothesun You, O kings, do destst from the 
bate, vanishing all thoughts of hostility. 


Sanjaya said :— 

17. Thereafter there came several prac- 
tioners of the healing art, all well-trained 
and skilful in drawing out shafts, a 
with them all the necessary Balms an 
appliances. 

18. Beholding them, Ganga’s son said 
to your son ‘—*' Paying proper respect to 
these physicians, and rewarding them with 
money, do you dismisgthem. 


19. Reduced to this condition, what neces- 
of piiysicians? 1 have attained 
to that Hlessed ex ¢ that is so epplaud- 
ed in those that obgtrve the Kshatriya 


ri 


As I lie pn this arrowy bed, it is 
not indeed my duty wo allow pe ved y be 
treated by these physicians. I should lke, 
rulers of earth, t@ be consumed even by 
. 

* . 

at. Having heard those words of his, 
yout son Ce ee all those 
physicians, having honoared them duly. 


ee 
eS 
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a2. Then the rulers of the various 
countries, beholding the religious firmness of 
Buisma of infinite prowess, were greatly 
amazed. 


23. Then having offered that pillow 
to your sire, all those kings, together with 
the mighty car-warriors of the Kurus and 
the Pandavas, 


24. Again approached the illustriowss 
Blisma prostrate on his excellent bed of 
arrows. Then ati. saluted and three 
tirges circumambulated that illustrious one 
viz, 


w75—27- Bhisma, and having arranged 
for his protection, the heroes entered their 
respective camps, for taking rest, at the 
hour af gun-set, with their bodres bespatterd 
with blood, and thBughtful and extremely 
pained. Then approaching, at a suitable 
season, the Pandavas,—those mighty care 
warriors cheerfully seated together and 
rejoicing at the fall of Bhisma,—the mighty 
Madhava said these words to Yudhisthira 
the son of Dharma. 


28, “Though good fortune, O best of the 
Kgirus, have‘you attained victory, throug 
good fortune has Shisma, that mighty 
car-warrior of un-erring a.m, incapable of 
being slain by men , becn overthrown. 


©g. Or st may be, that having, through 
Destiny, obtained you that slay with your 
very glances for a foe, that one though 
conversantgwith the use of all weapons has 
been destroyed by your angry looks." 


30. Being thus spoken to, the very virtu- 
ous king Yudhisthira replied to Janarddana 
saying —"‘Victory comes to a man through 
your grace, and defeat overtakes him 
through your wrath, 4 


31. You are our sole refuge, O Krishna: 
You give assurances of safety to your devu+ 
tees. Victory 1s not a marvel for those 
whom, O Keshaya, 


32. You always protect in battle, and 
for whose welfare you alway8 concern youre 
self. Having yourselt for our protect 


or, 
1 dB not consider anything wonderful 
for us.” 

33. Thus spoken to, Janarddana smiling» 


Sy replied —'‘Indeed, UO foremost of all the 
rulers of earth, these are words suited to 
fall from your lips only.” 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty« 
second chapter, the giving of a pillow ta 
Bhesma, tn the Bhisma-budha of the 
Bhtsma Parva, 


CHAPTER CXXII1. 


{BHISMA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O monarch, after the night had passed- 
away, all the kings belonging to the 
““Pandava and Dhartarastra hosts approach- 
ed the grandsire. 


2. Then all the Kshatriyas, having saju- 
ted that foremost of the Kurus, that hero 
rostrate on a hero's bed, that chief of all 
shatriyas, stood near him. © 


3. Repairing there by thousands, mai- 
dens covered the son a Santany on all 
parts of his body, with pulverised sartdal- 
wood, field-paddy, and garlands of 
flowers. 


4. Women, old men and children, and 
numerous other, spectators approached 
the son of Santanu, lke the Bhutas 
approaching the rising luminary of the 
day. . 

5. Trumpeteers, courtzans, mimes, acl~ 
ors and dancers and artizans, in crowds, 
repaired to that venerable grandsire of the 
Kurus. % 

6. Desisting from fight and doffing their 
armours and laying aside their weapons, 
the Kuius and the Pandavas together, 


- Approached the invincible Devavrata 
that subduer of foes. Then as in former 
days, they were friendly to one another, 
and addressed one another in agreeable 
words. 

8. Then that assembly crowded with nu- 
merous Bharata kings, and ornamented by 
the presence of Bhisma, appeared beau- 
tiful like a conclave gf the gods in the 
heavens. 

9. And that, assembly of kings paying 
their respects to the son of Ganga, appeared 
beautiful like that of the gods adoring 
their lord the venerable Grandsire (Brah- 
ma), 

to. Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
Bhisma, having overcome his pain by his 

atience, and afflicted with many darts, 

eathed like a snake. 

11. His body was burning with the pain 
caused by the arrows stuck therein, and he 
was being deprived of his senses in conse- 

uence a the weapon-cuts. Beholding those 
Soon. he then said :—‘‘Bring me water.” 

12, Thereat those Kshatriyas, O king, 
brought many excellent viands, and jars 
filled with cold water. 
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13. Thereupon Santanu's son beholdin 
water brought him said ;-'This day fore 
ward, O son, I will no longer use articles of 
human enjoyment. 

14. I have passed awny ftom the society 
> men, and = now lying?’ on this bed 
of arrows, am lyn here expectant 
of the change in the ooureee pl the on and 
moon.” 


15- Having thus spoken, and censurin 
those kings with (cruel) words, Bhisma said, 
O Bharata :--'I desire to see Arjuna.” 


16. Thereupon that mighty-armed hero 
Arjuna approaching and saluting the 
Brandsire stood there with paims folded, 
and said®*‘What shall I do.” 


17. one thatson of Pandu stand 
before Kim with folded palms, the virtuous- 
souled Bhisma highly pleased, said these 
words to Dhananjaya :— 


18, ‘My body is burning, and I am co- 
vered with your arrows. All the vital parts 
of my body gre suffering extreme pain and 
my mouth is becoming dry. 

19. Afflicted as my body is with extreme 
pain, give me water, O Arjuna, to drink. It 
is you alane, O mighty bowman, that are 
capable of supplying me with proper drink 
now. 

o. Thereupon the highly puissant 
Arjuna saying “yea” to Bhisma’s words, 
mounted on hus chariot. Then fixing the 
string to his mighty bow Gandiva, he began 
to stretch it, 

21. Then hearing the twang of kis bow 
and the slap of his arms that resembled the 
rumble of thunder, the troops and kings 
there, were inspired with terror. 


22. Thereafter that foremost of car- 
warriors (Arjuna) circumambulating that 
prostrate chief of the Bharatas, that foremost 
of all wielders of weapon, viz., Bhisma, 

23. And fixing on his bowstring an 
effulgent arrow eaekes with aphorisms 
and identified with the Parjannya weapon, 
before the very eyes of all the people pre- 
sent, c . 
_ 24. Penetrated the earth a little to the 
right of the spot where Bhisma lay, There- 
upon, there gushed out a jet of water pure 
and auspicious, 


25. And ool and nectar-like and fraugtt 
with celestial 4 nce and tastefulness, 
Then with that cool jet of water did the sen 
of Pritha gtattly : 

26. t foremost of the Kurus, 
Bhisma ef god-like achievements and en 
ess. Then secing that feat of Pritha son, 
that resembled that of Indra hiarseH’ ‘ - -\ 
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27. AW the rulers of the earth present 
there, were filled with wonder. Then behold- 
ing that feat of Vibhatsu that indicated his 
superhuman prowess, 

28. The Kurus an to shiver fke 
kine afflicted *with the chill of winter. Out 
of amazement the kings then began to waive 
their gaiments ; . 

29. And the sound of drums and the 
blace of conchs on all sides became deafen- 
ing. Then, O king, Santanu’s son, being 
greatly gratified, thus addressed Vibhatsu, 


0. Applauding him before all the heroic 
eulers of earth. “O mighty-armed hero, 
this feat is not a marvel in respect to you, 
O delighter of the Kurus. * 

31. You have been spoken of by Narada 
gs an ancient sage, O you of dazzling 
effulgence. Having the son of Vasudeva 
for your help-mate, you shall achieve grem 
deats, 

32. That even the lord of the celestials 
with his heavenly host dare ngt accomplish. 
Those that are conversant with the know- 
ledge of every thing, regafd you, O Arjuna, 
to be the foremost bowman among all the 
Kshatrayas. ® 

33. Among all human wielders of bows, 
you are unrivalled ; you are the foremost of 
@li men. As man 1s the foremost af all 
created beings of this world, as Gatuda 
is the chief of all winged creatures, 


34. As the Ocean 1s the chief of all reset - 
voirs of water, as the cow 1s the best of ail 
quadruped animals, as the sunis the foremnst 
@ ali luminaries, as the Himavatis the chief 
of all mountains, as the Brahmana ts the 
foremost of all castes, so are you the fore- 
most of all wielders of bows. 


35. The son of Dhritarastra paid no 
heed to the (salutary) counsel repeatedly 
offered by myself, by Vidura, Dgona, Rama, 
Janarddana and Sanjaya. 

36. Reft of ‘his reason, and like one 
senseless, Duryodhana then disiegarded 
our words. Pust all counsel, he shall have 
goon to fie on the field crushed by the 
might of Bhima.”’  ° 


37. H these words of Bhisma, 
Duryodhana, thé lord of the Kurus, be- 
came depressed at heagt. Then fhe son of 
Santanu; casting his eyes on him once more 
said :—" Hear » O+king, renounce 
your wrath, , 

38. You have seen, even now, O 
Duryodnana, how(the .intelligent Partha 
created that jet of water, cool and fraught 
with nectarious fragsance, . 

~ gg. There is none in the universe who 
ceo athieve the 





| 
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weapons o: which the presiding deities 
respectively are Agni, Varuna, Soma, 
Vayx, Vishnu, 


40. Indra, Pasupati, Paramesthi, Pra- 
japat:, Dhata, Tashtra, Savita, and 
Vivavasu, 


41. All these weapons are known to 
Dhananjaya only, as also to Krishna, the 
son of Devaki, and not to any one else, So 


42. This son of Pandu, O sire, is in- 
capabtt of being defeated in battle, by the 
aelestials and the Asuras united together. 
I'hese are the super-human feats gchieved 
by this illustrious hero. 


43. Therefore, O monarch, let peace 

be svon concluded with that truthful hero 

| thatpgnament of, the fleld, accomplished im 
alt modes of waffate. 


44. As long as the mighty-armed 
Krishna is under his own control let, O 
sire, O foremost the Kurus, peace be made 
with this heroic sons of Pritha. 


45. As still, O king, these your uterine 
brothers and these myriad kings hae 
| gurvive the battle, let peace be concluded. 


* 46 As long’ as Yudlusthia does not 
| burn down your army with his eyes flashin 
| the fire of wrath, let peace be conclud 
} with him, O sire. 


47. As long as Nakula, Sahadeva, and 
Pandu's son Bhimisena, do not totally 
crush your army down, let peace be made 

| with them. 


48. It hkes me best to see amity estab- 
j lished between you and the heroic Pan- 
| davas. Let the war terminate with my 
fall. Let, O sire, peace be concluded with 
the Pandavas, 


49. Let these words, 

uttered by me, 
} Ths conclusion 
j to be beneficial 
| dynasty. 
; §0 Renouncing your’ wrath, do you 
; conclude peace with the sons of Pritha, 
Enbugh has already been accomplished 
by Phalguna. Let amity be es ablished 
among you with the death of Blisma, 
Let the rest (of the waitiots) live! Re- 
lent, cclent, O monatch ! 


st. Give half of your kingdom to the 
Pandavas, Let Yudhisthira repair to 
Indraprastha. Be not despised by the 
rulers of the earth for having brewed in 
testine broils. Do not, O foremost of the 
Kurus, attain a sinful notoriety, 
pense 
ings 


r O siniess one, 
be agreeable to you. 
of peace dv 1 consider 
to you and to your 


52. With my passing away, let 
be enjoyed by the people; Jet these 


seli-same feat, The | embrace one another out of friendship. 
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Het father be reconciled to his son, let } and embrating Karna with one aym like @ 
wephew be reconciled to his uncle; let | father embracing Ins son, thus affectionately 
brother he reconciled to his brother, O king. | addressed him saying :— 


53. Ifthiough perverted understanding, & ‘‘Come, come, you were ever my 
and possessed by folly, you do not listen to | opponent, and ever tried to outvie me. Ev: 
these reasonable words of mine, then--this | (hing would not surely have fafred well wit 
Ite you for certain—you shall have to} you, had you not conie here. 
tue your fully hereinafter. ‘Lherefoie let You are the son of Kunti, and not 


" 9- 
she wat end here. that of Radha , Adluratha is not you father; 
$4 Having, out of affection, spoken | all this, O mighty-armed one, regarding 
these words to Duryodhana among all those | you, I have heard from Narada, 


kings, the son of Ganga remained ; " 
silent, ghough Ins vital parts ,were then 10. As also from Vyasa. All this there 


fore can not but be true. I tell you, O son, 
bemg consumed by those ar1ow-wounds, * 
he, overcoming tus agony, kept huwsci — that I entertain no malice agajnst 
tranquil, ‘ . 
4 11, Itused to apply harsh words to you 
Sanjaya said — | only bed redncing your prowess, = ea 
55. Hearing these salutary and peaceful | bape baceigeh nee dete Rovsvedl one BAGRTRE 
words of counscf, fraught with virtue and | * ¥ Feason whateceve*. 


worldly profit, your son refused to actup to 12, Your very birth was attended with 
them, hkea dying man tefusing to take | transgression of virtue. Therefore is your 
medicine. intellect thus (perverted), In consequence 


f your artogance and also association with 
Thus ends the huntved and twenty-third | % 9 hg ; 

chapter, the counsel of Blisma, in the ~~ agian your hears sere malice 
B uisma-badha of the Bhisma Parva. REP PEGE AR SRE a 

7 13 For this reason did I use harsh 

language @gaimst you in the assembly of 

the Kurus [| know your prowess in battle 

CUAPTER CXXIV. incapable of being borne by the foe, 

1f#” Your devotion to the Brahméf,” 

(BHISMA-BADHA PARVA}—Contd, | your bravery, and your great love for 

deeds of benevolence. Among men there 





. 
*| 





Sanjaya said — 1s none capable of rivalling you, O you re- 
1. After Bhisma the son of Santanu | S¢mbling an immortal, 

had ceased spesking, O mnghty monarch, 15. Appiehending intestine quarrels, I 

all the rulers of eaith that had come | always apphed harsh words to you. in 

there, went back to their respective | archery, in fixing the arrows on the string, 

quatters, in lightness of hands, in the force of your 
2 Hearing of the slaughter of Bhisma, | W&#PONs, 

that best of men, Vikartina’s son, terrified 16 You are equal to Phalguna or the 

to a ceitain extent, guukly came to the} illustrious Krishna. In the city of the Kasis, 

spot where Bhisma lay O Karna, h@iding the bow single-handed. 


3. ‘There he saw the illustrious hero 17- You humtlated in dattle all the 
lying on Ins arrewy bed, like the heroie | other kings, for securing the bride for the 
lord Kattikeya lying after iis buth on | king of the Kurus. Even the invincible 
his bed of reeds. - | king Jarasandha endued with might, 


4. Then the highly effulgent Vrisha 18. Ever boastful wh battle, could never 
(Karna), with lis vowe choked with tears | cope with you in fight, You are devoted 
of griet, approaching that hero lying with [ito the Brahmanas, you always love fair 
lus eyes strut, fell at his two feet. fight. Inuprowess ond might, 


5. “Iam Radha’s son, O foremost of | 19, You certainly are equal to a celes 
of the Kurus, who, whenever he became | tial child, and are tomen. I 
the object of your sight, was looked upon | relinquish to-day the wrath 1 formerly har- 
with enmaty by you.” These were the werds | boured against you. 


he then addressed to Bhusma. 30. Hemen effert can never overcomé 
6—7. Hearing those words of his, the | Destiny. O slayer of your foes; the Panda-: 


venerable Kuru grandgire, viz., the son of | yas are your uterine brothers, 
Ganga, slowly looking at him with his 


covered with film, and seeing the place 21. O mighty-armed hero, if desir 
we be solitary and dismissing his guards | to do what is agreeable to me, ther be ree 
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concited to them. O sonof the Sun, let 
hostilities see theic end at my fall. Let all 


kings of the earth be relieved of their bur- 


den of anxiety and dangers. 


Karna said :— 
22. I know all this, O mighty-armed 
hero; there is nothing to be doubted in what 
ou have spoken. You speak truly, O 
hisma. I am Kunti’s son, and not that 
of a charioteer. 

23. Iwas however disowned by Kunti, 
and I have been brought up by a charioteer. 
Having enjoyed the wealth of Duryodhana 
so long, I can not venture to disappoint his 
hopes. s 

24—25- Like the son of Vasudeva who 
is firmly resolved to do good to the Panda- 
vas, I also, have set at naught, G you that 
bestow profuse gifts to the Brahmanas, my 
wealth, my sons, my wife and even my own 
body and honour. Death resulting from 
disease 1s not, indeed, a meet end fora 
Kshatriya, O you of Kuru’s rage. 


26. For the interestsef Duryodhana, I 
have hitherto always incited the Pandavas 
against mej; the result 1s inevitable and 
none possibly can prevent it. 


27. What person ever ventures to over- 
e Destiny by human endeavour? Nu- 
us portents, O grandsire, indic®ting 
destruction of the earth, 


28. Were seen and declared in the 
assembly by you. I perfectly know that 
the Pandavas and the son of Vasudeva 


29. Are invincible by other men. Even 
with them do 1] propose to fight. I have 
firmly set my heart ig vanquishing the 
sons of Pandu in battle. 

0. I can not, on the other hand, renounce 
this fierce hostility that I cherish for the 
Pandavas. With a joyful fie performin 
the duties of my order, I will fight wit 
Dhananjaya. « 

1. Determined as I am to fight, it 

oves you, O sire, to accord me your 

rrmission. With your permission, O hero, 
intend to fight. 
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32. It also befits yous to forgwe m® 
any cruel word I might have uttered Against 


you at any time, as also any act injurious 
to you, that I might have done, through 
malice or fickleness, 


| Bhisma said :— 

33. Hf indeed you can not cast off the 
fierce hostility you have inbibed ayainst the 
Pandavs, then O Karna, I accord you 
alpaca Fight, actuated by a desire 
or attaining paradise. 

34. Free from wrath and malice, do you 
carry out the commissions of the “king, to 
whe best of your abilities and energies, and 
observant of the conduct of the righteous. 


35, I do accord youmy unqualified per- 
| Mmissior ; attain what you desire to attain, 
Through the instrumentality of Dhananjaya, 
you shall attain to those (posthumous) re- 
| gions that are secured by the observance of 
i a Kshatriya’s duties. 
| 36. Casting off arcogance and depend- 
jing on your own prowess and strength, 
| engage yourself im the fight, for, what 1s 
there more desirable toa Kshatiya than 
a righteous battle?” 

37. For long and strenuously, did 1 strive 
| to pring about peace. But I failed to 
Aceomplish the task; this, O Karna, [ tell 
you forsooth. 


Sanjaya said :— 
38. Wah 





en Ganga’s son had thus spoken, 
the son of Radha, having saluted and pro- 
pitiated the former, mounted his chanot and 
drove towarus the pavilion of your son. 


Thus ends the hundred and twenty- 
fourth chapter, the meeting of Rhisma 
and Karna, in the Bhisma-badha of the 
Bhisma Parva. 


Fints BursMa Parva. 
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| 















kills an elephant by name Ashwathaman 
and inforits Drona of the deatl» (of his 
son) Ashwithaman. Drona does not believe 
him. Drona kills the Panchalas by means 
of Brahma weapon. Drona asks Yudhis- 
thira about the truth of.the report. Krishna 
requests Yudhisthira to save Mis army by 
speaking an untruth, Bhima also requests 
him to do the same# Yudhishthira does the 
same and Drona's dejection. ‘the fight 
between Drona and Dhristadyumna, Dhris- 
tadyumna urged by Bhima cuts off Drona’s 
head. The Kurus fly away at the sight 
vf Drona’s death. Kripa informs Ashwa- 
thaman of Drona’s death who promises to 
all the Pandavas and Panchalas. An ae- 
count of OS Narayata wedpon, Yudlus- 
thira’s agidress to Arjuna who speaks of 
their unrighteousness and Bhima vindi- 
cates it.—P. 260—346. 


© 


Navayanastya-Mokshana Parva. 


Dhristadyumna ridicules Satyaki and 
the latter falls upon him. A reconciliation 
is brought akout with great difficulty by 
Krishna: and Yudhishthira. Aswathaman 
kills the Pandava* army and invokes the 
Narayana weapon. Krishna advices the 
Pandavas tg throw down their arms—that 
being the only means to pacify the Nara- 
yana weapon, They all agree except 
Bhima who promises to fight with Aswa- 
tham@n. Bhima is stupified. Arjuna and 
Krisnna get down from the car and make 
Drona to give up hisarm. The Narayana 
weapon is pacified. Duryodhana asks 
Aswathaman to use the same weapon again, 
but he expresses his inability to use it for 
the second time. The fight between Aswa- 
thaman and Satyaki. Kripa, Karta, Dur- 
yodhana, Dushasana and Vrishasena all 
proceed against Satyaki. Satyaki is ren- 
dered insensible by Aswathaman, A 
dreadful combat beween Bhima and Aswa- 
thaman. Agwathaman invokes the fiery 
weapon. Arjuna baffles it. Aswathamae 
asks Vyasa about the cause *of the failure 
of his weapon. He recounts the history 
of Narayana. Aswathaman hearing it, 
retires from the battle field. Arjuna meets 
Vyasa and enquires bim about the invi- 
sible person who helped him on the day of 
ass death. Vyasa says that he was 

ahadeva, Mahadeva’s spoiling Daksha 
An account of Mahadeva. 


P. 346—375. 


Yajna. 


THE MAHABHARATA 


(IN ENGLISH) 


DRONA 


PARVA. 


tO + et 


CHAPTER I. 
DRONABHISHEKA PARVA. 


e 
Having saluted the Supreme Detty (Nara- 


yana)and the highest of all male besngs 
Nava and also the Goddess of Learning 
(Savasvati), let us cry “Sucagss’’! 


Janamejaya said :— 

1—2. Hearing that his sire Devavrata 
of unequalled might, energy, Rurdiness, 
rowess and vigour, had been slain by 
Sikhandin the son of Panchala, O Brah- 
minical sage, what did the very powegful 
monarch Dbritarastra with eyes blinded 
with fast-falling tears, do? 

3. His son, O worshipful one, desired 
to obtain monarchy after having defeated 
the mighty warriors, the sons of Pandu, 
through the assistance of Bhisma, Drona, 
and other such heroes, 

4 O illustrious ascetic, tell me all that 
the foremost of the Kuru dynasty chd, 
when that chief of all bowmen (Bhisma) had 
been killed. 


Vaishampayana said :— 

§-_ Having héard that his sire (Bhisma) 
had been slain in battle, that ruler of men, 
Dhritarastra of the Kuru dynasty knew no 
ph fe mind, being worn out with anxiety 
ali sorrow. é 

6. When thag foremost of the Kurus 
had been thus* ing over his grief, 
thete catte again’ to him the put-souled 
son-of G i 


. O great king, Dhritaras 
as, teen Ce aensloned 
that sight returhed from 
the city named ‘the elephant 


city after 

8. ing of the doash of Bhisma, he 
became exceedingly woh longing 
‘Sipe ieone ity Baten 


amen a 
j2: 0 
the — to 


Dhritarastra said :— 

9. O son, having bewailed the high- 
souled Bhisma of terrific might, what did 
the Kurus, goaded by Destiny, do ? 


10. When that unconquerable and high- 
sGuled hero was sjain, what, for sooth, dia 
re Kurus,deep down into the sea of sorrow, 

oOo? 

1. Verily, O Sanjaya, the innumérable 
and excellent army of the high-souled 
sons of Pandu, can strike the worlds with 
keenest apprehension. 

12, Therfore, O Sanjaya, recount to me 
what the kings did, when Devavrata, the 
foremost of the Kurus, had been slain, 


Sanjaya said :— 

13. Hear, O monarch, with singleness 
of mind, the words, falling from my lips, 
regarding what your sons did when Deva-~ 
vrata had fallen, . 

14—15. O monarch, when Bhisma of 
invincible prowess had been slain, your 
own warriors and also those of the Pandava 
host, began to think of the duties of the 
Kshatriya sect ; and, O lord of men, at the 
thought,they wondered and were delighted ; 
and in obedience to their sectarian dutigs, 
they bowed down to the illustrious Bhisma. 


e 16. Then those foremost of men prepared 
for Bhisma of infinite energy a ted iareleha 
ed witha pillow, made of close-knotted 
arrows. 

17-18. Having arranged for Bhisma’s’ 
safety and having greet one another,’ 
and with the mission of the sen of 
pray ot and — piper pcan hin’ 
and tdoking' af ea er eyes 
with en, these Kshatriyas, goakdad by 
Destiny, again issued forth fer fighting, 
with one another. 


2 

eg Then to the voice of the trumpets 
andto the roar of the drums, the army 
of your sons and that of their adversaries, 
formed in battle-array. 
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32. Then like the heart of a distressed 
person looking {» a friend, their hearts 
turned towards lim (Karna); and, 
Bharata, the kings tnen broke out into ex 


20-21. When, O greatest of kings, the | Cfamations saying, “O Karna, O Karna." 


son of Janhavi (Bhisma) had fallen and 
when the greater part of the day had woin 
out, these foremost o€ the Bharata race, 
overpowered by the influence of their wrath, 
“ahd having their reasons bewildered 
through fate, and neglecting the salutary 
counsel of the illustrious son of Ganga, 
came out in haste grasping their weapons! 


22. “Owing to yout own foolshmess and 
that of your sons, and owing to the deagh 
of the son of Santanu, the descendants of 
the Kuru race together with all the (as- 
sembled) kings, appeared to be summoned 
by the God of death. 


23. Likea herd of goats without a herds- 
man ina wood infested with bene of prey, 
they were exceedingly oppressed with fear, 
being deprived of Devavrata, 


24. On the fall of that foremost of the 
Bharata race, the army of the Kutus re- 
sembled the heavenly dome stripped of the 
stars, ar the sky deprived of the atmos- 
phere ; 

25- Or the earth with her crops 
blighted ; or a discourse teeming with unré- 
fined expressions, or the army of the 
Asuras when in the days of yore, Vali had 
been (tharoughly) humiliated, 


« 

26. Oracharming lady deprived of her 
lord; or a, stream the waters of which had 
been dried up, or a doe deprived of her 
mate, suriounded by wolves 1n the forests, 


27. Or the wide, extended, mountain. 
cava having its lion slain by the fabulous 
Savava, Or the slaughter of Jamhavi's son, 
O foremost of the Bharata race, the army 
of the Bharatas 


28. Resembled a tiny bark thrown up 
and down on the bosom of the mighty main, 
driven by the -gale*rushine from all sides. 
It was then greatly harassed by the powerful 
Pandava heroes of infallible aims. + 


2g. Then that host, with its elephants, 
horses and car-warriors, was much dis- 
tressed,, and exceedingly jeopardised and 
rendered helpless and terror-stricken. 


go. Then, in that wy. bereft of 
Devavrata, the kings and the fcommon) 
soldiers, individually strack with panic, 
seemed to be sinking into the nethermost 
regions. 

31. Thereafter the Kouravas remem- 
bered Karna, who was equal to Devavrata 
himself, and who was the foremost of all 
wielders of weapons, and resplendent like 
a guest, 





| 33--35. ‘That son of Radha, that bene- 
\ factor of ours, that Hien of Sata, he 


that will sacrifce’his life in battle, that one 

of illustrious renown with his followers and 

| friends, has refrained from fighting these ten 
days; summon hitn without delay. That 
foremost of men, that hero of mighty arms, 
Karna, had been reckoned by Bhisma as 
only an Ardharathe, in the presenceof all the 
Kshatriyas, ducing the tale of car-warriors 

| of valoure and prowess, in spite of hrs being 
equal t¢ two Makarathas. 


36. Gndeed in that enumeration of 

| Rathas and Ativathas, Karna was thus 

‘reckoned,—Karna who is the foremost (of all 

fighters), who 1s held in high respect by the 

heroes, and who would dare give battle even 
to Yama, Kuvera, Varuna, and Indra. 

37. Out df wrath (excited by ths classi- 
| fication of himse#) he had thus addressed, 
| O king, the son of Ganga.—'O Kourava, 
| I will not fight so long as you live; 


; a, If you shall slay in battle the sons 
| of Pandu, O you of Kuru’s race, I will 
| retige into the woods witir the perntssion of 
| Duryodhana. 


| 39. If, O Bhismia, an the contrary, you, 
being slain by the Pandavas, are trans- 
ported to heaven, then will J, riding ona 
single car, slay those whom you consider 
to be the mightiest of all car-warriors,’ 

| 40. Having thus spoken, the mighty~ 
armed Karna of illustrious renown,refrained, 
with the permission of your son, from taking 
part mm the battle for these ten days." 

41. O Bharata, Bhisma of immeasar-: 
able prowéss, displaying his might in battle, 
slew a large number of .warriors of the 
Pandayva host in that (sanguinary) engage- 
ment. 

42. On the fall of that most powerful 
hero of unerring aim, your sons remeni- 
bered Karna, like persons desirous of crds= 
sing (the ocean) remembering a raft. ~ 

43. Your'sons and the warriors of yotir 
party, together with the (assembled) ‘mo- 
narchs then, om to bewail saying ‘Karna’ 
they also said ‘itis time for you to come.’ 

As during emergencies the heart flies 
ws thie, so our hearts then flew to Karna 
of irrepressible manhood who had acquired 
his knowelige of weapons from the sow ef 
Jamadaghi. ? 

45. O monarch, he only was capable af 
saving us from the great dangers of battle,’ 


~ 
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ike Govinda always protecting the celestials Karna said :— 
rem all calamities. P 4-5. When that Bhisma, who was en- 
; ana said :— ued with resoluteness, intelligence, 
i mga 7 ne (heavily) - energy, truthfulness, self-control, and with 
like a snake, DAritarastia spoke these words all oa other oe seth ges who = 
° ho had been thus repeatedly proficient in the use of celestial weapons ; in 
to Sanjaya w whom there were hemilty, bashfulness, 
extolling Karna. sweet speech and harvalessnest who wae 
itarastra seid :—- always grateful, the slayer of the enemies of? 
Dhrita seid: the twice-borns ; in whom there resided all 
; ee yor oes ee — = bo these virtues for aor ee, ue main ie ate 
wards Narna, the Ss ’ moen,—when even that Bhisma the des- 
surely saw that son of Radha, that descen- troyer of hostile heroes had obtained his 
Pn _3 _ who was ever-ready te lay | guietus, I consider the remaining warriors 
wo his life for you. 


as ‘Already slain, 
48. Did that Kacna, of infallible prow- 
ess in battle, disappoint Duryoflhana 
and his brothers, who had been all qxceed- 
ingly distressed, panic-struck and anxions 
for being extricated from thetr difficullies ? 

. Was that foremost of bowmen in 
hattle capable of filling up the void created 
by the fall of Bhisma, the shelter of the 
Kurus? ° 

50. Supplying the gap, was Karna 
successful in striking terror into the heatts 
of the enemy? Did he also sugceed in 
fructifying the hopes of victory cherished 
by my sons? 

Thus ends the first chapter, the questtons 
of Dhritarasiva, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 


6. Owing to the constant connection 
with action, there ise nothing in this world 
that is eternal. When that one gf illustrious 
vows (Bhisma) has been killed to-day, what 
man can say with certitude that to-morrow 
the sun will rise? 


7. When that one of prowess equal to 
that of the Vasus, when he that was born 
of the energy of the Vasus, when that rule: of 
eatth has gone back to the Vasus, do you 
thén lament far your wealth, your sons, 
and this army ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

When that giver of boons, that most 
purssant heio, that lord of men, that 
one of great vigour had been slam, and 
when the @Bharatas had been vanquish- 
ed, Karna, with a sorrowful heart, and 
shedding copious tears, began to comfort 
(the Kurus). 


9. Having heard, O monarch, these wordr 
of the son of Radha, yeur sons and yous 
soldiers, out of grief, broke out into loud 





CHAPTER II. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


i 


Continued. lamentations and shed tears from their eyes, 
woe were as copieus as their wails were 

Sanjaya said :— ae 
’ 10. Wh the inaty t 
1. Then Adhjratha's son of the Suta rs = ka’ Wontain hoe le 


waged anew and the MKourasa host led 
caste, knowing that Bhisma had fallen, be- by kings once more roared forth (their 
came desi ous of saving, like a brother, the | battle-cry), then that foremost of all Maha- 
army of your son from the calamity 1 was in, | yathi$ (Karna) addressed these words to 
like a boat y in thg midst of the un- | the mighty car-warriors, that imparted joy 
fathomable deep. to their hearts. 

2. Having heard that the son of San- | @,), «This transient world is ever flying 
tanu, that foramost of men, the neveg-drop- {towards death), considering this 1 always 


ing one, and the ef all car-warriors. 1 teady. Wh 
i dale, @ Seg, Karen the recres- regard everything as unstea en 


cer ot enemies aad the’ lerersbet of al) bow you were all present here, how could 


‘ A that foremost of the Kurus (Bhisma) 
men, speedily arrived at the field of battle. who resembled a mountain in steadiness, 


3. When that excellent of car-warriors, | D¢ slain in battle? ; 
Bhisma had been slain by the enemy, 12, When like the sun dropping down 
K soon (camé to,the battle field)y desiro- | on the earth, that foremost of car-warriors, 
vsaf saving thea of your son resembl- | the son of Santanu h-s fallen, the monarchs 
ing a boat suck in thd de, ike a father | (of the Kuru army} are hardly capable of 
aualous for rescuing his sons. withstanding Dhananjaya, like wees anable 
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to witstand the hurricane that uproots 22. Preserving the Kurus and massacer- 
even the hills. ing the sons of Pandu even at*the cost of 
13. As that high-minded one did, so | ™y very life in this dreadful fight, and des- 
wird will I protect, in this dreadful battle, atching to Death my myriad enemies sn this 
thie army of the Kurus, whose appearance | ite, [shall bestow this monarchy un the 
7 pets and whose zeal has been des | S0n of Dhritarastra. a 
troyed by the enemy, which is helpless, and 23. Fasten on me this magnifcient,gold- 
whose best warriers have already been | en and resplendent‘armour radiant with 
sia‘n. gems and jewels. Let also tny helmet lus- 


"14. This heavy burden now devolves | ‘fous like the sun and my hows and arrows 
on myself; I see that this world is transitory. | '€sembling fire, poison or serpents, be 
at most excellent of warriors has also | donned 
fallen jn battle. Why shall I then entertain 24. Fasten sixteen quivers (to my cha- 
any apprehension for fighting ? Trot), fetch strangest bows and also arrows, 


15. Coursing (swiftly) in the battle-fiek,, | Spears, heavy maces, and my conch with 
I shall send, by means of my straight-going | #8 body variegated with gold. 
sh ifts, to the abode of Death, the forem st 25. Procure also my standard, varie- 
descendants of Kuru's rac (Pandavas) Con- | gated, heautiful, magnificient, made of gold, 
sidermg fame to be the best of all worldly | burning with the lustre of a lotus, bearing 
possessions, I shall kill them in the engage- | the emblem of the elephant's girth, after 
iment, or myself lie on the field being slain | having cleansed it with 2 fine piece of cloth, 
by thera. | and having decorated 1 with festoons of 

16, Wudhistlira is endued with resolute- | flowers and a net-work of fine wires. 
ness, intelligence, tsiy and vigour, Vitko- 26 O soa of a churioteer, bring me also, 
dara equals a hundred elephants in might, | in all haste, fleeyest horses of the colour of 
Arjuna also 1s; yeuthful and the begotten | of taw ny clouds stout, washed with water 
son of the foremost of celestials, so tHe | hullowed by Mantras, and decorated with 
army belonging to them 1s not to be easily | rich capwisons made of effulyenz gold. 


vanquished even by the immortals 27 Procure, in all haste, a chartot, most 

17. As no one ever returns alive from | magnificient, festooned with garlands of 
the jaws of death, so no coward ever | got], adorned with gems resembling the 
returns (alive) after having confronted | Sun and the Moon, furnished with all 
that hostile army to which belong the twins necessary’ objects and ottensive weapons, 
(Nakula and Sahideva), each esembling | and yoked with lusty horses. 


| 
Death himself in battle, and in’ which are 
28 Bring me also beautiful bows of great 
Satyak: and the son of Devaki. toughness i bow-strings of finest fii 
18. Great power, begot of austerities,should | capable of throwing (airows at great dis- 
be opposed by ascetic wealth. So should | tances), and some large quivers well-stuffed 
the wise oppose might with might My | uith shafts and several cuirasses (to cover 
mind 1s decided upon withstanding the | my person) 
enemy and it 1s resolutely fixed upon en- 
suring the safety (of my own troops.) 
| 


19. For certain, O charioteer, J shall 
to-day oppose their force, and shall defeat 
them by simply g@ing tothe field. fhis 
conflict of friends (internecine war) ought 
Not to be tolerated by me. He that helps 


1 e 

De sploang @ reuted army 1s the *true where Keeritin (dindem-decked), Veilodata, 
ene. the virtuous Yudhisthira and the twins are. 
ao. 1 shall either achieve this pious act | © onfronting them, either I shall slay them, 

of manliness or shall follow Bhisma, renoun- | or being slain in battle by my foes, I shall 

cing my vital breaths. I shall either slay | follow ~ risma. 


vf battle my myriad enemies, or slain by 31. That host to which belongs, Y se 
them I shall attam to the posthumous te- thira, firm in truth, m which are law 4 
gions of the herods. eae “ eh ig yor a the son of 
a1. I tegard, indeed, this to be my asudeva, Satyak: and the Srinjayas, that 
hounden sae. © charioteer, when women | host Loren be incapable of being 
and infants wail aloud for assistance, and j Y4hqu ed yt monarchs, 
when Dhartarastra's pride has been hu- 32. kyven if all-devouring Death were to 
milated. So T shall this day conquer the | guard Arjuna in the encounter, with | the 
erarmed of the ineuarch (Duryodhana), utmost heed, stil wenid 1 slay rida, con- 


29. O hero, bring speedily all auspicious 
articles required at the time of setting ous 
(for batule‘, and brass and golden vesselt 
filled with curds. Bring ga'lands of flowers 
and decorate my person with them, stnke 
up, also, kettle-drums for victory 


30. Drive, O charwotcer, quickly thither 
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fronting him in battle; or myself hie to the 
regions of Death following the trail of 
ligma, 

33. [tis not that, I say, that I shall not 
go amidst those heroes. Those that gow 
dissensions among friends, that are of veer- 
ing devotion ‘and of impious souls, those are 
not my allies. 


Sanjaya said :— 

34. Karna then drove out for victory, 
mounting on an excellent chariot,most lavish - 
ly furnishéd, invulnerable, with a magni- 
Fcient pole, adorned with gold, auspicious, 
with (fluttering) penons, and to which were 
harnessed steeds fleet like the wind. 


35—36. Worshipped by the*best of the 
car-warriors of the Kuru party, He Indra 
by the immortals, that high-soule#and most 
terrible of all wielders of bow, endowed 
with immeasurable vigour like the sun him- 
self,—riding on his chariot decorated with 
gold, gems and jewels, mounted with a 
magnificient standard, to which were har- 
nessed finest animals and theerattle of which 
resembled the rumbling, of clouds,—went, 
attended by a mighty host, to the battle- 
field where that foremost of the Bharata 
race (Bhisma) had obtained his®quietus. 


37. Then that son of Adhiratha, the 
mighty bowman and warrior Karna, blessed 
with a handsome appearance aad effalgent 
like fire, riding on his own auspicious chariot 
respleadent like fire, shone like the monarch 
of the celestials himself riding on his own 
heavenly chariot. 


Thus ends the second chapter, the setting 
out of Karna, 1n the Dronabhisheka of the 
Drona Parva. 


—— 


CHAPTERITIII. 
* 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


_t—8. Seeing the most worshipful cham- 
pion, the high-souled geandsire Kbhisma of 
immeasurabte prowess, the death of all 
Kshatriyas, Jie on a bed of arrows and ree 
semble the mighty main drieg by v.olent 
storme, and ‘seeing that hero dragged down 
from his car by the celestial weapons of 


Savyasachin, {Arjuna),‘the hope your sons 
cherished for yictory was gone a9 also their 
armours and of mind. Seeing that 


one who was jalways like an island to 


persons going own into the unfathomable 
deep in their att¢mpt to cross it ? seeing him 
pierced that had flown in an un- 


sirpatp like that of the Yamuna, 


od 


with s 
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es 

him who appeared like tke ugbearable 
Mainaka hurled on the earth by Mahendra ; 
seeing that hero fallen on the surface of the 
earth hke the sun dropped down from the 
heavens; seeing him who resembled the 
unconqueiable Vritra when he had been 
vanquished in the days of yore by Vasava'; 
seeing that stupifier of the consciousness: of 
all heroes, that most excellentof champions, 
that foremost of all bowmen; seeing that 
hero and foremost of men,your father Bhissza 
of illustrious vows, that grandsire of the des- 
cendant of the Bharatas thrown down and 
tying prostrate on the field, prerced through 
and through by the arrows of Arju®a; see- 
aing that hero resting on a couch worthy of a 
hero,—the son of Adhiratha dismounted 
from his chariot, greatly distressed and 
oveawhelmed with grief and with his cen- 
sciousness well-nigh clouded, 


6. He (Karna) walked towards him 
(Bhisma) on foot, distressed and with eyes 
blinded with fast-falling tears. Then salut- 
ing him and folding his palms and having 
paid his respects, Karna thus spoke, 


10% “Tam Karna; good betide you; 
speak to me, O Bharata, in auspicious and 
Msweet language turn your eyes on me. 


11. None can expect to reap the fruits 
of his meritorious deeds here, since you, 
2 venerable pious old man, lie prestrate 
on the ground being slain (by your ene- 
mies), 


12. In replenishing the treasury, in, 
matters%f{ counsel, in arranging troops for 
battle, and in the handling of arms, I do 
nor, O foremost of the Kurus, find any one 
else among the Kurus equal to you. 


1g. 1 do not see any one else that 
endued with a pure intelligence, will save 
the Kurus irom their terror. Having slain 
numerous warriors, you are now repairing to 
the regions of the Pitrs. 





14. O foremost of the Bharatas, from 
this day forward, the sons of Pandu pos- 
sessed with ire, will slay the Kurus, as tigers 
slaughter deer. 


15. To-day the Kurus will realise the 
vigour of Savayasachin, who produces the 
twang of the Gandiva bow; to-day they 
will be frightened by him as the Asuras were 
frightened by the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt. 


16. To-day the whizz, resembling the 
rumble of thunders, of arrows shot from the 
Gandiva, will strike terrorin to the hearts af 
the Kurus and other rulers of earth. 


17. O hevo, to-day the shafts ef the, dia- 
dem-decked Aruna, will burn down the 
sons of Dhritarastra, just as,a,swelling 
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fore@st-confligration of terrible flames burns 
down tlhe trees. 


18. Fire and wind coursing tegether, con- 
sume numerous copses, eons and trees 
in that part of a forest through which they 
pass. 

19. There can be no doubt that the son 
of Pritha is like a raging fire; and, O fore- 


most of men, without doubt Knshna resem—- 


bf the strong wind (that accompanies 
fire}. 


ao. Hearing the sound of the conch Pan-,! 


ehajannya and the wang of the bow Gandi- 
va, all the soldiers will be terior-stricken. 


2—g- ‘ May you be the refuge of your 
friends, even as the ocean is the refuge of 
the rivers, the sun of the other planets, the 

tous of the truth,fertile soil of the seeds, and 
af aanya of the created beings. May your 
rélations depead on you even gs the im- 


i; mortals depend upon the thousand-eyed 


Indta. 


¢ 
4. May you be the'humiliator of the 
pride of your enemies ; and may you be the 
enhancer of the delight of your friends, the 
Kouravas, as Vishnu is of the denizens of 
heaven. 


§- O Karna, eve> agxious to perform 
the pleasures of the son of Dhritarastia, 


at. O hero, bereft of you, the monarchs | you, with the strength and vigour of your 


will not be able to bear the rumble of the 
advancing chariot mounted with the barmer 
having for sts emblem the (terrible) ape, that 
belong to that represser ef foes (Arjuna). 


322, Whatother monarch, except your- 
self, 1s capable of combating with Arjuna, 
ail whose super-human daeds the wise 
extol, 


23. Superhuman was indeed the combat 
he had with the high-souled I ryamvaka (the 
three-eyed god). From him thd he (Arjuna) 
segure a boon which 1s difficult of being 
obtained by the mean-minded. 


24—25. Ilhat son of Pandu ever boastful 
of lis prowess is protected by Madhava, 
What other petson can evercome him in 
battle who could not be vanquished even by 
you before,—you who, endowed wit) great 
prowess, had defeated in battle, Rama, that 
terrible destroyer of the Kshatriya race, 
held in ngh honour by the celestials and the 
Asuras 


26. With yonr permission I, as I am un- 
able te tolerate |im any longer, can to-day 
slay, with the dint of my weapons, that son 
of Pandn, that foremost of warriors in battle 
who 15 hkea serpent of virulent venom, and 
16 terrible, heroic and capable of slaying his 
enemies even by his very glances.” 


Thus ends the third chapter, the eulogy 
of Karna, in the Dronabhiseka of the 
Drona Parva. 


ed 


CHAPTERIV. 


(DRONABHISEKA PARVA)+Contd. 


Sanjaya said:— 


1. When he had betn thus speaking, the 
venerable grandsire of the Kurus, pleased 
with him,addressed to him these w suit- 
ables to season and place, 





aims, did deftat the Kamvojas, having 
gone to thyir country, namely Rajapura. 


6. You also vanquished the monarchs 
who was stopping at Grrivraja and who was 
headed by Nagnajit,as also the Amvasthas, 
the Videhas and the Gandharvas, 

7. O Karna, in days gone by, you 
brought under the authority ef Duryodhana 
the Kiratas obstinate in battle and peopling 
the strongholds of the Himavat. 


8. The Utkalas, the Mekhalas, the Poun~ 
dras, the K flingas, the Nishadhas, the ‘T'ri- 
garttas, and the Valhikas, were also worst- 
ed in battle by you. 


D Karna, desirous of doing good to 
Duryodhana, you defeated in hattfe in 
various lands, O hero, numerous highly 
vigorous Clans, 


10. May you, O son, be the shelter of all 
the Kouravas, even as Duryodhana is, with 
lus friends, relatives and kinsmen, 


11. J] do bid you farewell in benedictory 
language , go, and fight with the enemy ; 
command the Kurus in battle, and secure 
victory for Duryodhana. 


12. Like Duryodhana, you are to us our 


grandson. ‘Therefore, by the ordinances, 
we are the same to you as we ure tohim. * 

13. O foremost of men, the intelligent 

hold that in this world the connection of £ 
pious with the pious is more closer in res-. 
pect of relationship than! that through the 
uterus. 
‘ 14. Therefore being .fithfully united 
with the Krys, and ing their army to 
be your own, do yu, Duryodhana him- 
self, protect ik. 

15. i Peeed these wands of him 
(BiSeees) ond wing bowed down to hia 
feet, Katna,dbe son of Vikartawa, went: 
to the place where all the bowmen were 
assembled. * 4k 


16, Beholding that niatéhless and extens 
sive encampment of the innumetable army, 
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Karna encouraged that host of well-ac- 
coutered and broad-chested soldiers. 


17—18. All the Kurus, having Duryo- 
dhana at their head, were greatly delighted ; 
and seeing that mighty-armed and high- 
souled Kartia come with the intent of battle 
and place himself at the command of the 
whole host, the Kurus Welcomed him, with | 
sounds produced by the striking of the 
arm-pits, with rending shouts, twang of 
bow-strings, roars like that of lions and 
diverse other kinds of sounds. 

Thus ends the fourth chapter, the conso- 
lation afforded by Karna, in the Dronaz{ 
bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER V. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. O monarch, seeing that foremost of 


tmen Karna seated on his car, Duryodhana 
highly enraptured, spoke these w&rds. 


2. “Tf consider this army, protected by 
you, to have found a suitable commander 
in you. Do you now decide that which wf! be 
beneficial (to this army) and which is prac- 
ticable,"’ 


Karna sajd :— 

3. O foremost of men, yourself speale 
to us, Since you are the wisest of kings. 
A third person cannot so well descry as to 
what should be done, as he who 1s interested 
in any affair. 

4. All these rulers of men are desirous 
of hearing your words; and 1 am sure you 
will lever speak unjust words. % 


Duryodhana said :— 

5: Owing to his prowess, seniority, 
knowledge of the Srutis, and the support he 
obtained from all the. warriors, he (Bhisma) 
wasthefeader of our host. | 


6. In the fair, battle of these ten days 
that inghly g “gd ane of genergus soul, 
© Karna, slew/a largeenumber of my foes 
protected my own army. | oni 

7. When thag ong, who accomplished 
many — acts, is gone to heaven, O 

a, whom 
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9. An army without a commander is 
like @ boat with none to steer her through, 
or like a chariot without a driver, going any 
where. 

to. Justasa foreign trader in an unknown 
country reaps all distress, so am arm 
without a commander is exposed to ail 
dangers. 

tt. Therefore do you look among aff 
these high-souled warriors of ours and find 
outa proper person who may, as acom- 


| mander, fill the place of Santanu’s son. 


12. The person, whom you will fonsider 
te be fit to lead our army, in battle, will 
undoubtedly be chosen to be so unanimously, 


Karag said :— 

13. All these foremost of men of high 
soul are worthy of the leadership (of this 
host). There is no necessity for making 
any selection. 


14. All of them are perfectly acquainted 
with the geneologies (of princes) and with 
the vital parts of the body, they are possess- 
ad of prowess, might and intelligence ; they 
are grateful, highly intelligent and ever unre- 
treating from battle. 


215. But all of them cannot at the same 
time assume the leadership, therefore only 
one among them ts to be chosen, in whon 
there reside superior qualities. 


. 

26. If you promote one among several 
contending rivals, the rest, it is clear, being 
depressed, will not fight with a desire for 
doing your good. 


17. But this foremost of all the wielders 
of weapons, this preceptor and teacher, of 
all the warriors, this Dgona who is venera- 
ble in years, is worthy ef being elected 
generalissimo. 


18. When the indomitable Drona, who 
is foremost among those ,conversant with 
Brahma and is equal to Suka and Angirasa 
in learning, is here, who else 1s worthy of 
being selected as a leader ? 


19. O Bharata, there is not even a single 
®warriot among this mighty host of kings, 
who will not follow Drona when he goes to 
fight. 


20. O monarch, this one 1s the foremost 
of all leaders of warriors ; he is the foremost 
of all wielders of arms, as also of all in- 
telligent persons, and fe is also your 
preceptor (in arms). 

at. Asthe immortals desirous of defeat 
ing the Asuras in battle made Kartikeya 
their leader, 90, de you, O Duryodhana, 


soon elect this one (Drona) as the leader 
ef your army. 


Thus ends the fifth chapter, the connsel 
of Karna, in the Dronabhisheka of the} 
Drona Parva. 


ee 


CHAPTER VI. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd? 


Sanjaya said:— e 
‘1, Thereupon having listened to the 
words of Karna, king Duryodhana _ thus 
addressed Drona who was standing fn the 
midst of the soldiers. 


Duryodhana said — 

2—3. Amongst al this numerous host 
of kings, there is none who can be as 
good a protector as you, owing to the 
superiority of the order to which you belong, 
to the nobility of your birth, to your know- 
ledge of the Sastras, youreage, your intellif 
gence, prowess, skilfulness, invincibility, 
perfect acquaintance with worldly matters, 
moral purity, self-control, asceticism, senior- | 
ity, and gratefulness, as also owing to yout | 
being endued with all desirable qualities. 


4. Like Indra protecting the celestials, do 
you pretect ourselves. O foremcst of the 
twiceborn ones, being Jed by yourself, we 
desire to obtain victory over our enemies. 


§. Like Kapala amongst the Rudras; like 
Pavaka amongst the Vasus, like Kuvera 
amongst:the Yakshas ; | ke Vasava anongst 
the Marutas ; 


6. Like Vasistha amongst the Vipras, 
like Bhaskara (sun) amongst the lustrous 
bodies, like Yama amongst the Pitris, like 
Varuna amongst. the creatures of the 
waters ; : 


7. Like the moon amongst the stars, like 
Usanas amongst the sons of Diti, you are 
the foremost amongst all commanders of 
armies ; therefore be you our leader, 

8, Like Indra maying the Danavas, do 
you slay our enemies, sinless one, by 
arranging in battle-array this eleven 
Akshauhini of soldiers which will be placed 
under your complete disposal. 


9. Like the son of Pavaka proceedin 
petore the célestials, do you at the 
of this-our army; we will follow you 
—— like a herd of bulls following the 


to, That fierce bowman, that might 
ehathpion, Arjuna, stfetching his colestial 
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bow, will not strike us seeing you go before 
us. 


tt. O foremost of men, if you accept 
cut leadership, then 1 am sure to conquer 


in battle Yudhisthira with all hig friends and 
followers. 


Sanjaya said: 

12. When Duryodhana had finished his 
address, the kings, imparting great delight 
to your sons by their loud defiant shouts, 
exclaimed “Victory co Drona." 


13. Then the soldiers also filled with 

ight, and desirous of earning fame, 

‘an to extol that foremost of regeneraté 
ones, with Duryodhana at their head. 
Thereuphn, O monarch, Drona spoke these 
words to*Duryodhana, 


- Thus ends the sixtn chapter, the request 
of Duryodhana, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER VIL 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd. 
od 


Drona said :— 

1. I am versed in the Vedas and in 
theif six auxiharies; and in the science of 
practical life concerning itself with men. 
know the weapons of Tryamvaka and 
vartous other weapons and Mantras. 


2. Those qualities,—which, you, desirous 
of victory, have ascribed to me, bringing 
them to play, I will offer battle to the sons 
of Pandu, 


3- But, O monarch, I shall never slay the 
son of Prisata in battle ; O foremost of men, 
he has been created to kill me. . 

4. I shall encounter the hostile array 
and kill the Somakas. In battle, the Pan- 
davas will not meet mes with delightfal 
hearts. 


Sanjaya said :— 

5. O monarch, then your son, with the 
permission of Drona, made him com- 
mander of his troops, wjth ceremonies en- 
joined by the ordinances fer such ue 

6. As in days 5f yore, the god4 wi 
aden at Gauls Beek, iaseneal Skanda with 
their teadership, so now did the monarchs 
headed by Duryodhana, invest Drona with 
the command of the troops. . 
on Droha's irivestiture with 


7: 

the 2 4 ’ 
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8—g. Then honouring Drona with 
Shouts the fike of which fill the ear during a 
holy day, with souuds of benedictory utter- 
ances, with eulogies, songs, and cries of 
bards, ministrels and panegyrists, with th® 
cries of victory uttered by the foremost of 
regenerate ones, and with the frolics of 
mimes, the iCouravas consigeréd the sons of 
Pandu as already worsted in battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 

‘10. Then having been installed on the 
command of the army, that mighty car- 
warrior, the son of Varadwaja, arranging 
the troops in battle-array, marched out, ac- 
companied by your sons, from a desire of 
giving battle. 


tt. Donning their armours,the king’of the 
Shindhus, and the Kalingas, and Vikarna, 
your son, stationed themselves in the right 
wing of D-ona. 

12. Then accompanied by a numerous 
and picked cavalry recruited from men be- 
longing to the Gandhara tribe and armed 
eh in Da lances, Sakunf marched out 
as their support. 

13. Then Kripa,Kritavarman, ChRtrasena, 
and Vivinsati, having Dussasana at their 
head, proceeded, covering the left wing. 

14. Then riding on horses of great fleet- 
ness, the Kamvojas headed by Sudakshina, 
and the Sakas with the Yavanas, marched 
forth, forming the support of the last men- 
tioned party. _ 

15-17. Thenthe Madras, the Trigart- 
tas, the Amvasthas, the warriors from the 
West and the North, the Malavas, the 
Sivis, the Surasenas, the Sudras with the 
Malavas, the Souviras, the Kitavas, the 
warriors from the East and the South,—ail 
these with your son Duryodhana at their 
head, and the son of Suta at their rear, 
cheering the hearts of their own partisans, 
marched forth, and increased the strength 
of the (advancing) troops. Karna, the son of 
. Vikartana, then marched at the head of all 
bowmen. 

fm. His ia ty standard, huge and 
resplendent, and marked with.the device of 
the elephants girth, i ting delight into 
the hearts of his own :soidiers, burned with 
effulgence equal to that ofthe sun. 

19. All the ae and the, Kurus, seeing 
Karna, did: pay no heed to the calamity that 
“had befallen them in the shape of Bhisma’s 
death, and they. all: were shorn of their 
sorrow. Be AE oa ‘ 
nary 5 5 fAPTIOTS, highly dtlight- 
fo og: bes pe %, thus b an to 
=) ourcly Pandavas, seein, arna 

field, will, not stay a' while ta hatte, 
2: 


= 





| 


; 
| 


~ 
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2t. Truly, Karna is powerful enough. to 
ain victory in battle over the celestials ted 
Y Vasava himself, not to speak of the sens 
of Pandu, who are devoid of prowess and 
energy alike. 


22. The sons of Pritha were tenderly 
treated by the mighty-armed Bhisma in 
battle. But Karna shall slay them in the 
encounter with sharpened arrows.”’ 


23. O lord of people, thus talking to one 
another with joyful looks, and honouring 
and eulogising the son of Radha, they 
marched along (in battle-array). 


24. Our own army, O monarch, was 
arrayed in the form of a Sakata (or car); 
andthe army of our high-souled enemies, 
O Bhasaja, was formed in the shape ofa 
Krouncha (crane), 

25—27. By the very virtuous Yudhi- 
sthira with a delighted heart. At the head 
of their array stood the two foremost of 
of men, Visaksena (Vishnu) and Dhanan- 
jaya, with their banner, bearing the emblem 
of the ape, uplifted, That banner of Partha 
of immeasurable prowess, the hump of. the 
whble army and the refuge of all wielders 
of bow, that banner which reached the 
orbit of the sun, seemed to illumine the 
whole army of Yudhisthira of high soul. 


28. That banner of the most intelligent 
Partha appeared like the burning sun when 
at the end of a Yuga, it rises to consume the 
earth. ° 

29. Of all the warriors Arjuna is the 
foremost; of all the bows Gandiva is 
the best. Vasudeva is the foremost of all 
created beings, und Sudarsana is the best of 
all kinds of discus. 

30. The chariot, to which were harnessed 
white horses, carrying these four kinds of 
energy incarnate, stood at the head of the 
hostile array, like the discus of Kala raised 
(for being hurled), 

3t. Thus those two high-souled heroes 
stood atthe head of their armies. Karna 
stood , at the head of yeas army and 
Dhananjaya at the head of the hostile 
troops. 

2. Then, in that battle, the Kouravas 
and the Pandavas, looked at each other 
ossessed with ire, and each desirous of 
slaying the other. 


33. Thereafter when the mighty car- 
warrior,the son of Bharadwaja, flew sudden- 
ly tothe fight, the earth began to shake 
with.the sound of terrible wails. 


34. Then thick clouds of dust, blown up 
by the storm, and resembling heaps of 
tawny silk, intercepted from the view the 
welkin and the sun, 


to 


. Though the sky was cloudless yet 
a shower of flesh, bones and blood fell on the 
earth, and vultures, hawks, cranes, Kan- 
kas, and crows, by thousands, 


36. Swooped on ote army, Over and 
over again, O king ; the jackals yelled fo: th; 
and many dreadful and frerce rangers of 
the sky, 


-.37. Repeatedly placed 
their right,berng desirous of 
and thirsting for blood. 


38. @On the field of battle, illuminating 
the welkin, dropped many a burning meteor 
accompanied with thundering sounds apd 
vibrating motions and covering with ther 
tails lai ge areas. 


39. Then, O monarch, when the coinman- 
der of the host (Drona) set out for battle, 
the wide circumference of the lustrous orb 
of day, emitted flashes of hghtning and 
thundering sounds. 


40. These and many other terrible por- 
tents appeared indicating a great loss of 
hfe of many heroes in the ensuing en- 
counter, ‘ 


41. Thereafter the fight between the 
Kurus and the Pandus, both desirous of 
killing one another, commenced; and the 
terrible din rising therefrom filled the whéle 
world, 


42. Then, burning with wrath, the Pan- 
davas and the Kouravas, all, first-class 
smiters, began to pierce one another with 
sharpened weapons, ardently lunging for 
victory. 


43. Then that mighty champion (Drona) 
of great effulgence charged, with headlong 
speed, the army of the sons of Pandu, 
snootg hundreds of sharpened shafts. 


44. Beholding Drona charge, the Pan- 
davas along with the Stinjayas recewed 
him, O monarch, with showers of shafts in 
distinct sets. 


45. That mighty host (of the Pandavas) 
along with the Pauchalis agitated and 
routed by Drona, was shattered like rows of 
cranes by the wind. 


46- In the encounter, invoking various 
celestial weapons Drona, in a moment, 
sorely oppressed the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas. 

47. The Panchalas having Dhrista- 
dyumna at their head, being slaughtered by 
Drona, like the Dauavas by Vasava, began 
to quake. z 

48. Thereupon that mighty car-warrior, 
the heroic Yajnasena, versed in the know- 
ledge of the celestial $s, produced 
by 1s showeis of arrows many a breach, in 
the columns of Drona, 


jee army to 
evouring flesh, 
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49- Then that powerful son of Prishata, 
checking the showers of Drona’s arrows 
with those of his own, slew many a Kura 
warrior. 

50. Thereupon Drona ofgmighty arms, 
again rallying his 4oldiers and re-arranging 
them, charged fhe son of Prishata in 
battle. ! 

51. Then towards the son of Prishata 
he durected aclose shower of artows, like 
Meghavat exceedingly enraged shooting 
his shafts towards the Danavas. 


52. Thus agitated by Diona with his 
arrows, the Pandavas an Srinjayas, a: ain 
and agajn, broke their lines, ike a herd 
of infeytor beasts attacked by a lion. 

53- When, O monarch, like a circle of fire~ 
brands, the mighty Prona careered throng] 
the army of the Pandavas; and that was 

“a wonderful sight. 


54—55. Riding on his own excelfent 
cas, that resembled a city cateeri: g through 
the skies; that was well-suppled with 
the inyplements, of war accoiding to the 
military science, the banner of which was 
fluttering on the air, the rattle of 
which wae resounding all round the field, 
the steeds of which were weil-driven, and 
the flagstaff of which was shining hke a 
rod of crystal—riding on such a chariot, 
Drona inspired the hostile my with terror 
and massacred 1 (tight and left} 


Thus ends the seventh chapter, the ds- 
play of Drona's prowess, in the Dronabhi- 
sheka of the Drona Parva. 





“CHAPTER VIII. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— ; 

1. Seemng Drona thus destroy their 
horses, drivers, oars and elephants, the 
Pandavas were greatly affticted, and could 
not check his career. 

2, Th king Yudhisthira said to 
Dhristadyuntna ayd Bhananjaya, ‘Check 
the career of the Pot-botn Drona by sur 
roundsng him with great heed.’ 

3 the mighty car-warriers 
namely Arjuna, end the son of Prishate 
together with their followers, encompassed 
Drona, as he was rushing at them. : 

4. e Kekayas, Bhimasena, the son of, 
Subha@ra, Ghatotkacha, Yudhisthira, ~~ 
4twins Nakula and Sahadeva, the king ‘of 
the Matsyas, the son of Drupada, 
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3. And the five sons of Draupadi greatly 
delighted, and Diristaketu along with Sa- 

aki, the wrathful Chekitana, and Yuyutsu 
the mighty car-warrior, 


6. And, Q monarch, all theother rulers? 
of earth who “followed the Pandavas in 
battle, achieved many feats (of valour), i 
accordance with their prowess and nobility 
of birth. 


7. Seeing the Pandavas protect their 
army in battle, the son of Bharadwaya, roll- 
ing his eyes in anger, cast his glances (on 
the army). 


8. Working himself up with ire, that ane 
(Drona), indomitable in war, seated on his 
chariot, blew the Pandava host offelike the 
storm blowing thick clouds off. 


9 Charging cars, steeds, men, als ele- 

Ivants on all sides, Diona roamed an the 
Beld like one insane, and though grown up 
m years, he resembled one endued with the 
energy of youth. 


to Omonarch, his horses, of chestnut 
colour, of excellent breed, of windtlike speed, 
and of indefatigable energy, assumed a 
beautiful appearance being bespattered 
with blood. 


6 

it, Beholding that one of regulated 
vows rush at them like the god of Death 
enraged, all the wairiors of the Pandayas 
sped on ail directions. 


tz, Assome fled, and some rallied and 
some looked at Drona, and some stood on 
the field, the nowe (of the confusion) they 
caused was dreadful and deafening. 


13. That nose that imparted delight to 
the heroes, and enhanced the terrors of the 
cowards, filled the whole interval between 

he earth and the skies. 


tg. And again did Drona, shouting 
forth his own name, made himself terrible 
in battle by prercing lis enemigpwith hun- 
dreds of arrows. 


13. Osire, then the mighty Drona car- 
eered fiercely amid the army of the sons of 
Pandu, like the god of Death himself ; and 
he appeared like one young, though bearing 
the weight of years, ”° 


* 

16. Severing dawn maay teads as well 
as arms decorated.with ornamenias, and ren- 
dering the seats of mary a car empty, he 
Sent Up tettific roars. 


* 





17, ia of his rapturous 
Foars, and of the of his arrows, O 
master, the warciors nAé shake in bat- 
tle, like kine with cold. 


18, A terrible sound caused by the rattle 
af Drona's chartot, bythe contraction a 
atfetching of fis bowisiring, and by the 


‘ 


| 








twang of his 
dome. 


19 Thousands of arrows shot from his 
bow fell, covering cardinal points, upon the 
elephants, steeds, chariots, and fuot-soldiers 
(of the hostile arcay) 


20, Phen the Pandavas along with the 
Panchalas, rushed at Drona wielding a 
bow of ag strength, and resembling a 
blazmg fire in consequence of his wea~ 
pons. 

2a. Then he began to despatch them 
with their elephants, steeds, and foot-sokliers 
to the regions of death, and within a short 


whtMe Drona made the earth muddy with 
blood. 


22. ty He of arrows, woven by 
Drona who had been scattering celestial 
weapons, and shooting shafts on all sides, 
was seen to overshroud the cardinal points. 


23. Like flashes of lightning amid dense 
masses of clouds, his standicd could be 
seen whitling amongst foot-soldiers,chat tots, 
horses and cat-warriors, 


e4. Afflicting with arrows the five fore- 
most among the Kékayas, and the king of 
the Panchalas, Drona,ot 1 repressible vigour, 
armed with a bow and atrows, charged 
the division commanded by ¥ udiusthira. 


bow, filled the conelave 


25. Thereupon, Bhimasena, and Dha- 
nanjaya, and the grandson of Sint, and the 
sons of Drypida and the son of Saibya, the 
ruler of the Kasis, and Sibi himself, greatly 
delighted and sending up loud shouts, co 
vered Drona with a stream of shafts. 


26. ‘Then numerous arrows shot from the 
bow of Drona, and adorned with golden 
wings, piercing through the bodie~ of ele- 
phants and young steeds, stuck themselves 
rfl with feathers crimson with 
b 


27. Then the field of battle, being co- 
vered over with fallen bangs of warriors, 
{shattered) chartots and carcasses of ele- 
phants and horses mangled with arrows, 
appeared like the firmament overhung with 
dense masses of black clouds. 


@ 28, Then Drona desirous of the prospe- 
rity of your sons, having in battle tampled 
down the divisions led by the grandson ot 
Sini, Bhima, and Arjuna and having 
crushed the son of Subhadra, and the king of 
the Panchalas and the ruler of the Kasis, 
and many other warriors, 


2g, And having achieved these and other 
wondrous feats in battle, O foremost 
among the Kurus, chat high-souled one, 
Drona, left this world for heaven, after hav- 
mg consumed this earth Ike the sun that 
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rises at the time of the world’s annihilation, 
O monarch. 


jo—36. Having achieved these 
of valour, that chastiser of hosti 
that possessor of a golden car, that hero, 
who had killed in battle hundreds of thou- 
sands of the soldiers ef the Pandavas, was 
himself slain by the son of Prishata, Having 
slain more than two Akshauhini of unreturn- 
ing heroes, that Drona of (unrivalled) inte- 
lligence, at last attained to the highest state 
ot existence. O monarch, having achieved 
these most difficult feats, that one of a | 
gold@® car was slain by the Pandavas and 
the Panchalas of inauspicious and heartles 
of deeds. When the preceptor was slain in 
battle, O king, a fomes wane of all creatures 
as also of the warriors filled the sky. ‘The 
loud cry of ‘O fie’ uttere’l by creatures arose 
in the welkin resounding through the earth, 
the heavens and the interval between them, 
and the cardinal and the subsidiary quarters. 
Then all the celestials and the Pitris, an 
the friend of the mighty car-warrior Bhara- | 
dwaja (Drona), saw him slain in battle. The 
son of Pandu having obtained victory gave | 
forth roars resembling those’of a lion ; and 
the (foundation of) thé earth shook with | 
those loud leonine roars of theirs. 

Thus ends the aight chapter,the audition 
of the account ef Drona's death, in the 
Dronabhisheka of the Drona Parva. 


eat feats 
armies, 


CHAPTER 1 X. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1, What was Drona doing when the 
Pandavas and the Srinjayas sl¢w him in 
battle,—he who was so skilful in the use 
ef weapons amongst all wielders of arms? 


2. Did his chawiot give way? Did his 
bow snap in two in the act of smiting? 
Did Drona go mad, and for that reason 
met with his death ? 


3—5. O son, how wasit that the son 
of Prishata, the prince of the Panchalay, 
slaw that invincible hero, who scattered 
th ck shower of arrows decked with golden 
wiugs, who was (wonderfully) fight-handed ; 
that foremost of the regenerate who was 
protean in everything, thoroughly fami- 
jar with all modes of warfare, and capable 
of shooting his shafts to a long distance, 
who was self-controlled, skilful in the use 
of weapons, and blessed with the possess- 
iun of celestial weapons, that mighty war- 
tior who peiformed many dreadful feats 
and why was ever heedful in fight 7 





| 


, in the ver 
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6. Since that heroic Drona was slain 
by Parshata of illustrious soul, it is evident, 
I think, that Destiny is more powerful than 
exertiona 


* 7. In that mighty warrior, the know- 
ledge of alithe four kinds‘of weapons was 
present. Do you sy to me that that Drona, 
that preceptor : of all wielders of arrows 
and weapons is slain ? 


8. Hearing the death that hero of golden 
car covered over with tiger-skins, whose 
effulgence was like chet of gold, I cannot 
to-day discard my grief. 

9. Surely, O Sanjaya, no man ever dies 
through sorrow caused by another's cala~- 
mity; sitce §, untertunate as 1 am, am stilt 
alive 1 ee heard of rona’s death. 


1o. ° I do consider Destiny to be, by 
far, the superior; and exertion is of no 
avail. Surely my heart is so hard as if 
it were made of adamant, 


11—13. Since it does not break into 
hundred pieces, although 1 have heard of 
the slaughter of Drofa. How could he 
had been struck by death, on whom the 
Brahmanas and the princes danced atten- 
dance being desirous of receiving lessons 
in the Vedas and in divination, and in 
the use of bows. I can no? even conceive 
the fall of Drona which is lixe the drying 
up of the ocean, the remova! of the Meru 
mountain and the dropping of the hnstrous 
orb trom the heavens. He was the repres- 
set of the wicked and the protector of the 
pious. 

14—15,. That afflicter of enemies, who 
has sacrificed his life for the pitiable Dur- 
odhana, on whose prowess rested the 

pe of victory of my wicked sons, who 
was equal to Vrihaspati and Usanas in in- 
telligence,—how could he have been slain? 
His stout chestnut-coloured steeds, decked 
with goldcn trappings, 

16. Fleet as the wind, yoked to his car, 
beyond the reach of all weapons in battle, 
endued with great strength, emitting neighs. 
(in joy), well-trained, of the Sindhu breed, 
excellently dragging,the chariot, 


17. Of great sturdiness, were exhausted 
midst of the fight? Unmoved 
in battle -by the sight of the elephants as 
those huge monsters roared out with the 


th 
sound of cgnclis and kettledrums, 


18 By che twangs of bow-strings, and 
showers of. arrows and othét weapons, 
foretelling vittory over. endmies their 


(b 
, Of inewhanstible $ 
—_ 


ig #9. Those Heet horses harnessed to the 
car of the son of Bharadwaja, wert. they 
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over~ 7 Even such steeds were 
bf that foremost of human heroes to 
is golden car. 


20. Why could he not cross the ogean 
of the P. va army, mounted on his own 
best of cars bffulgent like gold ? 

21. What feats did that son of Bharad- 
waja achieve in battle,” who made all the 
heroes cry, and on whose knowledge of 
weapons all the bowmen in the world 
depend ? 

22—23. What feats did Drona perform 
in battle, Drona who was endued with 
great strength and was ever devoted to 
truth? What car-warriors felled in battle 
Drona of fierce deeds, that foremost of 
bowmen, that foremost of commagders who 
was like Sakra himself in heaven? Did 
the Pandavas fly on all directions seeing 
him of the golden car, ° 

24—25. Himendued with great might 
who invoked in the battle many celestial 
weapons? Did the very virtuous king Yud- 
histhira, with his younger brethers, and his 
army having the princeof the Panchalas 
for its reins, encompass Drona on all sides? 
Surely Partha checked the career of other 
car-warriors with his straight-gbing arrows. 


26. Then, of course, the son of Prishata, 
that perpetrator of evil deeds, assaulted 
Drona. Tndend I do not see any onetapa- 
ble of bringing about the death of Drona, 


27—-29. Save the fierce warrior Dhrista- 
dyumna supported by Arjuna himself. I 
think that when these heroes namely the 
Kekayas, the Chedis, the ({arushas, the 
Matsyas, and the other rulers of: earth, 
encompassing the preceptor hemmed him 
in on all sides, like ants pressing upon a 
serpent, and that when he was occupied 
in the achievement of some difficult feat, 
then the vilest among the Panchalas must 
have slainhim, He who, having studied 
the four Vedas along with their auxiliaries, 
a the Hisforses constituting the fifth 

a, 

30-31. Became the refuge of the Brah- 
manas as the ocean js that of the rivers, that 
afflicter of enemies who led the life both of 


a Brahmana aad a Kshatriya, how could, 


that Bok sem venerable in are meet 
is deat! to Ss. rant in 
spirit, be was ot eorniliated, and had 
to undergo troubles for my sake. 

3a Through son. Kanti be 
rea the — his dn actions however 
un ™ ve t e 
How orld tit aot os he ‘al feats of valour | 
depends the watld of bowmen, who was ever 
devoted to truth, of deeds, , who 
was foremost like Sakra in heaven, who 


~ Was endued with great vigours and strength, 


*3 


how could that one be slain by persons 
hankering after prosperity ? 


34- How could that one of great light- 
ness of hand, endued with might, a firm 
wielder of bow and the grinder of his foes 
how could that one be slain by the sons 
Pritha like a ts: slain by the smaller fishes ? 

35- He, meeting whom no person de- 
sirous of victory, ever returned with hfe, 
he whom when alive the following two sound 
never left, namely, 


. 36. The sound of the recital of Vedic 
verses, by those desirous of acquiripg Vedic 
knowledge, and the twang of the bow- 
trings, caused by those wishing to acquire 
skill in bowmanship; he who was never 
depressed, who was the foremost among 
merf,and was .ever attended with pros- 
perity and was invincible, 


37—38. He who was equal to the elephant 
and the lion in prowess, even he has been 
slain! 1 can not even tolerate the thought of 
| Drona’s death. How, O Sanjaya, the son 
of Prishata, slew in battle that most invin- 
cible hero whose might was never checked 
and whose fame was never soiled even 
before the very eyes of the foremost of 
men? Who were those persons who fought 
in Drona’s front, and protected him from 
near? 


39. Who were they who brought up his 
rear and obtained that end wiich is so 
difficult of being attained? Who were they 
that covéred the right and the left wings of 
that high-souled one ? 


40. Who went before him when that hero 
fought in the battle? Who were they that 
courted death that stood face to face to 
them regardless of their hody ? 


41—44. Who were those heroes that 
attained the highest state of existence, in 
the battle wth Drona? Did those vile 
Kshatriyas entrusted with the protection of 
Drona, out of apprehension, abandon him 
in (the thick of) the fight? Was he slain 
by the foe while there helpless? Out of 
fear Drona would never turn his back on 
the field of battle, though the danger might 
be very great. How could he have been 
slain by theenemy? O Sanjaya, although 
in a very critical situation, an_ illustrious 
person should do this, namely, display his 
prowess to the best of his might; all 
this was in Drona. O son, wy! mind is 
loosing consciousness; refrain for a while 
from this discourse. O Sanjaya, regaining 
my consiousness, I shall again question you, 

Thus ends the ninth chapter, the grief 
of Dhrita:astra, in the Dronabhisheha of 
the Droxa Parva. 









14. 
CHAPTER X, 


' DRONABHISHEKA PARVA— 
Continued. 


Vaishampayana said :— 


1. Thus having questioned the son of 
Suta, Dhritarastra, sorely oppressed with 
the sorrow of his heart and despondent of 
the victory of his sons, dropped down on 
the greund. 


2. Seeing him unconscious and fallen: 
down on Me ground, the attendants sprink- 


led him with very cold and holy-scented | 


water, fanning him all the while. 


3. Beholding that great king fallen 
down, the Bharata ladies surrounded him 
on all sides, and began tochafe him (gently) 
with their hands, 


4. Then those beautiful ladies, with 
their voices choked up with the vapour of 
grief, gently raised the monarch from the 
surface of the earth, and placed him on 
his throne. 

5. Placed onthe throne, the monarch 
overwhelmed by the influente of the swoon, 
remained motionless, while he was fanned 
from all sides. 


6. Slowly regaining, consciousness, that 4 


tuler of earth began to eens and he 
again questioned the son of Gavalgani, of 
the Suta tribe, regarding the events of the 
battle, as they occurred. 4s 


Dhritarastra ssid :— 


7—9. That Ajatasatra (Yudhisthira) 
who like the rising sun drives away dark- 
ness by his own radiance, who (charges an 
enemy), like a tremendous and infuriated 
elephant in rut, incapable of being defeated 
by a rival leader of herds, charging a rival 

roceeding with cheerful face towards a 
emale of the species, what great warrior of 
of my host faced hat Ajatasatru, as he 
charged, in order to keep him away from 
Drona? That foremost of men, that hero, 
who has slain in battle many brave warriors, 


10;, That mighty-armed, intelligent and 


ahd brave hero of invincible might, who, | 


sing'e-handed, can consume the whole host 
of Duryodhana by means of ‘his terrible 
glances, ‘ ne 
tr. That, destroyer by } asices, th 
one ever inclined to gain vigtory,'that wiel- 


der of bow, that hero of —fenown, 
that self-controlled warrior held in. high’ 
respect by the whole worl warriors 


of my army did surround that Hero? 


12. Who were those warriors of my 
host that encountered that - irrepressible 





| Gandiva, 


hisglances, that | 7°. 
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ince, that wielder of bow, that hero of un- 
odliong rs that feremost of mén, that 
unti 


son 
| 38-14. That Herd whd rushing with 
headiong ‘charg Drona, who 


achieves grand feats{ at the expense of the 
enemy, that most .'p nt meof gigantic 
stature and preat ‘vigour, who equals ten 
thousand elepharts ‘in  strength,—what 
warriors surrounded that Bhiinasena as he 
charged my army ? 


_15. As that mighty. car-warrior of exces- 

sive energy, Vibhatsu, resembling a 
dense mass of rain-clouds, came, creating 
terrible ponds like the clappings of the 
thunder-bo slike Parvjanya itself 


16. Showering torrents of arrows like 
Indra showering rain, and causing the 
cardinal quarters to reverberate with the 
sound of his palms and rattle of his chariot- 
wheels, ‘ 


17. (When that terrible hero) whose 
bow was effulgent like a flash of lightning, 
whose chariet resembled a cloud having for 
its thunder the rattle of its wheels, (that 
hero) the whizz of whose arrows made him 
all the more fierce, 


18—20. Whose ire is like a dreadful 
cloud, who is fleet like the mind or the 
wind, who always pierces the enemy to the 
very core of his heart,who,armed with shafts, 
is dreadfulto gaze at, who profusely fills 
all the cardinal quarters with Tecan blood 
like Death himself, who, with a terrific roar 
and a dreadful countenance, wielding the 
's, in one continuous shower,on 
the head of my warriors led by Duryodhana, 
shafts whetted on stone and decked with 
the feathers of vultures,—when that intelli- 
gent Vijaya came, what became the state 
of your mind ? : . 

2t. Whe’ that son of Pritha ‘beari 
the device:of the foremost ¢gf apes on his 
banner, caine, overkpreading the sky with 
his shower of shafts, what bécame the stat 
of your mind at the sight of hii? =. 

22. Did Arjuna: rvsh to battle; killixig 
your wartiors by the very. twang of his bow 
Gangiva, atid “achieving dreadful feat (as 
he Advancedy: a ss Waa Teo 






baste te 
| aes 
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2g. In, that battle, in which soldiers 
trembled and even heroes were inspired 
with fear, who were they that did not 
forsake Drona, and who were those ingan 
fellows that out of terror? 


46. Who were they that, im that battle, 
shuffling this mortal coil, courted Death 
standing befure them in fhe shape of Dha- 
nanjaya who had obtained victory even 
over superhuman combatants ? 

27. My warriors cannot withstand the 
impetus of that one having white horses 
harnessed to chariot, nor can they bear the 
twang of the Gandiva, that resembles the 
rumbling of clouds in the rainy season, 

28. 1 consider that chariot °which las 
Yishaksena for its driver, and Difananjaya 
for its warrior, te be unconqueiable even 
by the celestials and Asutas united together. 


29. Delicate, youthful, brave, of a hand- 
some appearance, that son of Pandu who 
is intelligent, skilful, accurate in his memory, 
of prowess incapable of bemg thwarted, in 
battle, ‘ 

30. When that Nakula giving forth a 
loud roar and afflicting the whole army, 
rushed upon Drona, what warri$rs tried to 
check his career ? 

3t. When Sahadeva, resembling an in- 
furiated snake of mortal poison, rushed at 
Drona, afflicting bis enemies, when that one 
owning white horses and incapable of being 
conquered 1n battle, 

32. When that one of illustrious vows, 
of never-failing aim, of bashful nature and 
invincible prowess, when that Sahadeva 
charged, who were those heroes that with- 
stood him? 

33. [hat hero who having completely 
crushed the army of king Souvira, took for 
his consort the desirable princcss of the 
Bhojas and graceful in limbs of the body, 


34. That foremost of men Yuyudhana 
who ss ever endued with truthfulness, re- 
soluteness, bravery, and Brahmachary)a, 


35- That warrigs possessed of great 
hysical strength, who always does what 
is true, who is never nh pire and who it 
invincible, and ‘equals Vasudeva in battle 


and is considered to he a second Vasudeva, 


_ 36. Who, by the teachings of Dhanan- 
jaya has become foremost inthe act.af dsing 
arrows, wha is equal to the son of Pritha 
in the use of weappn, what warrior of my 
army kept him away froen Drona ? 


37. ‘That, foyentost Herd am the 
Verishnis, that brawe ee aH athines 
of bbw, who is equat to Rarna himself in the 
use of weapons; in arid in prowess, 


! 
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38. That one of the Satwata race im 
whom there are truth, firmness, intelligence, 
prowess, the knowledge of the Vedas, and 
the most excellent weapons, as the triune 
world is m Kesava hinself, 


39. That mighty champion who is en- 
dued wrth al) virtues, and who 1s inca- 
pable of being opposed even by the celes- 
tials, what warriors (of my army) approach- 
jog him, surrounded him on all aden 

40. That foremost among the Panchalas, 
that hero of noble extraction, and a favourite 
of all high-born persons, alwaysgchieving 


excellent feats in battle, namely Utta- 
‘maujasa, 
4t. Fhat one ever intent on doing good 


to Dbananjaya, and born for doing evil 
only to me, w resembles Yama, or 
Vaisravana, or Aditya, or Mahendra, or 
Varuna, 


42. ‘lhat prince renowned as a great 
car-wairior, and ever ready to sacttfice ns 
life in the very thick of battle, what heroes 
of my army surrounded him ? 


43. ‘That one who alone deserting the 
Chedis had sided with the Pandus, namely 
Dhristaketu, what heroes surrounded him 
when he advanced towards Drona? 


44. That heroic Ketumat, who slew the 
Prince Durjaya when he took shelter in 
Girwraja, what hero of my army kept him 
(Ketumiat) away from Drona ? 


45—40. What warriors of my army en- 
countered Sikhandin when hetushed at Dro- 
na—Sikhandin, the foremost of men, who 
has realised the pleasures (in himself) of man- 
hood and femininity, that son of Jaynasena, 
who 1s ever cheerful in battle, and who 
became the cause of the death of the high- 
souled Devavrata in battle? 


47. That most excellent hero among th® 
Vrishuis, that foremost of all welders of 
bow, that hero, in whom reside all virtues 
even m a greater degree than m Dha- 
nanjaya himself, 7 

48. In whom always exist truth, (the 
knowledge of) the best weapons, and 
Brahmacharyya, who is equalto the son of 
Vasudeva in prowess, and to Dhananjaya 
in strength, 

. Who resembles Aditya in effulgence, 
Vrthaspati in intelligence—namely, the high- 
souled Abhimanyu who is like Death himself 
with a gaping mouth, 

50. What heroes surrounded him when 
he advanced towards Drona? That youthful 
hero pf unripe understanding, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, namely Subhadra’s son, 

51—52. When hecharged Drona, what 
became state of your mind then? 
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When those foremost of princes, the son of 
Draupadi, in battle rushed at Drona like 
streams flowing towards the ocean, what 
heroes obstructed them-? Those boys, who 
having abandoned all boyish sports, for 
twelve years, 


53-_ And observing excellent vows danced 
attendance on Bhima in order to receive 
lessons in the use of weapons, those boys, 
namely Kshatranjaya, Kshatradeva, Ksha- 
.travarma, and Manada, 


54. Those heroic sons of Dhristadyumna,, 
what wagriors kept them away from Drona? 
That one whom the Vrishnis consider 
superior in battle to hundred warriors, 


55. That mighty warrior Chekitana, what 
hero of my army tried to keep him away 
from Drona? The five Kekaya brothers, 
virtuous and endued with prowess incapable 
of being thwarted, 

56. Resembling the IJndragopakas (in 
complexion), furnished with red armours 
and weapons and banners, those heroes 
who are the sons of the sister of the Pan- 
davas’ mother and who ever long for the 
victory of the Pandavas, 


« 


57—60. What heroes of my army 
surrounded them when they assaulted 
Drona witha view to kill him ? That lord of 


battles, desirous of slaying whom the enrag- 
ed monarchs united together for six months 
in Varanavata could not defeat, that best of 
all wielders of bows, that hero of great 
strength and unerring aim, that foremost of 
men, Yuyutsu, who in a battle in Varanasi, 
overthrew from his car with a broad-headed 
shaft, the great warrtor the son of Kasiraja, 
desirous of siezmg a maiden, what hero 
kept him away from Drona? ‘That mighty 
warrior Dhristadyumna, that priucipal 
counsHeor of the sons of Pritha, 


6i1—62. Who is ever engaged in doing 
harm to Duryodhana, who has been created 
to slay Drona, what warriors of my side 
surrounded him, when consuming in battle 
all warriors, and shattering all the ranks of 
my soldiers, he advanced towards Drona ? 
That foremost of all men conversant with 
the weapons, who has been reared, as it 
were, og the very lap of Drupada, 

63. That Sikhandin, guarded by 
Arjuna’s weapons, what warriors of my 
acmy kept him away from Drona? That 
ane wha, as if with a leathern belt, encom- 
passed this extensive earth, 

64-66. With the deafening rattle of his 
chariot, that foremost of st Hg the chief 
of all slayers of enemies, who in lieu of 
other sacrifices accomplished ten harse- 
sacrifices with ample food, drink and 
Dakshina, that one who ruled*his subjects, 
as if they were his own sons, that son of 
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Uisinara who in his sacrifice gave away 
kine as numerous as the sand that over- 
spread the banks of the Ganges-stream; 
whose this deed no man has been or will be 
ablé to imitate ; 


67~69. After the accomplishment by 
him of this feat, the very gods had exclaime 
saying We do mbt see in the three 
worlds with all theit mobile and immotile 
creations, a second person save Usinara’'s 
son,who has attained to regions, after death, 
which are unattainable by human beings’— 
who amongst my warriors, opposed that 
Saivya, that grandson of the Usinara’s son, 
while he assaulted Drona? 


qo. What warriors of my host obstruct- 
ed that squadron of cars, belonging to 
Virata, thy king of the Matysas, the slayer of 
his enemies, as tt carecred towards Drona ? 


gi. That one endued with great strength 
and prowess, born of Vrikodara in the 
course of a single day, that heroic Rakshasa 
of potent illusive powers, of whom I enter- 
tain great appachension, 

72. Who is alW®ays desirous of victory 
for the sons of Pritha, who is a thorn in the 
sides of my, sons, what hero of my arthy 
kept that Ghatotkacha of gigantic body 
away from Drona? 

73,0 Sanjaya, what cannot be van- 
quished by them for whose interests these 
and other such numerous (heroes) are ever 
ready to sacrifice their lives in battle? 

74. Those sons of Pritha, whose well-: 
wisher and refuge is that wielders of Sar- 
anga bow, those sons, how could they suffer 
defeat in battle? 

75. The son of Vasudeva is the supreme 
Preceptor of the worlds, the Lord of all and 
the Eternal; that master Narayana, that 
one of divine soul is the refuge of men in 
battle. - 

76. His divine achievements are extolled 
by the wise; I shall also récite them with 
reverence, regaining my equanimity. 

Thus ends the tenth chapter, the words of 
Dhritavastra, in the Dronabhisheka of thy 
Drona Parva. ; 


z 
‘CHAPTER XI. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 

; 1. a 7 jaya, of the celestial 
‘eats son fatudeva;feats which 
Govinda achieved and: which ne other 
person has ever been able tp achieve. ~ 


DRONA PARVA. 


@. While he was being reared in the 
family of the cowherds, that illustrious one, 
even in his early years, made the might of 
his arms, O Sanjaya, known tothe three 
worlds, 

3 (Even titen) he slew the Asura Haya- 
ware Aecince of steeds Be Peg yo 
t chaisravas in might am 
in Suntsins, and who infested the woods on 
the shores of the Yamuna, 

In his earl rs, hektilled with his 
wae arms only, ia Deneve in the form of a 
bull, of terrible deeds and born as Death 
himself to the cows. 


5- He of eyes resembling lotus petals, 


also slew the great Asuras, namtd, Pra- 
lamva, Naraka, Jamva, Peeta, ¥ also, 
Mura of god-like nature. 


6. Also Kansa of great vigour who was 


protected A cinemas oa himself, was slain 
ol 


with his followers, in battle, by Krishna 
with his prowess alone, , 


7—8. The mighty sovereign of the Sura- 
senas, by name Sunaman, of gheat prowess 
in battle, the master of a cSmplete Akshou- 
hint, endued with activity and the second 
brother of Kansa the ruler of the Bhojas, 
with all his soldiers, was consumed in battle 
by that slayer of enermes, viz., Krishna with 

aladeva as his second. 


9. That highly passionate Brahmanical 

» by name Durvasa, was adored by 
him (Krishna) along with his wives. The 
sage (pleased with him) accorded boons to 


him. 


10. That one of eyes resembling lotus 
petals, that most purssant hero, (Krishna), 
carried away the daughter of the king of 
the Gandharas, after having defeated, at a 
Sayamvara (Self-choice), 
the earth. 


1t. Like horses, those exasperated kings 
were harnessed to his bridal cRariot, and 
lacerated with the cut of his whip. 


12. That Janarddana, through the insteu- 
seeeelGy age ag" ar ee of 
mi arms, t ete 

Inheuhings ieee aes 

13. That puissant one, slaughtered, like 
a beast, the iclng of the Chedis, that power- 
ful leader of kan gly hagts, when latter 
disputed with hia about the (sacrificial) 
Arghya. 

14, Madhava, by his ’ 
into the bosom of s fortress of the 

nown situated in 

‘tS He ‘obtai in battle over 
the Angas, the . Kalirigas, the 






the rulers of 
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Magadhas, the Kasis, the Kosalas, the 
Vatsyas, the Gargas, the Karushas and the 
Poundras, 


16. The Avantyas, the Southerners, 
the Mountaineers, the Daserakas, the 
Kashmirakas, the Auroshikas, the Pisha- 
chas, the Samudgalas, 


17. The Kamvojas, the Vatadhanas, the 
Cholas, the Pandyas and, O Sanjaya, the 
‘Trigarttas, the Malavas, the Daradas incap- 
able of being defeated, 

48. The Khasas and the Sakas, com- 
from various directions, and the Y&#vanas 
with their followers,—that one of eyes re- 
sembling the petals of a blue lotus, conquere 
ed all these tribes in battle. 


19. «In da e by, entering into the 
abode of the p> Helles Bons Mal ra, he 
defeated in battle Varuna, surrounded by 
all kinds of sea-animals, and hidden unders 
neath watery depths. 


20. Hrishikesha obtained the celestial 
conch called Panchajanya, after having 
slain in battle Panchajans, who lived in the 
nether regions, 


‘a1. That puissant hero, obtained his 
indomitable weapon of fire, the discus 
(Sudarsana),by propitiating Hutasana (Fire) 
by helping it to burn down the Khandava 
forest, 1» which act he was assisted by the 
son of Pritha (Arjuna), 


22. Riding on the sonof Vinata, and 
creating quite a panic in thecity of the 
Immortals, that hero carried away the 
or ge tree from the abode of the great 
ndra. 


23. That act Sakra submissively brooked, 
for he was perfectly acquainted with the 
prowess of Krishna. We have never heard 
of a king who has not been worsted by 
Knshna Fin battle). 


24. That most marvellous act, which 
he achieved in my assembly hall, O San- 
jaya, who else, save that one of eyes re- 
sembling lotus petal, 1s capable of doing ? 


25% Since inspired by reverence I have 
heen able to recognise Krishna as the Lord, 
every thing in the Vedas is well-known 
$0 me and 1s before my eyes. 


26. Verily, O Sanjaya, none can reach 
the end (of the account) of achievements 
of Hrishikesha who is endued with prowess, 
and intelligence. 


. Then also Gada, Samva, Pradyumna, 
Viduratha, Agaboha Anirudha, Charu- 
deshna along with Sarana, 

28. Ulmuka, Nisata, the powerful Jhil- 
hivobhru, Pruhu, Viprithu, Soma and 
Arimejoya, 
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29. These and other most puissant Vri- 


O son, the slaughter of Blisma and Drota, 
shai heroes, skilled in the art of smiting, 


of high souls, appears to be hke the over- 
will, standing on the field, betake tothe | turning of the Yuga and the stupefaction 
ranks of the Pandava host, of the senses. In this world neither by 


30. Being called to do so by that foremost | B.ahnrachary)a, mor by the study of tie 





of Veishni warriors, viz, Kesbava of high Vedas, 
soul, then me-seems, everything (on my 45- Nor by the perférman of rites, 
side) wili be in great dangers. or by the dint of€ weapogs, van any one 
31. ‘Ihe heroic Rama, decked with gar- | be saved from Death. hose two heroes, 
lands of wild flowers, equal in strength to two | held in high honour by the werlds, accom- 
shousaad elephants, resembling the peak | Plishe | in the use of weapons, and invincible 
of the Kulasa mountam and armed with | in battle, 
| 
| 
i 





the plough, will be there where Janard- 45 Namely Bhismi and Drona,—hear- 
dana ts. ing of their d-ath, why do f, O Sanjaya, 
32. That son of Vasudeva, whom all tle | Still hve?) Thit prosp rity, seeing whiclr 
regenerate ones call the Father of all, | attend Yudhisthira bette, we were so 
© Sanjaya, will buttle for the interests of j alous, 
the sons of Pandu? ‘ e 47. ao-diy, deprived of that pros- 
. When that one, O son, O Sanjiya, | Peltty, we shall hive to hve in consequence 
dathin himself m mul for the ihitesbt of of the death of Ishisma and Drona. Phis 


the Pandavas, nove will come forth as his | (omplete anmbulation of the Kurus has 
iMtayonist, come consequent upon my actions, 


34 If, per chance, the Kurus obtain | 48 For the destruction of those, O you 
victory over the Pandavas then that one | of the Sula ceste, who are ripe for it, even 
of the Vrishni race, for the interests of | te straw behave like a thunder-bolt. In 
these latter will take up bis excellent weapor | this world Yudhisthira ts going to, obtain 
(the discus). prospemty wh ch 1s infinite, 

35. ‘loen that foremost of men, that 49 Yudhisthira, through whose wrath 
mighty-armed hero, having slain in battle | Bhisma and Drona have met tLeir ends. 


the Kauravas and the (assembled) monarclfs | Righteousness has naturally attached itself 
will offur the whole earth to Kunu. to Wudhisthira, while «1s hosule to the 


36. Whit other car can encounter in cause of my sons. 
battle, that cur of which the driver 1s 50. Time so cruel, that has come for 
Hrishikesha and the wartior is Dhanan- | destroying every one, cinnot be overcome! 
yiya? O son, things calculated in one way even 


37- In any way, I do not see victor seater = 
tu the Kuras. Recount to me then, ail §1. Result in an altogether different 
as to how the battle raged way, through the agency of Destiny; this 
33. Arjuna ts the soul of Kesava, and | '3, ™Y belref. [herefore relate to me truly 


all that occurred, on the advent of that 
a berasha = roti senate caution | dreadful but enevitable calamity (the death 


Dr na‘, generating most grieving thoughts 
and eternal glory is in Krishna. . and incapalle of being crossed over by us. ‘ 
39- In all the regions, Vibhatsu is uncon- 


. Thus enis the eleventh chapter, the 
esis Mei hac aféin Kesava in an lamentation of D'ritarastra, sn the Drona- 


bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 
40. Duryodhana, through foolishness 
cainot recognise Krishua or Kesava, he 











15 befooled by Destiny and the noose of ames 
Death Sangs over him. 
41. Duryodhana knows not Krishna of CHAPTER XII. 


the Daszrha race, and Arjuna the son of 


Pandu, they both are supreme Divinities, (DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
of high soul, known on earth as Nara and 2 
Narayana. Continued. 


42 a On earth they appear to men as Sanjaya said :— 
C 


two different persons, though in reality they 2 

ate of one and the samesoul. That highly- 1. Alas! ‘I shall relate to you everything, 
renowned invincible pair, can with the fiat of | as I saw with my own eyes, Drona felf 
their will slay this host, if only they wish it. | being slain by the P. and the Srin- 


But for humanity's sake, they do not wish it. | jayas. 


DRONA PARVA. 


2, The mighty car-warrior, the son of 
Bharadwaja, having been installed as the 
commander of the army, said these words 
to your son, in the very midst of the 
soldiers. 


3. “O ma@narch, in as muchas, to-day 
you have honoured me with the generalship 
of this army, immediately after that fore- 
most of the Kouravas, thé son of the river 
(Ganga), 

4. O Bharata, reap the adequate fruit 
of that act of yours. What desire uf yours 
shall I fulfl now? Ask whatevee boon you 
may like ?”’ 

5. Thereupon king Duryodhana, accom- 
panied by Karna, Dussasana and others, 
thus spoke to the invincible preceptor, the 
foremost of all victors. 


6. “If you would at all accord me a 
boon, then having captured that foremost 
of car-warriors, Yudhisthira alive, do you? 
bring him to me.” 

7. Thereupon the 
hearing these words o 
following words, there 
delight to the troops. 


8. ‘Fortunate is the king, the son of 
Kunti, whose capture only you @esire. O 
invincible ene, you do not ask for any other 
boon, such as his slaughter. 


6. Why, O foremost of men, do %ou 
not desire his slaughter? For what reason 
do you not allude to his death? Surely 
al aimee, you are not wanting in 
policy. 

io {t is wonderful that the virtuous 
king Yudhisthira should have none deadly 
inimical to him. As you desire him to 
liye, either you intend to preserve your own 
race, 

tr, Or, O foremost af the Bharatas, 
having defeated the Pandavas in battle, 
you desire to re-establish brotherly feelings 
(with them), by giving them “back their 
kingdom. 


12. Praised be that king the son of 
Kunti, The birth of that intelligent one 
was auspiious. Tlie fact of his being 
Ajatasatru (having w® euemy) is verified 
to-day, in as much as even you are affec- 
tionate towards hig.” 

* 


13. © Bhatata, whem your son fad been 
thus addressed by Drona, the feeling that 
was then present in his eheart, po. Shes 
ound vent, 

14. Even beings like Vrihaspati himself 
Cannot suppress tlie outsyard manifestations 
of internal feelings, Therefore, O monarch, 
2 gas with joy, spoke these 
wo 


peeaptor of the Kurus 
ag son, spoke the 
y jimpacting great 


ae 
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s 
15. “On the event of the death of the 
son of Kunti in battle, O preceptor, victory 
cannot be mine. If Yudhisthira were to be 
slain, Partha is sure to slay all of us. 


16. Even the immortals cannot slay all 
of them in battle; so he that will survive 
the rest of them is sure to extirpate us all. 


17. If Yudhisthira, ever truthful to his 
promises, be brought here alive, he being 
once more defeated at dice, the Pandavas 
obedient to him, will again repair to the 
woods. 

"8. Inthis way, it is obvious, that my 
victory will endure for a long time” It is 
for this that I do never desire the death of 
the virtuous king Yudhisthira.” 


19. Being apprised of his crooked inten- 
tions, *Wrona ol keen intellect and conver- 
sant with the science of polity, accorded 
the boon to him after a little reflection, 
modifying it thus. 


Drona said :— 

20. “If in battle, the heroic Arjuna does 
not protect king Yudhisthira, then you may 
already regard the foremost of the Pan- 
davas, brought under your control. 


21. Even the celestials with Indra at 
their head, and united with the Asuras 
themselves, can not cope with Partha in 
battle, for this reason, O son, [ do not 
venture to advance against him. 


22. No doubt, he is my disciple, and | 
am senio@ to him in the use of weapons. 
But he is youthful, blessed with a good 
fortune, and assiduous in (the execution vf) 
his Intents. 

23. Moreover, he has obtained weapons 
from Indra and Rudra, besides he has 
been, O king, incensed by you. It is for 
these reasons, that I venture not to perform 
what you ask me to do, 

24. Withdraw Arjuna from the battle 
by what means so-ever that can be done. 
On Partha being removed, the righteous 
Yudhisthira is as good ag vanquished by 
you. 

25. O foremost of men, victory depends 
on his capture, and not on his death; and 
gis capture can be brought about by this 
artifice. 

26. I, having siezed that king devoted 
to truth and righteousness, will, O monarch, 
no doubt, bring him under your control 
to-day, 


27. Provided, he remains even for a 
moment before me in battle; of course, if 
that foremost of men, the son of Kunti 
hor gaa be removed from the field of 
battle, 
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28. But, O king, before thé eyes of 
Phaiguna, Yudhisthira cannot be captured 
in battle, even by the celestials and the 
Asuras oxerting jointly with Indra at their 
head.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

29. When under these circumscriptions, 
Drona had promised the capture of king 
Yudhisthira, your greatly-toolish sons re- 
garded the latter as already seized. 


30. Your son was perfectly aware of the 
partiality Drona cherished for the Pan- 
davas,. so to make Drona strictly redeem 
his promise, Duryodhana gave publicity to 
that counsel, . 


31. Thereafter, O grinder of your foes, 
Drona’s promise regarding the seizpre of 
amongst the eldest of the Pandavas, was 
— all his soldiers by Duryodhana 

melf, 


thus ends the twelfth chapter, the grant- 
ing of a boon by Drona, in the Drona- 
bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER'XIIL 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When Drona had promised the cap- 
ture of the king under these limitations, your 
soldiers, hearing of the probable capture of 
Yudhisthira, 


2—3. Uttered many loud shouts like 
the roars of lions, accompanying them with 
the noise of their (flying) shafts and the 
sound of their conchs. The virtuous ki 
Yudhisthira, O Bharata, was soon apprised, 
in detail, of everything regarding the pur- 
poses of the son of Bharadwaja, by his 
trusty emissaries. Whereupon havin 
summoned together all his brothers an 
the other monarchs of his host, 


4. The very righteous king addrecsed 
these words to Dhananjaya :—"O foremost 
of men, to-day you have heard of the design 
of Drona, 


5- Adopt such course of action, as will 

event the execution of that ign. 

rue itis that Drona the destroyer of his 
foes, has pledged his troth with certain 
limitations ; 

6. But those limitations, O mighty 
warrior, have been all made dependent on 
you, by him (Drona). Therefore, O mighty- 
armed one, do you this day fight by my 
side, so that Duryodhana may not secure 


MAHABHARATA, 


th oe . = 
ae inte fo his desire through the agency 


Arjuna said :— 

7. As, the slaughter of my own precep- 
tor cam never be perpetratetl by me, so, 
also, O monarch, i can never agree to 
abandon you, = , 

_8. Rather, O son of Pandu, I would 
give up my life in battle, than be antagonis- 
tic to my preceptor, at any time. 


9. Having captured you in battle, the 
son of Dhritarastra, desires to possess the 
kingdom ; but in this world of living beings, 
he will never obtain the fruition of his 
desire. ’ 


10. The conclave dome with the stars 
may dnp down; the earth itself may be 
shattered to pieces; yet Drona will never 
capture you, so long as I live. 


11. Even ifthe wielder of the thunder- 
bolt himself, or Vishnu accompanied by the 
the celestials, assists him in battle, still, he 
shall never capture you in battle. 


12. O foremest of monarchs, so long ag 
Iam alive, you need not entertain any 
——— from Drona the foremost of 

1 wieldefs of weapon or any body else. * 


13- Moreover, O foremost of kings, I 
say that my resolution is decided. I never 
thitk of purjuring myself ; I never think of 
my defeat. 7 never think of keeping the 
least part, of any vow I may take, unre- 
deemed, 


Sanjaya said :— 

14. Thereupon, O monarch, in the camp 
of the Pandavas, chonchs and drums and 
Mridangas together with the Anakas, were 
simultaneously sounded. 

15. There arose also loud shouts, like 
the roar of lions, uttered by the high-souled 
Pandavas ; and the deafening sound resuit- 
ing from the peg. id their bow-sirings and 
the striking of their palms against their 
arms, seaceed the very skies, 

16. Hearing that blare of the conchs 
sounded by the highly-puissant sons of 
Pandu, your soldiers in their camp struck 
up various instruments, 

17. Tiereafter, O Bharata, your, as 
well theis, divisions were formed into battle- 
array ;attd slowly they advanced desirous 
of one another in battle. 

18. Then ra 2 


stirring battle, the, Pandavas and 
the Kurus, as and the 
Pa Se ; 

19. to the best of their en- 
deavours, to sidy the divisions of Drona, 


DRONA PARVA. 


the Srinjayas could not accomplish their 
urpose, asthe divisions were protected by 
Dreaa himself, 

zo. So also the car-warriors of your 
son’s host, skilful in smiting down the enemy 
could not vanguish the Pandava division 
led by the diadem-decked Arjuna himself. 

21. Protected by Dona and Arjuna 
respectively, the {two armies, apweared to 
stand still Tike two blossoming forests, in the 
silence of the night. 

22. Then, O monarch, that one (Drona) 
riding on the golden car like the sun him- 
self in radiance,crushing hosts of the Panda- 
vas, careed at will through its various divi- 
sions. . 

23. Then the Pandavas and the Srin- 
jayas considered, through fright, tH&t single 
car-warrior mounted on a swift-moving car 
and of great activity in battle, as multiplied 
in to many. . 

24. Dteadful shafts shot by him, whizzed 
in all directions, terrifying, O monarch, the 
army belonging to the son of Pandu. 

25. Drona then appeared like the mid- 
day sun burning with : hundred light rays 
that drew out the perspiration frem the 
body. ® 

26. O Bharata, as the Danavas were 
unable to look at the great Indra, so none 
among the army of the sons of Pandu, ®was 
able to look at his wrathful self (Drona) 
in battle, 

27. Then that most puissant son of 
Bharadwaja, stupefying the whole host, 
spony blew off the division of Dhrista- 

lyumna with his sharpened arrows. 

28. Obstructing the points of the com- 
pass, and overspreading the whole welkin 
with his straight-going shafts, Drona com- 
menced crushing the division of the Pandava 
hest, even at the place where the son of 
Prishata was. . 

Thus ends the thirteenth chapter, the 
solemn declaration of Drona to capture 
Yudhisthira, inthe Drona Parva. 


oo 


CHAPTE R XIy¥. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—_ 
Continued. 
Banjaya said — 
irs ee pin peste 


amon 
it 4 . 
aay bah aced a forest-confla 


2. The Srinjayas ages to tremble with 
fear, seeing that enraged hero of the golden 
car (Drona), consume their division like 
a raging conflagration. 

3. In that battle, they heard the twang 
of the constantly stretched bow of that 
warrior of great activity,—twang that re- 
sembled the rumbling of the thunder. 

4. Terrible shafts shot by that one of 
great lightness of hands, completely crushed 
car-warriors and cavalry and elephants 
horses and infantry, 

*s. At the expiration of the Summer, like 
the tain-cloud, assisted by the strorf® gale, 
showering its contents, Drona, pouring 
streams of iron-tipped arrows, struck terror 
into the hearts of his enemies, 


6. *Bhen, O, king, that puissant one 


careering through the troops of the enem 
vi agitating them, aggravated their 
ears. 


7. Like flashes of lightning traversing 
dense masses of clouds, his bow of golden 
eftulgence, was repeatedly seen to flash 
in his whirling car that resembled a mass of 
cloud itself. 

3. That herd, ever devoted to truth, 
endued with intelligence, and ever firm in 
righteousness, then caused a dreadful river 
with swelling currents, to flow there, that 
a red like the one seen at the end of a 

uga ; 

9. That had its origin in the flow of 
Dronas wrath ; that was infested with nu- 
merous carnivorous animals ; that was filled 
with waves consisting of th: troops ; that ate 
away the trees (standing on its ks) con- 
sisting of heroic warriors ; 

10. That had blood for its waters, cars, 
for its eddies, elephants and horses for its 
banks, armours for its rows of lotuses, and 
flesh for the mire filling its bed ; 


11. That had, fat, marrow and bones, 
for its beaches, and excellent head-gears for 
its froth; that had the raging encounter for 
the cloudy canopy over its surface, and the 
split lances for the fishes that abounded 
in ¥ ; 

12. That was inaccessible in conse- 
quence of the corpses of large number of 
men, elephants and horses; that flew in 
strong currents constitued by the impetus 
of the shafts; that had the slain bodies for 

of timber floating on it; that swarmed 
with tortoises constitued by cars ; 


14. That had heads for pebbles scattered 
on jts banks; that had scimitars for the 
fishes abounding in it; that had elephants 
and chariots for its Jakes ; that was adorned 
with may ornaments ; 


14. That had mighty car-warriors for tts 
hundred inttle whirlpools, that was orna- 
mented with little wavelets constituted by 
the dust of the earth, that was capable of 
being crossed over in battle by thase endued 
with great prowess, and incapable of being 
crossed by the cowards, 


15. That had heaps of corpses obstruct- 
ing its navigation, that was haunted by 
Kankas, Goa vultures, that carned, by 
thousand, mighty car-warriors 
regions of Death , 


16, That was infested by snakes con- 
Sisting of the (broken) spears, that 
abounded in aquatic fowls consisting of 
living fighters, that had torn umbrellas 
for its large swans, and (fallen) diadems 
for its smaller birds , 


¢ 
17. That had wheels*(or discs) for its 
turtles, and maccs for 
arrows for its smaller fishes, that was re- 
sorted to by fearful swarms of crows, vul- 
tures and jackals , 


18. And, O foremost of kings, that bore 
in hundreds to the regions of the ancestral 
manes, beings slam by the powerful Drona 
m that battle, 


. 

19 That wis choked up with heaps 
of dead bodies , that had hair for sts mosses 
and weeds. Q monarch, such a river 
Drona caused to flow, that enhanced the 
apprehension of the cowards. 


20 ILhen all those divisions having 
Yudhisthia at ther head, assaulted on all 
side» that mighty car-wartior Drona who 
had been uttering loud shouts, 


to the 


21 Then all your heroic troops endued 
with steady prowcss received (unflinchingly) 
that rushing a:my on all sides, the result 
was horripi lating. 


22. Sakun: conversant with hundred 
lands of decenful pract: es, encountered 
Sahadeva, piercing the latters chanoteer, 
chariot and flag-staff with sharpened shafts, 


23 Thereupont n of Madri, wrought 
up with ire, cut down with his arrows, 
the standard, Low, charioteer, and stéeds 
of the son of Suvala, and then pterced the 
latter with sixty shafts, 


24. Thereupon the son of Suvala, grasp- 
ing a mace, jumped down from his best of 
cars; then with the stroke of his mace, he 
felled, O king, the driver of Sahadeva, from 
his chariot. 


25. Then, O monarch, those two heroic 
mighty wartwrs deprived of their cars, 
armed with ther clubs, n toroam in 


the field of battle like two mountains adosn- 
ed with peaks, 


{ 


its sharks, and | rushing at an infuriated rival, 


\ 
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26. Drona, having pierced the — of 
the Panchaias with ten swift-gourg (shafts), 
was, in return, pierced by hin with many 
shafts, and he then again pierced the 
latter with a still larger number of arrows. 


27. Bhimasenaffpierced @ivinsati with 
twenty keen-pwnted shafts, but being 
so pierced, he did-npt tremble , and that was 
indeed ellous. 


28. But, O mighty sovereign, Vivinsati 
suddenly deprived Bhimasena of his horses, 
standard and bow; and then the troops 
highly applauded him. 


29. But the latter did not tolerate that 
act of prowess achieved by tus adversary 
sn battle sand ithen with his mace he felled 
the excellently -trained horses of Vivinsati. 

go. Thenjjlike an infuriated elephant 
the puissant 
Wivinsati, grasping a buckler, jumped down 
from his car the steeds of which had been 
slain, and assaulted Bhimasena. 


3t. ‘Lhe heroic Salya, pierced, smilingly, 
his own geat nephew Nakula, as if in dalli- 
ance, with arrows, in orde: to excite the 
lattes’s wrath. 

32- Bus the mighty Nakula, cutung 
down, in that battle, Sa'aya’s steeds, 
umbrella, standard, charioteer and bow, 
blew his conch. 


33-  Dhristaketu 099 ty Mba in 
twain various shafts shot by Kripa, pierced 
the latter with seventy arrows, and then 
with three more cut off the device on Kuipa's 
standard, 


34 Thereupon Kripa encompassed him 
with a mighty shower of arrows, thus 
holding Dhristaketu in check, the Vipra 
fought on with him, in battle. 


35- Satyaks pierced Kritavarman in the 
middle of his breast with a Naevacha, then 
again prercing him with seventy arrows, he 
drove many more inside the latte:’s bocy 
laughing all the while, ¢ 

36. ‘Ihe warrior of the Bhoja race, then 
pierced Satyaki with seven and seventy 
keen-pointed arrows; but he failed to 
move the latter ke the fleet wind failing 
to move the mountain, 


. Senapati sorely pierced Susarman 
to the very guick. The latter alsa struck 
the former on the shoulder-joint with a 
Tomare (ot lance), 

8. King Vi with the highly puissant 
sieawen, "09 in Hedin we son of 
Vikartana. there raged a wonderful 

. Then a great feat was achieved 
dows of the reales when he held hid 
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whole force (of Virata) in check with (a 
shower of) ‘his shafts of close-joints. 


4o. King Drupada himself was engaged 
with Bhagadatta. O mighty monarch, the 
combat betwegn them was indéed} marvelf- 
ous. 

4t. Bhagadatta, the foremost of men, 
pierced with close-jointed Shafts, king Dru- 
pada, his tharioteet, flag-staff, and cha- 
riot. 

42. Thereupon, wrought up with ire, 
king Drupada, swiftly struck the mighty 
car-warrior Bhagadatta on the chest with a 
close-jointed shaft. 

43: Those two foremost of’, warriors on 
earth, both conversant with the use of wea- 

ons, namely, Sikhandin and the¢son of 

omadatta, fought with one another in a 
combat that inspired terror into‘ the- hearts 
of al! creatures. e 

44. Bhurisrava endued with great prow- 
ess, O king, covered{in battle with a*great 
stream of arrows, the mighty car-warrior, 
the son of Jajnasena. i 

45- O ruler of men, Sikhandin, filled 
with rage, pierced the son of Somadatta with 
ninety shafts, and, O Bharata, c@used him 
to tremble. 

46. Thetwo Rakshasas of} fierce’ deeds, 
viz., Hirimva and Alambusha, desiroug of 
vanquishing each other, were engaged in a 
terrible combat. 

47. Capable of creating a hundred 
illusions, inflamed with arrogance, and each 
desirous of vanquishing the other, they 
fought a wonderful battle assailing .one 
another with their power of illusions, 


48. The dreadful,Chekitana fought with 
Anuvindha ; they careered through the field 
of battle, disappearing at times and exciting 


great wonder. 

49.. Lakshmana was engaged in a terri- 
ble combat. with Kshatradeva, as, O 
monarch, Vishnti_ was, in days of yore, 
engaged with the Daitya Hiranyakasipu. 


50. Then, O king, Pourava; uttering a 
loud roar, and mounting’en a carjto which 
were yoked fleet st8eds “and which was 
Ecos furnished, rushed at the son of 

4 fo? : 


; EA ee : ror tccs : 

51,” Then deésirous* of battle, Povrava 
possessed of. erent might. assaulted Abhi- 
manyu. "Then th itidef of foes (Abhr- 
manyu) battled Séecely with his antagonist. 

‘$2. . Then the. spn of, Puru covered the 
son of Subadee wr gtk shower of ar- 


rows. © Then thé-son af Arj ? 
Sh end etre 


SS eee ee ee 





—— 
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53. Then the son of Subhadra having 
pierced Pourava with seven swiftly-flying 
arrows, pierced with five shafts his chariot- 
eer and horses, 


54. Thus imparting delight to his own 
troops and repeatedly uttering leonine rears, 
Arjuna’s son quickly took in his hand .& 
shaft that was sure to causes Pourava’s 
death. ; : 

. The son of Hridika se@fg that shaft 
of dreadful sight fixed on the bow-string (of 
Subhadra’s son) cut it down, along with the 
bow, with two arrows. 


56. Thereupon throwing aside th% se- 
vered bow, the sun of Subhadra, that slayer 
of inimical theroes, grasping a sharp sword, 
and a buckler jumped down (from his 
car). °e e 
57. Then whirling that buckler bearing 
the devices of many stars which seemed to 
be identified with his hands as also the 
sword, he careered through the field of bat- 
tle displaying his prowess. 

58. O king, whirling the weapons by 
his sides and whirling them on high, and 
shaking them and himself jumping up he 
n’ade the distinction between the sword and 
shield tobe imperceptible. 

59. Then with a loud shout he sudden- 
ly leapt upon the shaft of Pourava's car; 
then ascending the car he dragged Pourava 
by the hair ; 

60. ‘Then with a kick of his leg he killed 
the latter'sscharioteer, and with his sword 
cut down the standard; then he threw 
off Pourava, like the son of Tarkhya 
throwing aside a snake that he had sei- 
zed having agitated the waters of the 
ocean. 

61. Then all the rulers of earth saw 
Pourava with dishevelled hair resembling 
an ox deprived of his Senses, while on tho 
point of being felled by a lion. 


62. Then beholding Pourava at the 
mercy of the son of Arjuna, and dragged 
like one helpless, and fallen-on the ground, 
Jajadratha did not tolerate it. 


63. Grasping a sword and a ‘shield 
deoorated with the emblem of a peacock 
and furnished with a row.of hundred small 
Xinklcrs, and utterring a loud roar, he jump- 
ed down from his chariot. 


64. Thereupon the nephew of Krishna 
behoiding the prince of the Sindhus, left 
Pourava alone, and like a hawk suddenly 
jumped down from the latter’s car. 

65. The nephew of Krishna, severed 
down with his sword or warded off with his 
‘shield, the Prasas (lances) Pattishas (axes) _ 
and scimitars directed tohim by his ene- 
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66. Then displaying to the troops the 
might of his own arms, that puissant hero 
= per uplifting his heavy sword and his 
shield, 


67. Advanced towards the son of 
Vriddhakehatra, the eternal enemy of his 
father, like a tiger rushing at an elephant. 


68. Then having encountered each other 
as if out of geist, they began to strike 
each other wits their swords, lke a tiger 
and a lion attacking each other with teeth 
and claws. 


* 69.,,,Between those two foremost of mén 
mo person could notice any distinction re- 
garding the whirl, the strokes and the des- 
cent of their swords and shields. 


qe. There seemed no distinction be- 
tween them as regards the descent ‘and the 
whirl of their swords, and the warding off 
of each other's blows. 


71. Then those two high-souled ones, 
careering inward and outward, in most ex- 
cellent tracks, appeared liketwo mountains 
furnished with wings. 


72. Then when the high-famed son of 
Subhadra was on the point of bringing 
down his sword on the head of Jayedeaths, 
the latter struck him on his shield. 


73- Then that mighty sword, struck into 
the gold plate of Abhimanyu’s bucklef, 
O Bharata, broke (in twain) as the kin 
rs the Sindhus tried to take it off wit 
orce. 


74. Beholding his own sword break, 
Jayadratha receded six steps, and within 
an wink of the eye, was seen to be mounted 
on his own car. 


75. Then all the kings in a body en- 
st age on all sides the nephew of 
Krishna, who had been then disengaged 
from the combat and- had been sitting on 
his excellent chariot. 


76. Then the 
Arjuna looking at 
sword and buckler. 

77. Subhadra’s son, the slayer of hostile 
heroes, having vanquished the king of the 
Sindhus, consumed the troops led by the 
latter like the Sun scorching. the world. 

78. Thereupon, at him (Abhimanyu)‘ 
Salya hurled, in battle, his dreadful dart 
made of all iron, decked with gold and re- 
sembling a flashing flame of fire. 


. Then like the son of Vinata catching 
hold of a mighty falling snake, the nephew 


of Krishna, leaping up caught hold of the 


ighly puissant son of 
ayadratha, whirled his 


dart; and havi it, he drew his 
sword out of its s 
80. Thereu all the monarchs in a 


chorus u a shout resembling the roar 
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of a lion, having seen the lightness and 
prowess of that one of immeasurable energy 
(Abhimanyu). 


81. Thereafter the son of Subhadra, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, go, charg- 
ing with the might of his s, the self- 


and decked with 


82. Then that dart, that resembled a 
snake that had recently cast off its slough, 
reaching Salya’s chariot, slew its driver 
and felled him,down from the car. 


83. Thereupon Virata, Drupada, Dhrista- 
ketu and Yudhisthira, Satyaki, Kaikaya, 
Bhima, Dhristadyumna and Sikhandin, 


84. The twins Nakula and Sahadeva,and 
the sons,of Draupadi, all exclaimed ‘‘Well- 
done’ = “‘Well-done.” Whizzing sounds 
produced by the discharge of various arrows 
and ample leonine roars 


85. Arose there, imparting detight to 
the unreceding son of Subhadra. But your 
sons could not tolerate these indications 
of victory of their adversaries ; 

86. And so, ‘suddenly they covered him 
from all sides, with showers of s 
shafts, O rnonarch, like the clouds pouring 
their contents on the mountain. 


87. Then Atrayani, the slayer of foes, 
desirous of doing good to your sons and 
remembering the overthrow of his cha- 
rioteer, rushed in rage at the son of 
Subhadra. 


Thus ends the fourteenth chapter, the 
prowess of Abhimanyu, in the Dronabhi- 
sheka of the Drona Paves; 


same dart of oy of, great resplendence 
? pises. 





CHAPTER XV. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued: : 


Dhritarastra said :— 

8. o- a, you have described to me 
various wonderful accdunts of single com- 
bats; hearing them I envy those who are 
blessed with eyes, ° 

a. In’ this world, all men will speak of 
this battle between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas; teserabling that 
cetestials and the Asuras, as very 
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resembled a tree lighted by fireflies during 
the rainy season at night-fall. 


18. The mace hurled by the king of the 
Madras in battle, O Bharata, illummating 
welkin, frequently emitted flashes of 

res. 


19, Similarly the mace hurled by Bhima- 
sena at his foe, consumed the latter’s troops 
hke a dreadful meteor shooting down 


20. Then those two excellent of maces, 
clashing against each other, appeared hke 
| two fiercely breathing she-snakes, and emit- 
{ 
j 


Sanjaya-said :— 

4. Seeing his charioteer overthrown, 
Salya uplifting a mace wholly made of tron, 
end in rage uttering a loud shout, jumped 
down from hi excellent car. 

. Therew Bhima also grasping a 
nlite wae 4 speedily sencountered him 
(Salya) who then resembled the all-destroy- 
ing re in effulgence, and also the God of 
death wielding his bludgeon. 

6. The son of Subhadraalso grasping a 
huge mace that looked like the thunderbolt 
itself, called out to Salya saying ‘Come, 
Come’; but Bhima, with great efforts, pre- 
vented him (from joing in the fray). 

. Then having dissuaded the, son of 
Subhadra, the puissant Bhimasena, meeting 
Salya im battle, stood immovable lithe a 
mountain. ‘ 

8. Also the mighty-powerful king of the 
Madras, beholding Bhima, rushed at him 
with smpetuousity, like a tiger attacking 
an elephant. ° 

_Q Then there arose thé blare of trum- 
ets and conchs by thousands, as also 
fonme roars and deafening gounds of 
drums. 

10. Loud shouts of ‘Well-done’ ‘Well- | 
done’ were uttered by hundreds of Kuru | 
and Pandava warriors who had been looking | the. Mateas “beth.on the it. andon the 


her. 
on and rushing agaist one anot 6 h P right side, Bhima did not tremble, even he 
7. 2 . vane 7k gens ane oe iis a mounta% cleft open (by the thunder-bolt). 
could’ withstand in battle, the impetuonsity | 5, 25 Also the puissant king of the Madras’ 
emg struck by impetus of the mace of 
of the attack of Bhimasena. Bh 
‘ ima, patiently stood immovable lke a 
eh Sa ted pA poll 9 2 mountain riven by the thunder-bolt itself, 
ribet! by the kiag of the Madras of ik Gib cecthan wake abit intelwre toc 
13. Then dat huge mnce, covered over = agam ‘began course i shorter 
3. . circles, 
with a net-work composed of semen strings “ 
and gold wires, imparted great delight into 7- 
the hearts of thé troops, and being wielded | © 
val elephants, they began to strike with 
by Bhima it seemed to blaze forth. vehemence, one another, with their iron 


14. Then both Salya and Vrikodara, | bludgeons. 
whirling their maces @nd moving in various 28. In consequence of their great im- 
orders, began to course jn various circles. oo and being struck sorely with each 
= other's mace, those two heroes simulta- 
15. Whether *as regards their circular 7 
movements and whirjng motion$ or their oe Tie. SEEN: AO Poles 
wielding of the maces, the fight between . 


those two foremost of men was in 29. ‘Ihereupon the mighty car-warrior 
every respect. eam! Kritavarman speedily came to Silyas r-scue 


who was deprived of his senses and was 
als The prodigi Byer of Salya being breathing quickly. 
ic inst ‘that imasena, emit . 
‘ * 30. Seeing Salya crushed with the stroke 
Lay es of Gre and then quickly fell | of the mace, be ac like a wmake and 
into fragments. ovecwhelmed with a swoon, O monarch, 


17. Similarly ‘the mace of Bhimasena 31. The mighty car-waartor Kritavarman, 
being struck against that of his adversary, | speedily taking up the ruler of the Madras 


4 


ted flashes of fire. 


2t. Then like two mighty tigers attacking 
one another with their claws or like two 
infunated elephants doing the same with 
theu tusks, those two heroes, coursed (in the 
ficld), having grasped their two excellent 
maces, 


22. Then both of them beng simul- 
tancously struck with those excellent of 
maces, were soon besmeared with blood and 
they resembled two Kinsuka trees decked 
with blossoms. 


» 23. Then in all the points of the compass 
; was heard, Itke* the rambling of Sakra's 
thunder, the sound generated ny the clash of 
the maces wielded by those two forcmust of 
yen. 


24 Struck with the mace of the ruler of 


26. Uprarsing their maces, they assault- 


Leaping over space measuring eight 
steps and falling upon cne another like two 
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on his car carried him away from the field 
of battle. 


32. ‘Though unconscious like one drnnk 
the mighty-armed and heroic Bhima rose 
up in a twinkling of the eye and was seen 
standing with his mace in his grost. 


33. Thereu ur sons seeing the king 
of the Siadbee tek week from the field of 


battle, O Sire, began to tremble s ed 
t h they were by elephant, infantry, 
cay. and cars. 


34 The warriors of your army being 
crushedby the Pandavas desirous of victory 
and struck with fear, fled in all directions 
like clouds driven by the storm, 


33. The mighty warriors, O king, of the 
Pandava host having vanquished, ineVattle, 
the army of Dhritarastra, appeared efful- 
gent like blazing fires. 


36. Transported with joy, they blew 
their conchs and yave forth roars resem- 
bling those of the lions, and struek up their 
drums along with mridangas and cymbals, 


Thus ends the fifteenth chapter, the de- 
feat of Salyain the Dronabhisheka of the 
Drona Parva. 


—_—__—- 


CHAPTER XVI. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. Seeing that army of yours thoroughly 
routed in battle, OQ monarch, Vrishasena 
endued with piowess, single-handed, began 


to protect it by means of the illussion of this 
weapons. 


2. In that battle numerous shafts dis- 
charged by Vrishasena flew in all the ten 
directions of the ompass, piercing men, 
_ horses, cars and elephants. 


3. Like the are of the sun, QO kings 


mighty arrows of blazing effulgence “shot 
by him, began to fly (on all sides). 


4._O monarch, pierced by him car-. 


(warriors and cavalry began to fall 
sucdenly on the 
the hurricane. 


That mighty car-warrior felled in 
battle, O monarch, large divisions of steeds, 
tar-warriors, and elephants, by hundreds 
and thousands, 


6. Seeing him career alone through 
the field of battle, like one fearless, all the 


monarchs uniting together encompassed him 


down 
ground, hike trees broken by 
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7. The son of Nakuta by name Satanika 
charged Vrishasena and pierced the latter 
with ten Narachas that could penetrate imo 
the very vitals. 

8. The son of Karna, in retyrn, sundered 
his bow and cot down his standard. The 


sons of Droupadi d to rescue their 
brother, rushed tovsards him. 


9. Soon with their arrowy showers they 
made the son of Karna disappear from the 
view. ‘Thereupon car-warriors headed by 
the son of Drona charged them, removing 
the shower of their arrows. 

yo. O monarch, these warriors (headed 
by Drona’s son) speedily covered over the 
mighty cSr-warriors namely the sons of 
Dr di, with arrows of various descrip- 
ton Ike clouds pourmy their contents on @ 
mountain. 


‘31. Prompted by their affection for 
their sons, the Pandavas quickly encounter- 
ed them (assailants), being followed by the 
Panchalas, Katkayas, Matsyas and Srin- 
jayas, with their arms uplifted, 


12. Then commenced a fierce and 
sanguinary and hair-stirring engagement 
between your army and the army of the 
sons of Pandu like that between the celes- 
tials and the Danavas. 


ty Thos the heroes among the Kurt 
and the Pandava hosts, wrought wp with 
wrath, fought with one another looking 
furiously at one another and nourishing 
(deadly) hatred for one anothers. 

14. The bodies of those warriors of im- 
measurable prowess in consequence of their 
being inspuwed with wrath, a hke 
those of the feathered chief (Gsoruda) and 
pg mighty serpents fightng i» ‘she 

S. 


15. The scene of action with Bhima, 
Karna, Kri3a, Drona and Drona's son, and 
Parshata and Satyaki, bas Serle effulgent 
hike the all-destructive sun that rises yat the 
time of the univi rsal annibiation). 

16. Then there ensued a dreadful battle, 
like that between the celestials and ashe 
Danavas, in which mighty warriors engaay- 
ed with mighty antagonists smote down 
one another, 4 « 

17. “Yhereafter the host of Yudhisthira, 
settmg up a noise loud as that of the 
{agitated} ocean, full to slaughter your 
host, of which the mighty car-warriors have 


the {Kourava) host 
exceaswely — 


19. Thereafter that hero owning -chest- 
nut steeds, inflamed with capa tie an 
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elephant bearing four tusks, penetrated 
into the "Pandava ranks and rushed at 
Yudhisthira. 


20. Thereupon Yudhisthira pierced him 
with shafts, keen-pointed and furnistfed 
witht feathers of the Kanka bird, Drona 
also cutting his bow in two charged him 
with great impetus, 


21. Thereat the protectors of Yudhisthira’s 
cac-wheels etait Kumara, the glory to 
the Panchala races, resisted the rushing 
Drona, like the beach opposing the swelling 
sea. 


22. When Drona the foremost of the 

enarate ones was seen to be held in 
check by Kumara, there were heard sounds 
of war-cries and exclamations of ‘Excellent, 
excellent &c.’ * 


23. Then in that battle, fierce Kumara, 
wrought up with ire, pierced, with a shak, 
Drona on the chest; and then repeatedly 
uttered roars like those of the lion. 


24. Then that highly puissant and in- 
defatigable Kumara of gredt lightness of 
of hands, having held Dfona at bay in that 
battle, pierced him with thousands of 
shafts. 


25. Thereafter the foremost of the twice- 
born ones (Drona) slew Kumara that pro- 
tector of Yudhisthira’s car-wheels whg was 
brave, of illustrious vows, and well-versed 
in the use of weapons and mantras. 


26. Then that foremost of the regenerate 
ones, the son of the Bharadwaja, became the 
protector of your army, having penetrated 
into the centre of the Pandava host and 
coursing on all directions, 


27. Piercing Sikhandin with twelve 
arrows, Uttamanjas with twenty, Nakula 
with five, and Sahadeva with seven, 


28. Yudhisthira with twelve and the sons 
of Droupadi each with three, »Satyaki with 
fiveand the ruler of the Matsyas with ten 
arrows, . 


a And rushing at the foremost warriors 
of Pandavas in due order, he (Drona.) 
. the warlike host in that battle. 
4 desirous of capturing :the son of 
Kunti namely Yudhisthira, he (Drona) 
charged kimi * 

$0. Therégpon, @ motiarch, Pugandhara 
anti eda car-warrior, the son of 

haradwaja, who was-inflamed with rage, 
tike the ocean swelling with the tempest, 


31. But Drona, having pierced Yudhis- 
ira with ointed shafts, overthrew 
‘ugandhara fiom is nichein the car 
with & broad- arrow. 
There 


> 3a. Virata and Drupada, 
Kékaya and Satya and Sibi, and Vyag- 


—_—_——— 
. . 
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hradatta, the prince of the Panchalas and 
Sinhasena endued with prowess-~ 


33. These and many other wacriors, 
desirous of rescuing Yudhisthira, impeded 
Drona’s path by scattering innumerable 
arrows. 


34. Vyaghradatta, the prince of the Pan< 
chalas, pierced Drona with fifty whetted 
arrows; thereupon, O monarch, the Pan- 
dava host uttered a loud shout. 


35. Sinhasena also having quickly pierc- 
ed the mighty car-warrior Drona, suddenly, 
out of delight, broke out into a h, in- 
spicing terror into the hearts of the mighty 
car-watriors, 

36. Thereupon expanding his eyes, and 
twanging his bow-string, and making aloud 
sound by striking his arms with his palms, 
Drona rushed upon him (Sinhasena). 


37. Then Drona of great prowess putting 
forth his energy, severed the head of Sin- 
hasesna decked with ear-rings as also that- 
of Vyaghradatta, with a pair of broad- 
| headed shafts. 


38. ‘Phen with the shower of his arrows 
“having crushed «he mighty car-warriors of 
the Pandava host, he stood near the chariot 
of Yudhisthira like the all-destroying Death 
himself, 


39. -When Drona of regulated vows 
reached the vicinity of Yudhisthira, O mon- 
arch, loud cries of ‘The king is slain’ were 
uttered dy the warriors of Yudhisthira's 
army. 

40. Then the soldiers, beholding the 
prowess of Drona said, ‘To-day the royat 
son of Dhritarastra will attain the fruition 
of his desire. 


41. This very moment Drona, having 
captured in battle the son of Pandu, will, 
being transported with joy, surely return to 
us and to the son of Dhritarastra.’ 


42. When your soldiers had been thus 
conversing, the mighty car-warrior, the son 
of Kunti (Arjuna) rushed there with impe- 
tyousity, resounding the welkin with the 
rattle of his car, an 


43. Creating, by the carnage he caused, 
a river, of which the water consisted of 
blood, and the eddies of cars; which was 
stagnant with bones and corpses of brave 
warriors, and which conveyed creatures to 
the regions of the departed. 


44. Having crossed that river having the 
myriad shafts for its froth and abounding 
in fishes consisting of lances,the son of Pan- 
ducame there crushing the Kurus with his 
speed. 


45. Thereafter the diadem-decked Ar- 
juna suddenly charged’ Drona’s division, 
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covering it with a net-work of mighty ar- 
tows and stupefying therewith the warriors 
that followed Drona. 


46. Nobody was able to perceive any In- 
terval between the swift placing of the ar- 
rows On the bow-string and their discharge 
by the well-renowned son of Kunti. 


47. Neither the cardinal quarters, nor the 
~welkin,nor the conclave dome, nor the earth, 
could be seen any longer, O monarch; 
everything then appeared to be a continu- 
ous mass of arrows. 


48. Phen when the wielder of the Gandiva 
had caused a ‘palpable darkness’ in the 
field of the battle with his shafts, nothing, O 
monarch, could be distinguished. 


49. At the setting of the sun at *that 
moment, and at the envoloping of the earth 
with dusk, neither foe nor friend could be 
distinguished any longer. 


50. Thereupon Drona and Duryodhana 
and others began to withdraw their forces. 
Considering his enemes to be inspired with 
terror and unwilling to carry on the fight, 


51—52. Vibhatsu also slowly withdrew, 
his own divisions; then the ‘Pandus and the 
Srinjayas and the Panchalas highly delight- 
ed began to praise the son of Piritha 
(Arjuna), with agreeable words, like the. 
Rishis praising the Sun. Thus having 
vanquished his foes Dhananjaya, filled 
with rapture, and accompanied by Ke- 
shava, retired to his own camp, brit ging up 
the rear of his whole army. 


53. Seated in the terrace of his excellent 
chariot adorned with emaralds and rubies 
and diamonds of the first water, and with 
the costliest specimens of gold, silver, corals, 
and crystal, the son of Pandu shone: like 
the moon in the heavens adorned with the 
stars. 


Thus ends the sisteenth chapter, the vic- 
tory of Arjuna, in ghe Dronabhjsheha of 
the Drona Parva. ° 


CHAPTER XVII. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) 


Sanjaya said :-— 


1. © lord of men, the troops having 
retired to their camps, duly fe gg their 
quartets, according to the divisions and 
ranks to which they belonged. 

2. Having withdrawn fis soldiers, Drona, 
with a dejected heart, seeing !uryodhana, 
spoke these words in shame. 

3. ‘I have told you before, that when 
Dhananjiya stays by the side of Yudhis- 


—_—— ——— 


a 
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thira, even the celestials wifl not be able to 
capture the latter in battle. : 


You all assaulted Partha in battle, 
bug he defeated all of you ; do not doubt my 
words ;{imbna and the son Pandu are 
incapuble of being vanquished in battle? 


5. If however py'any means Arjuia 
owning white steeds can be taken away 
from the side of Yudhisthira, then, O king, 
even to-day may Yudhistira be brought 
under your sway. 


6. Let some one challenging him 
(Arjuna) in battle tcke him to another part 
of the field. ‘he son of Kunti will not 
return without having vanquished him. 


° : : 

7- O monarch, during that interval 
when Yadhisthira will be’ deprived of the 
help of Arjuna, I, penetrating through the 
Pandava hosts will capture the very virtu- 
ous king, even before the very eyes of 
Dhristadyumna, 


8. Thus, O monarch, I will to-da 
certitude brin 


with 
under your control -Yudhus- 


thira, the n of Dharma, with all his 
followers. 
9. If, in battle, that son ot Pandu stays 


only for oné'moment (before me) then I will 
bring him (a captive) from the field; surely 
that achievement will be of more advantage 
than wictory (over the bostile army.’ 


Sanjaya said — 

to. Thereat, having listened to these 
words of Irona, the ruler of the ‘Trigarttas 
united with his brothers, spoke these words, 
O monarch. 


11. ‘O monarch, we have been very 
often humiliated by the wielder of the 
Gindiva bow ; O, foremost of the Bharatas, 
though we have done him no harm yet he 
bears malice against us. , , 


12. We, ,remembering those yarious 
occasions of humiliation, are ever consumed 
with the fire of wrath, and, at night can 
never enjoy sleep. 

13. By good fortune itis that Arjuna 
bearing arms, ‘will become the object of 
our sight; so we will achieve that feat which 
our hearts long to accomplish. 

14. Thrs‘act will be ayreeable to you 
and shall s¢dound to our renown, Drawing 
him out of the field of ‘battle we shall slay 


him. 


15. To-day dhe earth will be relieved 


of the burden of Arjuna or that of the 


Trigarttas. Truly we resolve this before 
,and this our resolation will never be 
alsified? ° | 
16. Satyaratha, Satyavarman, Satyavrata’ 
Satyashu, and Satyakarman, @ Bharata, 
having spoken in the same manner, 


DeANA PARVA. 


17. Those five brothers, with their ten 
thousand cars, retired, O monarch, having 
taken that oath on the field of battle. 


18. ‘The Malavas, and the Tundikeray 
with thirty thowsand cars, and that foremost 
of men Susarman of the Trigartta race, 
the culer of Prasthala, 


. 

19. Together with the Mavelakas the 
Lalithyas, and the Madrakas, and with 
ten thousand cars and accompanied by 
his brothers, 

20. And with another ten thousand 
excellent cars come from various kingdoms, 
came forward to take the oath, 


21. Then bringing fire, and every 
one having separately kindled oge for 
himself, they took up mats of Kusa grass 
and excellent mail-coats. 


22, Then having donned their armours 
and haying smeared themselves with clari- 
fied buuer and wearing those mattresses 
ot Kusa grass, and with their bowstrings as 
their belts, those heroes, whoehad given 
away hundreds and thousands as Dhak- 
shina, 

23. Whohad accomplished magy sacri- 
fices, who had been blessed with sons, who 
deserved regions of bliss hereinafter, who 
had done what ought to be done, who were 
ready to lay down their bodies, who Had 
devoted their souls to the acquirement of 
fame and victory, 


24. Who were intent speedily on going 
to the regions,—by being killed in a fair 
fiaht,—that are attained by means of sacri- 
fices attended with profuse Dakshinas, and 
by means also of many such other rites, the 
foremost of which are Brahmacharyya and 
the study of the Vedas,— 

25. Those heroes having gratified the 
Brahmanas by giving them golden coin 
separately and also kine and garihents, and 
having addressed one another in loving 
words, 

26. And having kindled the fire, took 
that oath in the field of battle; then in the 
presence of that fire thay took that-oath with 
a great firmness of resolution. * 

27. Having f8rmed that fiem resolution 
for the death of Dhananjaya seid these 
words aldud im the hearth of all present, 

28. “Those 
those that are for 


that are for the liars, 


e Brahminicides, those 
that are for the those that are 
for a person who hag illicit intercourse with 
the wife of his preceptor, 

29. Those that ate for him who robs a 
Bratmana of bis property, or for him whe 
enjoys the kings aHowance (without fulfill- 
ing the conditions theréof), or for him whe | 


| 
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forsakes one secking shelter in him, or for 
him who slays one asking for favours, 

30. Those regions that are for the in 
cendiary, or forthe slayer of the kine, ar 
for hun that does injury to others,or for him 
that nourishes ilewill against the Brahma-~ 
nas; 

31. Those regions that are for hine who, 
out of foolishness,does not hold sexual inter 
course with his wife during her season, 
those also that are for men who indulge 
in gexual intercourse on the day they have 
to perform a shradha, those that age for 
people who injure their own soul ; 


32. Thosethatare for men who appra: 
priate things deposited with them olit o! 
trust, os for those who destroy knowledge, 
or for tHose who fight with the eunuchs, 
or fur those that follow the mean ; 


33. ‘Those regions that are for the 
atheists, or those that are for people who 
abandon the Fues and their own mother, 
or those that are for the sinful,—those 
regions shall be ours, 


34- if we return from the ficld of battle 
wRhout having skin Dhananjaya, or if 
afflicted by him we, out of terror, turn 
away our faces from the field. 


_ If, on the other hand, we can accom- 
plish in battle that feat difficult of achieving, 
then, for certain, to-day we shall attain to 
the most desirable regions.’ 


36. O Monarch, having thus spoken, 
they then proceeded to the fight summoning 
Arjuna to the southern part of the field. 


37. ‘Lhat foremost of men, that conqueror 
of hostile fortresses, namely the son of 
Pritha, being summoned by them, said 
these words without delay to the very 
virtuous king Yudlisthiga. 


38. ‘Challenged, I will never turn back. 
This is my firm resolution. These Samsap- 
takas (those who are sworn to die or to 
conquer) O king, are calling me to meet 
them in battle. 

392 This Susarman with his brothers 
is summoning me to battle. It behoves you 
topermit me to slay him and his followers. 
%4v. O foremost of men, 1 can not brook 
this challenge; I do tell you truly, know 
these hostile heroes to be already slain in 
battle. . 

Yudhisthira said :— 

41. O child, you are perfectly aware 
of what Drona is intent on doing. Act in 
such a manner so that his intention may 
be frustrated. ; : ai 

42. Drona is endued with prowess, and 
he is heroic, accomplished in the use of 
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and indifatigable (in battle). O 
resolved 


mig ty car-warrior, even he has 
to bring about my capture. 
Arjuna said :— 

43. This Satyajit, O monarch, will pro- 
tect you in battle to-day ; and so leng as 
the prince of the Panchalas lives, the 
preceptor will not attain the fruition of his 
desires. 

44. If, on the other hand, O master, 
this foremost of men, Satyajit, be slain, in 


battlg, then you shall not stay in the field 
even if sourrounded by all (our warriors). 


Sanjaya said :— 

45. Then king Yudhisthira gave Phal- 
= the permission he sought ;‘and em- 
raced him and cast affectionate glances 
on him and pronounced nuinerous bene- 
dictions on him, 


46. Having made these arrangement, the 
uissant son of Pritha went to meet the 
Lrigarttas, like a hungry hon falling upon 
a herd of deer, for assuaging its hunger. 

47. Thereafter the army of Duryo- 
dhana highly delighted at the absence 

of Arjuna from Yudhisthira’s side, became 
infuriated at the thought of the capture of 
the virtuous monarch. * 

48. Thereupon both armies clash 
against each other with great vehemence, 
Ike the conflux of the rivers Ganga and 
Saraju in the rainy season, when they are 
both swollen with water. 

Thus ends the seventeenth chapter, the 
i Se of Dhananjaya, in the Samsap- 
taka-badha of the Drong Parva. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, Then, O monarch, the Samsaptakas, 
filled with joy, stood on the level platu, 
having, with their chariots, formed an array 
figuring the moon. 

2. O Sire, seeing the diadem-decked 
Arjuna rush at them, those foremost of men, 
highly delighted, gave out deafening 
roars. 

3- Those roars filed the’ subsidiary and 
the cardmal quarters and also the conclave 
dome. There were produced no rever- 
berations owing to the field being covered 
over with men, 
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4- Then Dhananjiya, ascertaining them 
to be excessively delighted, said these words 
to Krishna, smiling the while 


+ 5- ‘Behold, you"who have Devaki for 
your mother, these Trigarttz brothers, who 
are about to fall inibattle to-day, are trans- 
ported with joy aj the time when they really 
ought to weep. ° 

6. Or surely, this is the time for joy for 
the Trigarttas, as they shall, ere long, attain 
to those excellent regions which can not be 
obtained by the cowards.’ 

7- Having thus spoken to the mighty- 
armed Hridukesha: Arjuna encountered 
in battle the ranks of the Irigartta soldiers 
disposed of in battle-array. 

8. Thereafter taking up his conch known 
as Deyzdatta of the effulgence of gold, he 
blew it with great force, filling the points of 

“the compass with the blare. 


9. Terrified at that blare, the car-host of 
the Samsaptakas stood motionless in the 
field of battle as if turned into adamant. 


to. All their steeds stood with their eyes 
expanded and their ears, necks and hps 
paralysed, and their legs mctionless ; and 
they discharged urine and vomitted blood, 


ai. However, regaining consciousness 
and rallying their forces, the Samsaptakas 
diScharged simultaneously, at the son ot 
Pandy, shafts furnished with che feathers of 
the Kanka bird. 


12, Thereupon Arjuna, capable of 
manifesting with lightness his prowess in 
battle, severed those thousand arrows be- 
fore they could reach him, with fifteen 
swift-coursing shafts of his. 

13. Thereat they pierced Arjuna with 
ten whetted shafts separately ; and the son 
of Pritha alge plerced them separately with 
three shafts each. 


14. Then, O monarch, each of them se- 
parately pierced the son of Pritha with five 
shafts ; and the puissant Partha in return 
pierced them. each § a couple of arrows. 


4 7 

I é ith ire, they once again 
que fic Ane and Keshava, ‘with 
arrows, ties the raigs filling up a lake. 


16, 5 seer yeaa arrows fell 
upue Avett at OF bees falling, ina 
forest, ont trees decked wich Slocpeenee’ 


17, {[heteafter Suvabu deeply stuck on 
the diadem of Sa i (Arjuna) ‘thi 
ike ceed meuiceaeee 


18 Haying those etraight-going shafts 
furnished with wings of Stick on his 
diadem, Arjuna, as if with orna- 
tnents of gold, shone like the rising Sun. 
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19, Then in that battle the son of 
Pandu, with a broad-headed arrow cut off 
the finger-guard of Suvahu, and also 
covered him over with arrowy showers. 


ao, Thereafter Susarman, Suratha, Su- 
dhaman, and Suvahu, pierced the diadem- 
decked Arjuna with ten arrows each, 

21. Thereat, that one, bearing the fore- 
most of the monkeys as a device on his 
banner, pierced them all with several 
arrows in return; and he cut down their 
golden flag-staffs with broad-headed shafts. 


22. Having severed the bow of Sudha- 
man, Arjuna slew his horses with his 
shafts, Then Arjuna severed f the 
trunk, the head of the former furnished with 
a head-gear. . | 
29. At the fall of that brave warrior, 
his followers, were inspired with terror ; and 
siezed with panic they ran to where the” 
army of Duryodhana was, 

24. Then the son of Vasava, (Arjuna) 
wrought up with rage, began,to destroy 
that mighty host with his gontinuous net- 
work arrows, like the rays of the sun. 
destroying the darkness (of night). 

25. When that host was shattered and 
scattered in all directions, and when Savya- 
sachin was inflamed with wrath, panic siezed 
the Trigarttas. * 

26, Then they, slaughtered with the 
close-jointed shafts of Partha, were over- 
whelmed with swuons, in that field, like a 


terrified herd of deer. 
27. Thereupon, excited with vy the 
sovereign of the’ Trigarttas ad ressing 
those mighty car-warriors said, ‘ Fly not, 
you heroes, it behoves you not to be siezed 
with panic. 

28. Having taken dreadful®oaths before 
the eyes of the entire troops, what shall you 
say to the leaders of Duryodhana’s army 
if now you go back to them? 

29. Will we not be the objects of de- 
rision in this world, for this (cowardly) act 
of ours in battle? United hogether, do 
you again repair to yor own di ms 7 

30. Thus being spoken to, © monarch, 
they — Me agecinerrny Tears, anid Acree 
heroes blew t conchs imparting 
to one another. ' ° it 


3t. Thereafter that ae 
once more rallied seves ; oN 


Narayana cow- they were determined 
evento « Riessall, 

Thus ende tighteenth ter, th 
slaughter of ‘Sean in the > 
teka-badha of the Drons Parva, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA).— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Beholding the host ‘of the Samsap- 
takas once more return to battle, Arjuna 


thus addressed the high-souled son of 
Vasudeva. 
2. ‘O Hrishikesha urge my steeds 


inst this host of the Samsaptakd. I 
think they will not give up the battle so long 
life will be extant in them. 


3- Behold, to-day, the terrible prowess 
of my two arms as also that of my bow. 
This dav I will slay them, like Rudra slay- 
ing creatures (at the time of the universal 
annihilation).’ 

4. Thereupon Krishna smiling, and 
greeting the invincible Arjuna with aus- 
picious words, pushed in the chariot where- 
so-ever the latter desired it 10 go. 


5 That chariot, borne im that battle by 
white steeds, appeared excessively effulgent, 
like a celestial car borne through the firma- 
ment. 

6. O monarch, like the chariot of Sakra 
in the battle between the gods and the 
Asuras in the day's of yore, that car moved 
in circular, backward and forward motions. 


7 Then the Va vayana soldiers inflamed 
with rage and holding various weapons in 
their hands, encompassing Dhananjaya, 
covered hits with showers of arrows, 


8. O foremost of the Bharatas, in a 
moment they, in that batile, made the son 
of Kunti namely Dhananjaya, together with 
Krishna, disappear from the sight. 

9. Wrought up with wrath, Phalguna, 
doubling his energy in#that battle, rubbed 
his bow Gandiva and quickly grasped it. 

1o. Causing a frown indicauve of wrath 
to gather on his brow, the son of Pandu 
charged his mighty conch called Devadutta 
with his breath, 


» tt. Thereafter Arjuna discharged the 
weapon Called Tashtra that 1s capable of 
slayin divisions of the enemy. 


g ig 
‘Thereupon thousands of separate forms (of 
Arjuna and Vasudeva) siarted into exis- 
tence there. 

12. Confounded by the various imagds 
of Arjuna’s self, they fell to slay one an- 
other each considering the other to be 
Arjuna himself. 

13. ‘This is Arjuna, this is Govinda, these 
two are the son of Pandu and the descend- 
ant of Yadu'—uttering these exclamations, 
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and stupefied, they slew cach other in that 
fight. 

14. Confounded by virtue of that weapon, 
they courted destruction through one an- 
other's agency. In that batile those ware 
riors shone like flowering Kinsuhka trees, 


15. ‘Then that weapon, consuming the 
thousands of shafts discharged by the ene- 
my, conveyed those heroes to the regions of 
Death. 


16. Thereafter Vibhatsu, with a smile, 
cruskgd with his arrows the war-like Lali- 
thyas, the Malavas, the Mavelakas and the 
Trigarttas, 

17, Those Kshatriyas, doomed by fate 
to die, being smitten by the heroic son of 
Pritha, discharged at Kim a net*wotk of 
diverse arrows. 

18. Thereupon, neither Arjuna, nor his 
car, nor Kesnava was to be ssen on the 
field, being covered over by that terrible 
arrowy showers. 

19. Then $finding their arrows strike the 
aim, they exclaimed to one another sayin 
‘Krishna and Arjuna are both slain’; ai 
out of dehght they waived their garments 
in the air. 

20. Then those heroes sounded, by thou- 
sands, drums and Mridangas and conchis , 
and, O sire, they also gave forth war-cries 
resembling the roars of lions, 


2t. Then Krishna greatly “perspiring, 
addressed Arjuna covered with sweat, saying 
‘Where are you, O son of Pritha, J do not 
sec you, do you live, O slayer of your foes.’ 


22. Hearing those words of his 
(Krishna's), Dbananjaya per! dispelled 
that arrowy shower poured by the enemy, 
by means of the Vavabya weapon, 


23. ‘Then the almighty Vayu blew 
avay hosts of the saptakas consisting 
of steeds, elephants, chariots and weapons 
like heaps of dry4eafs. 


24. Borne away by the god Vayu, they 
appeared Inghly beautiful like flights of 
birds, O sire, flying up from trees at the 
hour of dawn, 


25. Thus causing great anxiety in them, 
Dhananjaya with great lightness of hands 
slew, with keen pointed shafts, hundreds and 
thousands of the enemy, 

26. He struck their heads and arms 
bearing weapons, with broad-headed shafts ; 
and with his arrows he cut down on the 
ground their thighs resembling the tranks 
of ‘elephants. 


27. Some had their backs lacerated, 
some were deprived of their legs, some were 
hat on the .arms, backs and eyeés;- thus 


‘rolled on the ground along wit 
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Dhananjaya made his enemies deprived of 
their various fimbs. 


28. Shattering into pieces with his 
errows, chariots resembling a real castle 
and equipped according to rufe, he deprived 
them of their steeds, warriors and ele- 
phants, 


29. At places several crowds of chariots, 

having their flag-staffs severed, looked like 

forests of palmyra trees deprived of their 
se 


30. Elephants furnished with excellent 
weapons, banners, hooks, and standards fell 
down iike woody mouutains rent asunder 
by the thunder-bolt of Indra. 


3t. Smitten with the arrows of Partha, 
steeds, graced with tails like those of the 
yak, protected with coats of mail and with 
their entrails, eyes, and vitals dragged out, 
their 
riders. 

32. Dropping from their grasps the 
swords that had served the purposes of their 
nails, having their armours torn and the 
joints of their limbs smaslied, foot soldiers, 
with their vital parts cut open, helplessly 
laid themselves down (on the field) being 
slain (by Partha). 


33- The field of battle assumed an awful 
aspect in consequence of those warriors 
slain or in course of being slaughtered 
fallen and falling, wheeling round or stay- 
ing motionless. 


34. The cloud of dust that had arisen 
was now cleared away by means of the 
shower of blood. The ground became 
slippery and was strewn with numerous 
headless trunks. 


35. Then the chariot of Vibhatsu shone 
fierce and daeadful in that battle, like the 
chariot of Rudra himself when at the end 
of a yuga de slays all creatures. 

36 Thus being slaughtered by the son 
of Pritha, those warriors, with their steeds, 
cars, and el nts ia distress and their 
ranks thi » tushad at bim and thus 
were made the guests of Sakra (i.e. were 
transported to the regions of Indra). 

37. © foremost of the Bharatas, that 
field of, battle then strewn with many a 
slain pg ae of ‘renown, gee age the 
reg ) swarming with the spirits 
Sitihe aedereed. 

38. ing this period when Savya- 
sachin ang | {with the 
covmereen Drona, at the -iggelbo 
ivisi : in battle-array, ar 
Yudhilgthira. . 

39. Many a warrior, arrayed in order 
of battle and accomplished in . striking 
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tickly formed Drona's eupperts out of a | 
ia ira. There- 


ire for coping Yadlust 
upon a dreadful fight ensued. 


Thus ends the nineteenth chapter, tRe 
5 id Arjuda,in the Samsaptpka-badha 


of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XX, 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Omonaich, the mighty car-warrior, | 
the son of Bharadwayja, having pasfed the | 
night, thus addressed Sujodhana saying :— 
‘Iam yours.’ ] 

2. Having made arrangements for 
Partha's encounter with the host of the 
Samsaptaka, (you have done well)' When 
the son of Piitha had gone out yo slay the 
Samsaptaka, a 

3. Drona, having formed his soldiers in 
battle-array, charged the mighty host of the 
Pandavas, © foremost of the Blraratas, | 
with the desire of capturing the very virtu- 
ous king Yudhisthira. 


4. Beholding the son of Bharadw a, 
form hus forces in an array figuring the 
appearance of Suparna, Yudhisthira dis- 
posed his forces in counter-array in the 
shape of a semi-circle. 


5 The mighty car-warrior, the son of | 
Blraradwaja himself tormed the mouth of 
the Supayna , and king Duryodhana along 
with his uterine brothers and his followers 
formed its head. | 

/ 


bd 
| 


6. Kritavarman and the effulgent Gou- 
tama formed us two eyes; Bhutasarman, 
Kshemasarman, the purssant Koraskatsha, 


7. The Kuingas, the Singhalas, the 
Exsterners, the Sudras, the Alturas, the 
Kawnvojas, as also the Hansapydas, 

8. The Sur isenas, the Madras, the Keka- 
yas, the Daradas, ith huydreds and 
thousands of elepYants, steeds, chariots, 
and fo>i-suldvers,yormed its néck. 

9. Bhurisrava,§ and Salya, Soffadatta | 
as also Vablika, these heroes surrounded | 
by a Aksnouhiniofsoldiers gationud tiem: 
selves in the right flank. > 

1p. Vinda and 
of Avanti, and § 

Kan vojas, tock, up: 


the division of Drona’s son 


tH’ The Katiagas, te Amvasthas, the 
Magadhas, the Podndras, the Madiakas, 


5 





of the kingdom 
the rule: of the 

tions, in the 
ves in frout of 


inte 
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the Gandharas, the Sakunas,the Easterners, 
the Highlanders and the Vasaus were 
stationed in the back of that Suparna. 


12. In the tail was stanoned Karna the 
son of Vikartana, supported by his sons, 
relatives and friends and surrounded by a 
large force recruited from various regions. 


13. Jayadratha, Bhimaratha, Sampati, 
the Yajas, the Vojas, Bhuminjaya, Vrisha, 
Kratha, and the ruler of the Nuhadhas of 
great prowess, 


14. O monarch, these, surrounded by 
mighty hosts, accomplished in fighting, and 
keeping theregion of Brahma before their 
view, stationed their selves in the bo.om of 
that array. 


1s. That areal formed by Drona and 
composed of foot-soldiers, harses, chartots 
and elephants , appeared to dince ike the 
ocean lashed inte fury by the tempest. 


16 Fiom the wings and flanks of that 
array, warriors, desious of battle, bezan te 
rush outhke clouds surcharged with 
thunder and lightning, rtushog (im the 
welkin) from all dycction of the compass 
during the se ison of summer 


17- In the heat of thot array, the ruler 
of the Pragjyousas, mounted on an ele- 
pitant equpped according te rule, O 
monarch, shone hke the sun at the ume of 
its rising. 


. O monarch, adorned with garlands 
of flowers, and having a white umbrella 
held over his head, he shone like the moon 
in all her digits, rising im cangunction with 
the constellation [Krituka, 


19. His elephant blinded with shedding 
ichor, appeared like a mass of vleck anti- 
mony and like a mighty mountain washed 
by the downpour of rain from thick clouds. 


zo. He was also surrounded by many 
a war-hke sovereign of moutam lands, 
armed with various weapous, and he re- 
sembled Sakra himself encoinpassed by the 
celestiais, 


° ‘ 

21. Beholding the superhuman array 
invincible on battle by the enemies, king 
fudhisthira spoke these words to the son 
of Piishata. 

az "“O mighty warrior, QO you whe 
own steeds white as the pigeons, do you 
adopt such measures so that Lo may not 
this day be subjugated by the Brahmana 


(Drona). 
Dhristadyumna said :— 


23. O you of chaste vous, yan shal 
never be subjugated by Drona however 
nich he may strive To-day 1 m)y<etf will 
resist Drona and all bis followers, 
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24. O descendant of Kuru’s race, it 
behoves you not to feel anxious so lang as 
1 am alive. Drona shall mever be able to 
vanquish me in battle, 


Sanjaya said :-— 


25. Having thus spoken, the highly 
puissant son of Drupada the owner of 
pigeon-white steeds, scattering arrows (on 
all direction) himself rushed at Drona. 


26. Beholding evil omer in the person 
of Dtristadyumma stationed before him, 
for a while Drona became al) but chereful. 

27. Seeing this, your son Durmukha 
that grinder of foes, desirous of doing an act 
agteeable to Drona, set aimself tq oppose 
Dhristadyumna. ‘ 

2. Then, O Bharata, emsued a terrible 
amd dreadful battle between the war-like 
so Of Pitshata and the hero Durmu- 
kha, 


The sorof Prishata, speedily cover- 
ing Durmukha with his net-work of atrows, 


checked the career of the son of Bharadwaja | cone. 


with a thick shower of sHafts. 


go. Seeing Drona covered, your son 
uickly came to hrs help and confounded 
the son of Prishata, with a downpour, of 
arrows of various appeavaser. 


31. When the prince of the Panshalas 
and the forsmost of the Ku:us were thus en- 
gaged in battle, Drona crushed, with his 
arrows, diverse divisions of Yudhisthira's 
anny. 


32. Just as masses of clouds are torn into 
pieces by the vehemence of the wind, so the 
army belonging to the son of Pritha was 
shattered at many places, 


33. For a short white only, O monarch, 
that engagement was agreeable to look at ; 
after which it became like the battle of de- 
mented persons in which no consideration 
was made in favoyr of any one. 

34. The combatants were no longer abfe 
to distinguish between their own meh and 
their enemies; and the battle raged, the 
warriors being guided by conjecture and 
watch-words. Ci 


35. On the gems embossed on their head- 
gears, on their necklaces, ornaments and 


armours, rays of light, a rays of the |'ed 


sun, were seen to pe ri 

36. ‘Then in that battle, the cars, the ele~ 
phants, and the horses, adorned with flut- 
tering pennons looked like masses of cloud 
having rows of cranes ranging bereath 
them, 

37. Men slew men and mettled steeds 
slew other steeds, and car-warriors slew car- 
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warriors and mighty elephants.slew other 
elephant. 


38. And ina moment a dreadful battle 
raged between elephants bearing raised 
princi and their powerful Sivats rushing 
at them, 


_39- And in consdquence of those prodi- 
gious creatures aos against one another 
and tearing another witl their tusks, fire 
and smeke were engendered there by suclr 
friction of bodies and clashing of tusks. 


40. Deprived of the flag-staffs on their 
backs, those elephants, owing to the fire 
enkindled by the friction of their tusks, ap- 

ced like masses of clouds charged with 
Fighting covering the skies. 

43. Theearth, over-spread with drag~ 
ging (their rivals) and falling and roar- 
A me aaa appeared like the autumnal 
clonds. 


4z. There arose a roar, emitted by those 
elephants when they were being slaughter- 
ed by showers of shafts and spears, that re- 
serabled the rarabling of <ioule dariag 2 cy- 


43- Some of those huge elephants being 
struck with arrows and some with lances, 
were inspired with panic, and others began 


| to roar aloud. 


44. Some elephants being struck by 
others with their tusks gave cut flerce 1oare 
of distress that resembled the rumbling of 
all-destyuctive clouds (at the endofa Yuga). 


45. Some elephants turned back by 
powerful rivals, being urged on by the 
strokes of the hooks, again returned to the 
oa crushing the hostile ranks (in their 
march). 

46. Elephant-drivers assaulted other eie- 
phant-drivers with’shafts and lanees; and 
they fell down on the ground from their 
respective elephants and lost hold of their 
weapons and hooks. - 

47. Many elephants, deprived of the 
riders-on their backs, coursed’ wildly hxher 
and thither resembling clouds torn from 
prodigious masses,” they fell down, en- 
countering one another,” 

Beasmy on thetr backs slains and 
riora or those whose weapons had 
their grasps, huge elephant ream~ 

in all divestion as if deprived of their 


{aiken 
falies 
waates. 
4 Then in that cafwage, 


re near fell 
down nttering distressful roars,being pierced: 
or inthe act of being pierced with lances, 


go. Struck with the falling carcasses ob 
elephants huge like large mountains, the 


DRONA PARVA. 


earth suddenly quaked and emitted loud 
sound. 

51. The Frond. strewn with man 
elephants and their drivers and with bro key 
standards appeared as if it were cove 
over with hills, 


52. In that battle elephant-drivers riding 
on their tive beasts, and their beasts 
torn with ad-headed shafts by car-war- 
riors of might, fell scattering their lances 
and hooks on all sides. 


52. Other elephants, smitten with long- 
shafts, gave forth crane-like cries ‘and ran 
on Rog sides, crushing friends and foes 
alike. 


54. Strewn with carcasses and corpses 
of elephants, horses, car-warriors and heroes, 
the field,O monarch, became miry with flesh 
and blood. 


55. Huge cars with wheels and without 
wheels and having their riders on, were 
thrown up by elephants, being smashed with 
the point of their tusks. r 


56. Cars without riders, esteeds deprived 
of their riders, and elephants having their 
drivers slain,ran in all directions bing over- 
whelmed with panic. 

57- Inathat battle, father slew his son 
and son slew his father; thus raged the 
fierce fight in which nothing could be dis- 
tinguished. 

58. In that gory mire men sank ankle- 
deep ; and they looked like mighty trees the 
flower portion of which were enveloped in a 
forest conflagration. 

59- Their garments and coats of mail 
and umbrellas and standards being steeped 
in blood, everything in that battle appeared 
to be crimson. 

60. Large bodies of fallen steeds and car- 
warriors and men were agar hgcked into 
pieces by rolling car-wheals, 

61. That sea of troops appeared vested 
with a tercible beauty, having elephants for 
(hooting erent (hey warriors for its 

moss, an attered) cars for its 
fearful eddies. ° ’ ia 

_62. Warriors desirous of the wealth of 
victory launching into that sea da board the 


vessels consisting of their respective sehicles, 
produced I suupef action in theie epimies. in- 
stéad of sinking down to the bot- 


93° When all warriors havin; 
per individyai derges beside) ware pee 
ats Kenton beeen eee 
¢ ev 
was Seprived of his particular anee . 
_ 64. When that fierce and panic-inspir- 
ing battle was thus ragieg, Drona oolmnds 


EF 


I 
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ing the senses of his enemies, at last rushed 
at Yudhisthira, 

Thus ends the twentieth chapter, the fierce 
fight, in the Samsaptaka-badha of the 
eas Parva, 


CHAPTER XXII. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) 


continued 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Seeing Yudhisthira approach him, 
Drona received him with a continuous down- 
pour of arrows, like one undaunted. 

2. Titereugon a very great confusion 
arose in the army of Yudhisthira which 
resembled that which prevails in a herd of 
elephants when the leader is attacked by 
a lion. 

. Then the heroic Satyajit of prowess 
invincible, beholding Drona the preceptor 
desirous of capturing Yudhisthira, rushed at 
him with fury. 3 

4. Then the war-like Acharyse and the 
prince of the Panchalas fought with one 
another, agitating the armies hostile toeach, 
like Indra and the son of Virochona. 


5. Then the mighty warrior Satyajit of 


prowess invincible, displaying excellent 
weapons, pierced Drona with a keen- 
pointed sliaft. 


6. Thereafter he discharged at the 
charioteers of Drona, five arrows deadly as 
the venom of snakes, and each resembling 
Death himself. (Struck by those arrows) 
the charioteer lost all consciousness. 

7. Then he suddenly pierced Drona’s 
horses with ten swift-going-arrows. There- 
after wrought up with ire, he pierced the 
two Parshni-drivers of Drona with ten 
shafts each, 

8. Then atthe head of his divisionjhe 
wheeled; in circular motion riding on his 
chariot. Then filled with rage he cut down 
the flag-staff of Drona, the grinder of foes. | 
» 9: Then that crusher of foes, Drona, 
Seeing these feats of his enemy tm battle, 
thought in his, mind that .his (foe's) hour 
was come. 

10. Then having severed the bow of 
his enemy Satyajit talong with arrows 
pene onit, the preceptor Diona pierced 

im with ten whetted shafts capable of 
penetrating to the very vitals. 

11. Thereupon that puissant hero (Satya- 
jit), O monarch, having speedily grasped 
another bow, struck Drona with thirty 
arrows furnished with Kanka-feathers, 
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12. Beholding Drona thus resisted m 26. Engaged m a_ heartless act and 
that battle by Satyajit, O monarch, dal attempting to accomplish a difficult one, he 
Pandavas shouted forth and waived thew | coveted the mighty car-warrior the son of 
garments . | radwaja, wah an arcowy down-pour. 

13. Inflamed with warth, the mighty ® 27. ‘Then Drona, with a wpit like a razor 
Vriki pierced Drona on the chest with 4 , speedily severed from his trunk, the head 
shafts O king, that feat appeared, indeed, | yraced with edr-rings, of Satanika thus 
marvellous, roaring at hime. ‘Mheteat all the Matsyas 

14  Ilhen that nant car-warrior sist 1! took to their lreels. * } 
endued with great 5) , being complete : 
covered by Geer tannin, Sy per forth | 28. Having vanquished the Matsyas, the 


; ; son of Bharadweja obtained victory over 
me causing his eyes to expand the Chedis, the Karusas, the Kekayas, the 


Panchalas, the Srinjayas, and the Pandus. 


29. Beholding that one of the gulden 
car, endued with bravery, excned with 


15° Lhereafter Drona, having cut asnn- 
dec the bows of Satyajit and Vrika, killed , 
the latter along with his driver and horses, ; 


\ Bate | wrath, consume their divisions Ike fire 
BRAS FOS ' burning down a forest, the Srinjayas 
16 Thererfter Sityant having “taken | trembled. 


up a bow still touzher, pierced Dront, along 
with Ins steeds, drivers and standard, with 
several shafts 


30. ‘Ine twang of the bowstiing of that 
one of great acuvity was heard in all 


duections, when he stretched his bow to 
17, Hamiliuted in battle by the prince © slay his enemies, 
of the Pinchalas, Drona was no longer . § . 
able to broos it then tor the destruction | 31. Fierce arrows, discharged by that 
| 
' 
' 


one endued ‘vith great lightness of hands, 
ag enemy, he speedily shot shalls at | cryhed elephamts and steeds and foot- 


‘ sulchers, car-warriors and wartiors nding 
18 hen pouring arrdws by ‘thonsands, ' on elephayts. 

vee —, +3 — tl ae pe h ds, 32. As atthe expiration of the Winter, 
the ai the bow and the two farsini- | iiehty masses of thundermg ram-clouds 
diivers of lus enemy. © | assisted by violent winds, pour down 
19 Inspite of Ins bows bemg thus re shFvers of 1am, so Drona powing showers 
peidly cut olt, the prince of the Pinchalas | of arrows, struck terror into ‘he hearts of 
conversant with the knowledge of excellent | (is opponents, 

we pons, conunued tu fight with Sum of the 33. ‘That puissant hero, that mighty 


chestnut steeds (Drona, waitior, that giver of aSoutances of safety 
20. Ihen beholding Satyayit swell with | to his friends, traversed in all dnections, 
energy in that bate, Drona with abalf- | agitating the host of the enemy, 


moon-shaped arrow, severed the head of 34. ‘The bow of golden effulgerice of 
that one of illustrious soul. Drona of surnaunara the prowess was seen 
in all directions, like flashes of hghtumg 
ilumiming the clouds, 


As he cireered with speed yw that 
battle, the device of an altar decorating 
his banner, O Bharata, appeared hke the 
crest of the Himalayas. 


36. Drona caused  Jreadful carnage 
among the hast of the Pandavas, like that 
which Vishnu the reSered of all the celes- 
tials ated the Asuras, caused among the 


eine aE tae 


at. When that mighty car-watrior the 
leader of the Panchalis was slain, Yudhis- 
thica bemg afiaid of Drona, fled away, being 
borne by fleet stecds. | 


22. he Panchalas, the Kekayas, the 
Matsyas, the Chedeleas, the Katusas and the 
Kosalas, desirois of rescuing Yudlusthnira, 
rushed at Diona with delight. 


23. Thereupon, the preceptor, the crush. 
er af large bodies of foes, desirous of captur- 
ne Vodiathes, consumed those troops®| hos of tle datter. 
like fire consuming heaps of cotton, 


37-~4fi, “That bero of truthful speech 
2, “Then Satamka the younger brother deattebitalgtene wisdom and aiueails, 


e ! 
of the king of the Matsyas, seeing Drona | ard ee ae with invincible prowess, that 
repeatedly consume the divisions, rushed | Drona us heart, created a river 


at hin. on the af battle, that was dreadful 


25. ‘Then deeply piercing Drona and tus | #%4 Sore Sens the fear of the 
: tds, witht six shafts effute-| owards. 


charioteot and stee constituted its bellows 
gent like the rays of the sun and polished re Gao whirl 5 ; Keer fr ig Ma 
i foryers, Satanika uttered loud howed. rue cs bed Noreen evened ten 


great alltgutors and swords were its fishes, 
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it was incapable of being tided over. 
gee terrible-looking and the bones of 
heroes formed the peblebs (in its bed) and 
drums and cymbals its: tortoises. Shields 
aod armoursgonstituted its boats and ie 
hair of warriors the moss and weeds that 
floated over it. Shafts constituted its wave- 
lets, and bows its currepts ; and it aboun- 
ded in snakes formed of the arms of 
warriors. It was of ‘fierce current and 
carried away the Kurus and the Srinj ryas 
alike. The heads of human beings formed 
its stones, and their thighs tts fishes, and 
the maces its rafts; it was covered with 
froth formed of head-gears, and was 
infested with reptiles formed of the en~ 
trails (of animals) of awful apBearance ; 
it carried away heroes (to the other , worlds; 
its mire was constituted by flesh and blood. 
Elephants were its alligators and standards 
the trees (on its banks), ft drew down iw 
us bottom thousands of Kzhastriyas, it 
was fierce, clogged with corpses, and had 
horse-soldiers for its sharks ; and it was 
extremely difficult of being cgossed over! 
and it flowed to the regions of Death. 


44. That river swarmed with hosts of 
monsters and dogs and jackalsy It was 
haunted by cannibals of dreadful ap- 
pearance on all sides. 


45. ‘Thereupon seeing that mighty .car- 
warrior Drona consume their hosts like the 
god of Death himself, the Pandava wartiors 
headed by the sons of Kunti, rushed at him 
from all sides. 


46. Firmly united together, those heroes 
surrounded Drona on all sides who was 
burning down every thing, like the sun 
scorching the world with his rays. 


47. Then for supporting that heraic 
warrior, with upraised weapons, your 
warriors, princes and monarchs, rushed 
(into the thick of the fight). =, 

48. Then Sikhandin pierced Drona 
with five straight-jointed shafts, Kshatra- 
erie with twenty, and Vasudeva with 
ve. 


49. Uttamonujas ite that batile, pierced 
ttim with three shafts, with 
five, Satyaki with hundred aud! Wudha- 
manyu with vight: , 


50. Yudhistisira pierced Ditna’ sith a 
dozen shaftand Dheistadyumna pierced him 
with ten and Chekitana with three shafts. 


st. Thett Dybna of ‘never-failing alm 
and resembling ,an elephant with rent 


es, passin the hest of thi 
ee, PSE RY De cor bet of te 


“5a. Then getting near king Kshema, 
who was ra oe fearlessly, Bron. pierced 


je 
Pa 
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him with nine arrows, and he fell down dead 
from his chariot. 


53-. Penetrating into the heart of the 
(hostile) host, resisted in aH directions, he 
became the protector of all others, and had 
no need of protecting himself. . 


54+ He then struck Sikhandin with 
twelve arrows and Uttamoujas with twenty 
shafts, And with a broad-headed arrow 
he despatched Vasudeva to the regions of 
Death. 


+55. With eighty shafts hc pierced Kshe- 

mavarman, and with twenty-six h€ struck 
Sudakshina, With broad-headed shafts 
he brought down Kshetradeva from the 
terrace of his car. 


56.° Having pjerced Yudhamanyu_ with 
sixty-four shafts and Satyaki with thuty, 
that one owning the golden chariot rushed 
at Yudhisthira with violence. 


57: ‘Then that foremost of kings Yudhis- 
thira speedily fled away from the preceptor 
being borne by his fleet steeds. Then the 


| prince of the Panchalas charged Drona, 


2 53- Drone struck him along whith his 
i horses, charioteek and bow. Then from 
| his car bh fell down dead like a luminary 
dropped from the heaven, 


i * 59, Upon the death of that renouned 
j prince of the Panchalas, toud cries of ‘kill 
| Drona, kill Drona’ were herd there. 


60. Then that puissant Drona began ta 
crush the host of the Panchalas, the Matsyas 
the Kekayas, the Srinjayas, the Pandavas, 
all burnrny with rage. 


6«  Satyaki, Chekitan, Dhristadyumn 
and Sikhandin, Vardakshemi, the son of 
Chitrasena and Senavindu, and Suvorcha, 


62. These and numerous other rulers of 
different countries, were all defeated by 
Drona who wis supported by the Kuruc. 


63. O Monarch, your wartiors having 
been crowned with victory in that dreadful 
battle began to slaughter the Pandavas as 
they were flying in all directions. 

64. O Bharata, the Panchalas, the 
Kekayas, and the Matsyas, thus slaughtered 
on all sides, like the Danavas by Indra, 
began toquake (with fear). 

Thus ends the twenty-first chapter, the 
fight of Drona, in the Samsaptaka-badha of 
the Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


(SAMSAPI'AKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When in that fierce fight, the son of 
Bharadwaja had shattered the host of the 
Pandavas and the Panchalas, did any 
one else approach him for battle ? 


2—5. Alas, seeing Drona stationed in 
battle, like an yawning tiger or an elephant 
with reut temples, prepared to sacrifice his 
life in fight, clad in coat of mail, proficient 
in all modes of warfare, that illustrious bow- 
man, that foremost of men, that producer of 
apprehensions in his enemies, rateful, devo- 
ted to truth, always desirous of doing good 
to Duryodhana,—alas seeing him stationed 
at the head of his forces, did tany one meet 
him with a praiseworthy determination for 
f ght,-—determination that invests shatriyas 
with renown, that cowards can not form, and 
that distinguishes the foremost of men? 
Relate to me, O Sanjaya, who were those 
heroic warriors, that encountered the son of 
Bharadwaja, seeing him stationed at the 
head of his army ? 


Sanjaya said :— 


6. Seeing the Panchalas, the Pandavas, 
the Matsyas, the Srinjayas, the Chedis and 
the Kekayas, fly from the field having been 
broken in their ranks by the shafts dr Drona, 


7. Seeing them thus routed by those 
thick showers of swift-falling arrows dis- 
charged from the bow of Drona, like frail 
barks driven adrift by the surging bellows of 
the mighty main, 

8. The Kouravas gone many loud war- 
cries, and with the sound of many other 
musical instruments, impeded the fight of 
the chariots, the elephants and the men (of 
the hostile host) on all sides. 


9. _Beholding them (the routed army), 
king Duryodhana standing in the midst of 
Ins own troops and surrounded by his own 
hinsmen greatly delighted, smilingly said 
these words to Karna, 


Daryodhana said :— 

to. Behold, O son of Radha, the ranks 
of the Panchalas shattered by the shafts of 
Drona, the resolute bowman, Tike a herd of 
wild deer frightened by a lion. 

11. Meseems they will never again seek 

fight, in as much as they are now broken 
by Drona like mighty trees broken by the 
tempest. 

12. Afflicted by the gold-winged shafts 
of the illustrious’ Drona, they are flying 
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away by diverse paths; and they seem ot 
wat aout and round, sia 

13. Impeded by the Kouravas and by the 
high-souled Drona, they are huddling to- 


, like a herd of elephants/encum - 
od in 2 conflagration. — 
14. Like atree rated by a cluster of 


bees, they ate being'pierced by the keen- 
pointed arrows of Drona; they are hud- 
dling together as they are hastening away 
from the field of battle, 


15. O Karna, there the highly enraged 
Bhima, forsaken by the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas, and surrounded by my own war- 
tiors, affords great jay'to me. 

16. With certitude, that fool to-day be- 
holds the:world full of Drona. Surely that 
son of Pandu has to-day become hopeless of 
his Jife and his kingdom, 


Karna said .— 


17. Never will this mighty-armed hero 
abandon fighting so long life will remain in 
him; nor will*this foremost of men brook 
the war-cries of others. 


12. I think also, that the Pandavas, 
brave, endued with might, learned in the use 
of weapons, and invincible in battle, will 
never be routed in battle. 


19.¢ Remembering the woes inflicted on 
them by our attempts at D serrveye J and 
burning them, and by our defeating them at 
dice, as also bearing in mind the hardships 
they had to undergo in their exile in the 
woods, the Pandavas, I think, will never 
abandon battle. 


20. Already the mighty-armed Vriko- 
dara of immeasurable prowess, has turned 
back ; this son of Kunti will now certainly 
slay many foremost of our car-warriors. 


21. Hewillslay crowds upon crowds of 
our host, using his sword, bow, darts, iron 
mace, and horses, elephants, men and cha- 
riots as implements for striking. 

22. Carswarriors headed by Satyaki, 
and the Panchalas, the Kekayas, the 
Matsyas, and specially the Pandavas, are 
following him (in battle), 


© 23. "Thoge imighty car-warrior’, brave, 


endued. wish strength and prowess, are again 
utged on, gecbagtle, by the wrathful Bhima. 

Bhe foreniost of the Kurus desirous 
of su Vetikodara, 


are surroundin 
feet ane : Sides, lime the clouds, seconds 
ing the sun. 


; with a sing! of 
ens wii ty afflict the wat Oem 
of resolute vows; like flights of insects about 
to die afflicting a burning lamp. 
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26. Accomplished in the use of weapons, 
certainly they are capable of encountering 
the son of Bharadwaja. I consider the 
burden now devolving on him to be very 
heavy. ° 

27. Let us then swiftty repair to the spot 
whore Drona is oral Let not the Pan- 
davas slay Drona, like 2 pack of wolves slay+ 
ing a mighty elephant, 


Sanjaya said :— 

28. O monarch, hearing the words of 
the son of Radha, king Duryodhana, 
with his brothers rushed where the car of 
Drona was. 

29° ‘Then there arose a mighty uproar 
caused by the Pandaya warriors, who actua- 
ted by the desire for slaying the unsupported 
Drona had all retursied to the field, riding on 
best steeds of various colours. m 

Thus ends the twenty-second chapter, the 
Sight of Drona, in the Samsaptaka-badha of 
the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XXIII, 


SAMSAPTrAKA-BADHA PARVA— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Desctibe to me, O Sanjaya, the dis- 
tinctive marks of the cars of all those heroes, 
who, wrought up withjrage and headed by 
Bhima, then rushed at Diona. 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Seeing Vrikodara rush into battle, 
(on a car drawn by steeds of chappled hue) 
the heroic grandson of Sini advanced, 
being borne by steeds of the colour of 
silver. . 

3. Inflamed with ‘ire, the invincible 
Yudhamanyu — towards the car of 
Drona, being bosne by excellent steeds of 
variegated hue. 

4. The son of ¢e ruler of the Pan- 
chalas, namety Dhristadysmna, proceeded, 
being borne by, steeds of groat>.fleetness, 
caparisoned ish gold trappings and of the 
hue of pigeons. ° Sail 

- Desirous of supporting his father 
(Dhritady orn) and @shing his complete 


success, of ulated vows 
“ty chestuat 


foliowed (in @ car drawn 
-steeds). i 

6. pbesizotaen, the ane tee ge 
himself urging well-trapped st the 
Awe of lotus-leaves, and with pure white 


eyes, advanced towards Drona. 


,Monarchs, 
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7+ Steeds of the Kamvoja breed beauti- 
ful to look at and decked with the feathers 
of the Suka bird, bearing Nakula, quickly 
mad¢ against your army. 


8. O Bharata, delighted steeds of the 
colour of clouds, inflamed with rage, bore 
Jttamoujasa to battle against the invin~ 
cible Drona who was standing with arrows 
fixed (on the bow-string.) 


9- Steeds of the fleetness of wind and 
of vatiegated hue, carried Sahadeva with 
uplifted arms to that dreadful battle. 


to, Steeds of the hue of th# tusks 
of elephants, of the fleetness of wind, of 
black mein and of great impetuosity, car- 
tied king Yudhisthira, the foremost of men. 


Ite ,Riding on horses caparisoned with 
gold trappings, “and all fleet as the wind, 
many warriors followed Yudhisthira. 

12. Alter king Yudhisthira, came Dru-~ 
pada, the ruler of the Panchalas, with a 
golden umbrella held over his head and 
himself protected by all those soldiers. 

93- That mighty warrior among all 
namely, Santabhi, advanced, 
borne by excellent steeds capable of putting 
up with every noise. 


14. Accompanied by various mighty car- 


ewarriors, Virata speedily followed him. The 


Kekayas, and Sikhandin, and Dhristakstu. 


15—17. Surrounded by their respective 
forces, followed the king of the Matsyas. 
Excellent steeds of the colour of trumpet- 
flowers bearing this latter, appeared very 
beautiful. Fleet steeds decked with golden 
chains and sesembhng turmeric in colour, 
appeared highly beautiul as they carried 
the son of that slayer of tors, namely, Virata 
the royal chief of the Muteya. The five 
Kekaya brothers were bore by horses of 
crimson colour. 


18. All these heraes accomplisired in 
battle, having complexions eflulgent like 
as ownsny standads of ted hue, and be- 
ecked with golden chawts, 

ag—20. Were seen, clad in mail, and 
showering airows, like the clouds showers 
ing (torrents of) rain, Steeds of the hue 
of ivory and that of unbaked esrthenware 
pots, carned Sikhandm, the Panchala 
prince of immeasurable energy. In all, 
twelve thousand mighty car-wairttors of the 
Panchala race precceded in battle. 

zt. Of these twelve thousands, six thous 
sand followed Sikhandin, O sire, the son 
of Sisupala, the foremost of men, 

2z. Was borne by sportive steeds of the 
hue of antilopes. Dhristaketu, the fore- 
most of the Chedis, endued with great 


prowess, 
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23—24. And -invincible in battle, was | obedient to the driver, bare to 


carried by horses of Kamvoja breed and of 
variegated hue. Excellent steeds of the 
Sindhu breed, of beautiful limbs and of the 
colour of the smoke emitted by b»yrning 
straws, quickly bore the prince of the 
Kekayas, namely, Vrihatkshasira. Posses- 
sed of cyes of the hue of jasmine, of lotus- 
hue, of Valhika breed, and decked with 
gold trappings, such steeds 


25. Bore the heroic son of Sikhandin 
vis., Kshatradeva. Decorated with capari- 
sou of gold, and of the hue of silk, stceds,* 


26. “Of quiet nature, bore into battle 
Senavindu, that chastiser of foes. Excel- 
lent steeds of the coleur of cream, carried 
into battle the youthful, 


27—28. Delicate and mighty car-warrior, 
the son of the king of the Kasis. White 
horses, having black necks, and enducd 
with the Aeetness of the mind, and obedient 
to the Geis of the) diver, O monarch, 
bore pttnce Praavindhya. Steeds of the 
hue of the Musa flower catried in battle 
Sutasoma, the son of Partha, whom the 
latter had obtaimed through (the favour of) 


Soma. 


29. Of the radiance of a thousand Moons; 
he was born in the city of the Kurus, 
known as Udayendu. In as much as, im 
an assembly of the Somas he won great 
renown, he came to be styled Sutasoma. 


30. Steeds, resembling the flower of the 
Sala in hue, and radiant like the rising sun, 
bore the glorious sun of Nakula, by name 
Satamka. » 


31. Decked with crparisons of gold, and 
possessed of the hue of the peacock's neck, 
steeds bore mn battle, that foremost of men 
Srutakarman, the sca of Dioupadi (by 
Bhima). 


32. Excellent steeds of the colour of the 
feathers of the kingfisher, carried into battle, 
Stutakirtt, the son of Dioupadi, who was 
equal to Paitha.in lus knowledge of the 
Srutis. ry 


33- Tawny-coloured steeds bore in battle 
prince Ablimanyu, who is said to be one 
and a half time superior in battle to both 


Krishna and Partha. 

34- Huye-bodied steeds bore to battle 
Yuyutsu, who alone, among the sons of 
Dhr'tarastra, had sided with the Pandavas, 
(deserting his own brothers). 


35. Steeds, plump, decked with golden 
caparisons, and of the hue of the statk of 
paddy, bore to that dreadful batue, Var- 
dhakshemi of great activity. 


36. Steeds, having black legs, capari- 
Soned with golden breast-plaice, and 


| 
| 
| 
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battle, the 
yout hful Souchithi. . 


37: Quiet steeds of the hue of red silk, 
docked with chains of gold ‘and having 


their backs covered with armour of the | 


same metal, bore Srénimat. 


38. Crimson a bore the assaulting 
Satyadhriti, who \was proficient in the 
sciences dealing with the use of weapons 
and the bow and also in the divine Vedas. 


39. He that was the commander of the 
Panchaia forces, and that considered Drona 
to be the victim destined to fall by his 
hand, that Dhristadumnya was borne by 
steeds of the hue of piycons. 


40 Satyadhriti and Souchithi both irre- 
pressible in batile followed him, as also 
Srenimat, Vasudana, and Vibbu the sun of 
the ruler of Kasis. 


41. These were borne by fleet steeds 
of the best Kamvoja breed, decked with 
chains of gold. Resembling Yama, or 
Vaisravana, they proceeded striking terror 
into the hearts of his enemies. 


42. The Pravadrakas of the Kamvoja 
country, sia thousand strorg, with uplite.! 
arms, with excellent steeds of various hues, 
with gold-decked standards mounted on 
their cars, 


43- With their stretched bows discharg- 
ing arrows that produced confusion in the 
hostile host, and with a determination to 
die together, followed Dhristadyumna, 

44. Excellent steeds of the hue of yellow 
silk, decorated with beautiful chains of 
gold cheerfully bore Chekitana. 


45. Borne by excellent steeds of the 
best breed, and of the colour of rainbow, 
came Kuntibhoja or Purujit the maternal 
uncle of Savyasachin. 

. Steeds of the appearance of the star- 
studded firmament, bore king Rochamana 
to battle. 

47. Steeds of the colour of the red deer 
having white stripes all over their body, 
bore the-prince. of the, P chalas, the son 
of Gapatt, by name Singhasena. 


‘ Bxcelient steeds of the hue of the 
a belonged to that foremost 
w 


song he Papen ae 10 was well known 
as Ja jaya. 

Fleet, thoge ied steeds “of the 
wane Meta! dockecenh gold chains, with 
backs white like the hue of curds aad faces 
beautiful like the meon, speedily bore the 


ruler of the Panchalas. ‘ 


so. Bravé and qeete ote r 
veedi-staltts, and of the hue of the palms: 
the lotus, bore Dandadhara. * 


H 
t 
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Bt. Steeds, of the hue of donkeys, with 
backs of fhe hue of mie, and with necks 
proudly drawn up, bore Vyagradatta. 


52. gees ey steeds, decorated with 
beautiful gadlands, bore that foremost of 
men Sudhanwan, the prince of the Pan- 
chalas. 

53. Steeds of the impefuousity of Indra's 
thunderbolt, of the hne of the Judrago- 
pakas, and variegated with patches, bore 
Chitray udha. 

54. Decorated with golden garlands, 
and having bellies of the hue of the Chakra- 
vaka, steeds bore the gon of the ruler of the 
Kosalas, by name Sukshatra. 


55 vcellent and tall steeds, of huge 
bodies, variegated hue, exceedingly docile 
and caparisoned with golden chains, bore 
Satyadheitt accomplished in battle. 


56. Sukla proceeded to battle with 
standards, armours, bow and steeds, all of 
the same white colour. 


57- Océan-bied steeds of the hue of 
the moon, bore Chandrasena of herce 
energy, the son of Srudrasena. 

58. Steeds of the hue of the blue lotus, 
and decked with ornaments of gold, and 
udorned with beautiful garlands of flower, 
bore to battle Sava owning a beauutul 
chariot. 


59 Excellent steeds of the hue of the 
Kualava flywer, covered with red and white 
stripes, bore to battle Rathasena difficult 
to be repressed in battle. 


60. Steeds of the hue of the blue parrot, 
bore that king who hid slain the Pattacbar- 
as, and who was regarded as the best hero 
among all men, 


16, Superior steeds of hue resembling 
that of the Kiasuka flowers, bore Chitra- 
yudha, decorated with beauutul garlands, 
and ewning beautiful armour, Weapons and 
Standard. 


62. King Nila proceeded to battle, with 
standards, armour, bow and stceds, all of 
the same blue colour. 


63. Chitra advawced tp battle, with 


car-fence and standard and bow, all set 
with various kyds of géme, ahd with 





| 


| 





\ 


excellent steeds and beautsul bagners and | 


banner-stafts, . 


64. Excellent steeda that resembled in 
colour the tue of the Puskara flower, bore 
Hemvarna the sen of Rochamana. 


65. Mettled of gentle appear- 
ance, possessed of vertabral columns erect 
ise reed-staties, having white testes and 
endued oth the colour of the hen's eggs, 

re Dandaketu, 
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66—7o The heroic Sarangadwaja ens 
dowed with the wealth of energy, the ruler 
of the Pandyas, mounted on chargers of 
the colour of the moon~beams, and clad in 
coats of mail set with lapises, rushed at 
Diona stretching bis bow of supertor make. 
His dominions having been invaded, and 
his relatives having escaped, his sire had 
been slain, O monarch, in battle by Krishna; 
securing weapons then from Bhisma, Drona, 
and Rama, and Kripa, he became, in the 
use of weapons, equal to Rukmt, Karna, 
Arjuna and Achyuta. He then became 
intent on destroying the city of Duataka, 
and on subjugating the whole world. But 
his wise friends out of a desire to do good 
to him, prevented him from that course. 
Abangoning all thoughts of revenge, he 1s 
now ruling his own dominions. 


7t. Steeds of the hue of the Atarucha 
flower bore one hundied and forty thous und 
foremost car-warciors whe followed that 
king of the Pandya 


72. Chargers of various hues and 
appearance and stature and face, bore the 
herow Ghatotkacha, the device on whose 
bannct was acar*wheel, 


73 Setting al naught the opimons of 
the assembled Bhatitas, that prince who 
Rlone out of Ins reverence jor Yudhuisthiua 
hid sided with him abandoning all his che- 
rished hopes, 


74. Taat mighty-armed Vithanta of 
red eyes was borne by huge-bodicd, gieatly 
powerful steeds, as he sat in his chariot, 

75. Excellent steeds of the hue of gold 
followed bchind the vutuous Yudhisthira, 
that foremost of kings, as he advanced 
on his car, 


76 Hosts of the Rravadrikas of divine 


appearance, proceeded to battic, on 
superior chargers of various beautilul 
colorus, 

77. All of them possessing golden 


standards, full of encigy and accompamed 
by, Bhimasena, appeared, O monarch, lke 
the celestials headed by Indra. 


78 Dhristadyumna liked that assem- 
bled host very much, But the son of 
Bharadwajya, excelled the rest of the 


warriors in splendour. 


79 O monarch, his standard, with a 
black deerskin fluttering from its top and 
bearing the beautiful waterpot, and mide 
of the finest gold, appared exceedingly 
beautiful. 

80. The standard of Bhimasena bear. 
ning the device of a mighty lon im silver, 
with two eyes of the dagzs lasuli, appeared 
highly resplendent, 
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8. The standard of Yudhisthira en- 
@ued with great energy bearing the emblenr 
ef the golden moon surrounded by the 
planets, looked exceedingly clarming. 


82. Two prodigious Mvridanzes of 
eelestial make called Nanda and Upanun- 
Poe were tred to it. Struck by miachanical 

Trangements, t' emitted melodies that 
enhanced the jay of all. 


83. For striking terror into the hearts 
of the enemy, we saw that tall and 
fierce standard of Nakula, mounted on his 
car, that bore the device of Sarabha having 
goldetback. 


84. Onthe standard of Sahadeva, was 
seen a charming swan of irrepressible might 
made of silver, decked wh bells and 
banners, and capable of enhancfg the 
grief of the enemy. 


85. The standards of the five sons of 
Draupadi bore as their device the beautiful 
images of Dharma, Maruta, Sakra, and of 
the twin Aswitrs of high-soul. 


86. On the car of the youthful Abhi- 
manyu, O monarch, there was a standard 
of best make, bearing the device of a golder. 
pescck which was as radiamt as molten 
gold. 


87. O monarch, the device of a vulture 
enhanced the beauty of the standard otf 
Ghatotkacha; his steeds had the power of 
ranging everywhere at will, like thoseof 
Ravana in days of yore. 


c 
88. In the hands of Yudhisthira was 
the bow called Mahendra of celestial make ; 
the celestial Vyavya was, O king, in the 
hands of Bhimasena, 


89. For preserving the triune world 
Brahma had created a bow; that bow of 
celestial make*and ever indestructible, was 
in the hands of Phalguna. 


go. The Vaishnava bow ‘was wielded 
by Nakula and the bow Aswina by Saha- 
deva; the Poulasta of terrible appe trance 
and celestial make, was held by Ghatot- 
kacha. 


gt. O Bharata, these five jewals of bows, 
namely the Rudra, the Agneya, the Kouver- 
gpya, the Famya and the Girtsha were hula 
by the five sons of Dioupadi. 


92. That foremost of bows of best make 
calied Rudra which the son of Rohini had 
obtained, that bow was given, out of delight, 

the high-souled son of Subhadra, by 
ama. 


* 93. These and many other standards, 
Gecked with gold, of heroic warriors were 
sac there, that enhanced the grief of the 
‘oes, 


EE 
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94. Then, O monrrcl, the host led by 
Drona, which abounded in myriad of stand~ 
ards and which numbered not a single cow- 
ard, looked 4ike images painted on canvas. 


‘95: Then im that battle te heard, O 
monarch, the nanves and lineage of various 
hereic warriors,as they rushed at Drona, like 
to what is heard ata Swayamuara. 


Thus ends the twenty-third chapter, the 
description wf standards &fc, in the Sam- 
saptaka-badha of the Drona Parva, 


~— 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


(SAMSAPTAKA BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. O Sanjaya, those heroic sovereigns 
who now resurned to the charge, being 
headed by Vrikodara, were capable of 
crushing even the host of the celestial 
themselves, 


2. Led by Destiny, man surely engages 
mm any action, and it is throngh the decrees 
of Destiny that his various acts are attended 
with‘ various results. 


% That Yudhisthira, who wandered 
exiled in the woods, for a long time, weat- 
ing svatted locks and blacls deer-skin and 


who also had to wander fncogni*o, 


4. Even that very Yudhisthira is now 
leading this mighty host im battle What 
else but evil, can befall my son through 
this adverse influence of Destiny ? 


5. Surely mav is born subject to the 
decrees of Dunes ; and sohe is compelled 
by it to do what he does not at all desire. 

6. Becoming addicted to the vice of 
gambling at dice, Yudhisthira reaped great 
affiiction ; but now through the agency of 
Destiny, he has again been united ta his 
supporters, ‘ 

. 'Voeday the Kekayass are rallying 10 
wie ;¢ Sounikas, the Kosalas, the 
Chedis, “ahe ‘Wangas and others are all 
betakingl bs: tne. if 

8. Adi this extensive earth has taken my 
side, O sire, and net that of the sons of 
Pritha,” © Suta, these were the words that 
were spoken jo me by the wicked Duryo- 
dhana belore, —, i? 

Drana, guarded amidst this host of 
ties warriors, was siain by the son of Prisata 
in bate; what can ut be but the decree of 
Fate? 
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to, Arpidst that royal host how could-| session of ourselves covered [by the arraws) 
Death approach that mighty-armed Drona | fike the lustrous rob covered over by a (con- 
who ever delighted in battle, and whd was | ttauous) mass of rain-clouds, 
pro cor iag | im the use of aff sorts of 2. Thick clouds of dust raised by them 

y 
weapons ft covered over your army, and our sight 
tr. { am plunged in distress and a | being intercepted, we thought Drona to be 
swoon overwhelms me. Oh, I can not live | slain, 
hearing both Birisma and Drona slain. 3 Beholding those mighty and hera:® 

12. O Suta, that which the prophetic | warriors intent on the perpetration of a very 
Khatwa said tome, seeing me, infatuated { heartless act (f.e., the slaughter of Drona), 
with che affection for my son, O sire, every- | Duryodhana encouraged his troops with- 
thing of that bas now overtaken me and | out the least delay, saying -— 

Duryodhana himself. 4. “O rulers of men, do you cheek the 

43. {t would have been very cruel had { | Pandava host, according to your strengt! 
gaved the rest of my progeny by abandonmg | energy, and prowess and according to the 
Duryodhana, but then the cest Could have | opportunites that may present themselves,” 
lived. e 5. “Tehereafter, your son Durmarsana 
14. The monarch, that abandoning | peholding Bhima near him, fell upon hin; 
rightuousness, pursues interest, is debarred | and desirous of saving Diona’s hfe, he 
from the enjoyment of felusty and imbibe’ | covered the latter with a downpour of 
meanness. arrows. 

15. O Sanjaya, to-day, when the hump 6. Wrought up with ire, he assaulted 
of this kingdom las been crushed, I see that | Bhima with lus arrows, even like Dea h hin 
nothing will be left of it, as it has lost alt | self im that battle. Bhima also pierced 
energy (by the death of Drona.) | lim with arrows and thus a fierce combat 

16. When those two foremost of men, ae Paged between them. 

Bhisma and Drona of forgimng nature who . In that batile, heroic warriors endow- 
used to be our Pallas support, when oe es prudence, and accomplished in smit- 
they both have been killed, how can any ing, being commanded by their leaders 
thing remain of this kingdom ? . withstood their adversaries, disregardful of 

17. Relate to me, in detail, as to how | their kingdom and the fear of death, 
that battle raged; who were they that 
fought, who assaulted (the enemy) and |. 
what mean fellows fled, out of terror ? ting another, Kritavarman checked the 

’ grandson of Sini. That fierce bowman, the 

18. Tell me also what that foremost of | ruler of the Siadhus, with his keen-poinied 
car-warriors, namely, Dhananjaya, did?) shafts kept the mighty warriors Kshatra 
We are much afraid of him and of his | yarman away from Drona, as the former 
brother, Vrikodara, who is our (implacable) | advanced towards the latter. Kshatravar- 
enemy. man cutting down the bow and banner of the 

1g. Tell me, O Sanjaya, of the terrible col- | suler of the Sindhus, - 
lusion that took place between the Pandava 
hosts and the remnant: of my army, when 
the former returned to the charge ? 

20. What also, Qsire, was the state 
of your mind when they returned to the 





8—g. Like one infuriate elephant resis- 


to. And excited with wrath, pierced him 
in his vitals with ten Narachas. Thereupon 
the ruler of the Sindhus, with an admirable 
lightness of hand, taking up another bow, 


attack, What heroes of our atiny with- 1g—14. Pierced Kshatravarman in that 
stood them on the field of battle? battle with arrows, all made of iron, With 
Thus ends the twenty-fourth c vy, the | all Ins endeavours, Suvahu kept away 
words of Dhritarastra, in the Sa tata~ from Drona, his brother, the mighty and 
badha of the Deana Parva. heroic car-warrior Yuyutsu, who was fight- 
ing for the Pandavas. Yuyuisu cut off with 

— two whetted ony well-tempened and razor- 

td hke arrows, the two arms of Suvahu which 

CHAPTER 'XXV. were wielding the bew and the atrows and 


which resembled a couple of bludgeons, 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) The ruler of the Seaenae, renee” ‘evs 


Continued. oe a Gs nage soul, that foremost 
Pe of the Pandavas, like the banks resistin 
Sanjaya said :— the agitated ocean. Him the diglianne 


1. When the Pandava host returned to | king Yudhisthira covered with many shafts 
the battle, a imghty apprehension took pos- | capable of penetrating into the very vials. 
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15—17. ‘The lord of the Madras pierc- 
ing Yudhisthira with sixty-four arrows 
uttered a loud war cry; but while the for mer 
was still roaring, with two razor sharp 
arrows, the foremost of the Pandavas severed 
his bow and banner. At this the warriors 
shouted forth (in joy) Then king Vathika 
also at the head ot his army, resitted, with 
his arrows, king Drupada as the latter was 
advancing leading a formidable division. 
Thereat ‘between those two old men sup- 
ported by their respective army, a fierce 
encounter raged, 


~ 

18—21. Which resembled that between 
two mighty leaders, with rent temples, of 
two different herds of elephants. Vindha 
and Anvindua of the Avanti country, at 
the head of their army, encountered Virata, 
the ruler of the Matsyas, at the head of his 
troops, hke Indra and Agni encountering 
the Danava Vali, in the days of yore. 
Then between the Matsyas and the Kekayas 
a confused combat raged in which the 
horses, warriors, the cac-warriors and the 
elephant-watriors fought undauntedly, and 
which resembled the encounter between the 
celestials and the Asuras. Bhutakarma, 
the ruler of the Savas, kept away from 
Drona, Nakula’s son, Satanika, as the 
latter advanced discharging a net-work of 
arrows. Thereat the son of Nakula_ witk 
three well-sharpencd Vallas (bioaded-head- 
ed arrows), 


22—26. Made Bhutakarma headless and 
armless in that battle. Vivinsati checked 
the heroic Sutasoma endued with prowess, 
as he was advancing towards Drona dis- 
charging innumerable shafts. Sutasoma also 
excited with anger and clad in mail pierced 
his uncle Vivinsati with straight-going 
shafts, and he des.sted from attacking 
the latter. Then Bhimaratha, with six 
swift-going shafts, made wholly of iron, 
despatched Salwa together with his steeds 
and charioteer to the regions of Death. 
O mighty monarch, the son of Chitrasena 
resisted your grandson Srutakarman, as 
the latter rushed at (Drona), being drawn 
by steeds resembling peacocks. Those two 
grandsons of yours, of prowess difficult 
of being checked, desirous of slaying each 
other, 


27—29. Fought admirably with each 
other for bringing about the success of their 
respective sire's purposes. The son of 
Drona, seeing Frativinghes stand before 
him in that battle, checked him with arrows, 
in order to do honour to his sire. Wrought 
up with rage, Prativindhya with whetted 
shafts pierced him who bore the device of 
the lion's tail in his banner and who was 
anxious to serve his father’s interests. O 


| 
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foremost of men, like a sower sowing seeds 
in the sowing season, 


go—35. The son of Droupadi, covered 
the son of Drona with an arrowy downpour. 
life son of Dussasana resisted the mighty 
car-warrior Srutakirti, the son of Arjuna 
by Droupadi, as dhe latter was rushing 
at Drona. But the} son of Krishna equal to 
Krishna (in prowess), cutting off with three 
wellsharpened Valias, the bow, banner, and 
charioteer of the former (the son of Dussa- 
sana), advanced towards Drona. Lakshmana 
checked that slayer of Pattachara who is 
regarded, O king, as the bravest among the 
two hosts. But tle latter, © Bharata, 
appeared resplendent, having cut off Lakm- 
shana’s bbw and banner-mark and shower- 
ing myrjad shafts on him. ‘T’he youthful 
Vikarna, endued with great intelligence, 
opposed, in that battle. the youthful Sik- 
handin, the son of Yajnasena, as he ad- 
vanced. ‘Thereat the son of Yajuasena 


covered the former with a net-work of 
arrows. 


36—39. Your son endued with prowess 
appeated beautifil by defeating that shower 
‘or arrows. Angada checked the heroic 
Uttamaujasa, with a down-pour of arrows, 
as the latter advanced 1m that battle against 
Drona. The awful encounter between those 
two foremost of men enhanced the delight 
of ak the soldiers as also of them both, 
The mighty bowman Durmukha endued 
with prowess, resisted with shafts called 
Vatsadantas,. the heroic Purujit as the latter 
advanced towards Drona. But this latter 
struck Durmukha between his two eye- 
brows with a Varacha. 


40—41, Thereupon the countenance of 
Durmukha appeared charming lke a lotus 
with its stem. Karna checked with an 
arrowy shower the Kekaya brothers own- 
ing crimson standards, as they rushed 
towards Drona. Greatly afflicted, they also , 
covered Karna with a down-pour of arrows. 

42. Karna also covered them repeatedly 
sh showers = arrows. Neither they nor 

arna was to seén being cover 
with (clouds of) shafts. ' —— 


43—46. Their steeds, drivers and stand- 
ards and cars were all lost to sight being 
covered with thick arrowy showers. Your 
three sume, viz., Duryaja, Jaya, and Vijaya 
resisted, the three, vis., king Nila, the 
ruler of Kasis, and king Jayatsena. Then 
the fierce combaf between them afforded 
delight to the lookers-on like that between 
a tiger, alien, and a wolf on the one side 
and a beat, a, buffalo and a bull on the 
other side. Kshemadhari and Vri 
these two brothers ther wounded with 
keen-pointed shafts, him of the Satwata 
race, as he advanced towards Drona in that 
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battle. Then the battle between those 
brothers aad Satyaki became exeeedingly 
wonderful, 


47-48. Ike that between a lion and g 
couple of leader-elephants with rent temples 
in the woods. Excited with wrath the ruler 


of the Chedis, t away, by discharging 
shafts, from pie, king Ambastha who 
always delighted in battle. Then Amvastha 
pierced lum with a long stiaft thatpene- 
trated into his very bones. 


49-53. Loosing hold of his bow furnish- 
ed a arrows, 5 fell down from his 
chariot. The generous son of Saradwata 
namely Kripa, with arrows called Kskudra- 
kas, resisted Vardhakshemi of thé Vrishni 
race, whose very appearance reflected 
wrath, Then those that saw Kripa and him 
of the Vrishni race—the heroes accamplish- 
edin vaiious modes of warfare—engaged 
in battle with each other, became 
absorbed in that encounter, and they could 
attend to no other action. The son of 
Somadatta for adding to the glory of 
Drona, opposed the ever, vigilant king 
Manimanta as the latter rushed towards 
Drona. Tho son of Somadatta then with 
great activity, cut off the the latfer’s bow- 
string, banner, charioteer, umbrella and 
flag-staff and felled him from his car. 
Then the slayer of foes, Yupaketu (ownjng 
the devise of a sacrifical stake on his stand- 
ard) jumping down, with lightness, from 
the car, 


54. Cutoff with a best-tempered swérd 
king Manimanta with his steeds, charioteer, 
standard and chariot. Thereafter remount- 
ing his own chariot, and grasping another 

Ww, 


55—58. And himself urging his steeds, 
he began to consume the host of the Pan- 
davas. Vrishasena, a worthy combatant, 
checked with an arrowy shdwer, king 
Pandya who was rushing to batte like Indra 
rushing after the Asuras for slaying them. 
With maces, bludgeons, scimitars, axes 
Stones, and other weapons, and with short 
clubs, mallets, discs, Vindipalas, battle- 
axes, and with dusts, wind, fire, water, ash- 
-, eg =n, trees, afflicting, smiting, 

freaking, slaying, routing and throwin, 
down,tand pad 5 the hostile troops, om 
Sumekeebe, desitous* of getting near 

‘ona. 


AL, a with wrath, the Rakshasa 
umvus to stcike that Rakshasa 
(Ghatotkacha) withwacious kipds of weapons 
and various implements of wac, : 


gon Ras ohonter Sat 
ween t two forémost of the Raksh , 
resembled that which took place hiateate 


. 
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Sumeru and the king of the immortals, 
in days gone by, 


61. Good betide you. Thus amidst that 
dreadful general engagements, hundreds of 
single combats were fought between the 
car-warriors, elephant-wariiors, horse-war- 
— and foot-soldie:ss of your aimy and 
theirs. 


62. Indeed the battle that then raged 
between the warriors that were intent on des- 
troying and protecting Drona, indeed such 
a battle was never seen o: heard of befage. 


63. Many were the combats that were 
seen raging on that field; O lord, some of 
which were dreadful, some worderful and 
some exceedingly terrible, 

. 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth chapter, tha 
description of single combats, in the Sam- 
saptaka-badkha of the Drona Parva, 


a 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When the Pandavas returned and 
when divistons clashed against divisions, 
how did the warriors of my army and those 
belonging to the sons of Pritha, endued with 
activity, fight ? 

2. What also did Arjuna do to the car- 
warriors of the Sumsaptaka host, and what, 
O Sanjaya, did the Samsaptakas do to 
Arjuna in return ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

3- When the Pandavas did return to the 
charge and when divisions clashed agaist 
divisions, your son (Duryodhana) bis If 
at the head of the elephapt division, rushed 
at BRimsena, 

4. Like an elephant challenged by 

nother or like a bovine bull summoned by 

rival, Bhimasena, challenged by the king 
himself, rushed against that elephant 
division. 

5. And, O sire, that son of Pritha, accom- 
plished in battle, and endued with strength 
of arms, soon shattered that host of ele- 
phants. 

6. Those elephants, prodigious like 
mountains, and with ichor exuding from 


then took place ; all parts of their bodies, were crushed and 


compelled to turn back by the Nurachas of 
Bhimasena. 
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7. Indeed as a raging tempest tears away 
a net-work of opie ee ain the son of the 
Wind (Bhima) shatter that hast (of cle- 
phants). 


8. Scattering arrows on that herd of ele- 
phants, Bluma appeared beautiful, like the 
sun scattering his shining rays on all ob- 
jects of the world. 


9. Afflicted with the shafts of Bhima and 
bespattered with blood, those elephants 
looked beautiful like various masses ot clouds 
in the heavens streaked with the rays of the 
sun, 


10. Thereupon Duryodhana excited with 
wrath, approached and pierced with whetted 
shafts the son of the Wind who was afflict- 
ing his {(Duryodhana’s) own divigion of 
elephants. . 

1t. Thereat, with blood-red eyes, Bhima 
within a while, desirous of dragging the kin 
to destruction, began to pierce the latter wit 
winged shafts. 


12. Then Duryodhana, covered with ar- 
rows on all parts of his body, and wrought 
up with rage, began to pierce the son of 
Pandu, v:s., Bhimasena, with Narachas or 
the effulgence of the rays of the sun, laugh- 
ing all the while. 


13. Duryodhana had an (artificial) eleg 
phant embossed with gems and jewels as the 
device gracing hrs banner; this elephant 
together with the former’s bow, the son of 
Pandu severed with two Vallas in ili haste. 


14. Beholding Duryodhana afflicted by 
Bhima, O sire, the sovereign of the Angas, 
riding on an elephant, came with a view to 
afflict Bhima. 


15. Seeing that best of elephants make 
towards himself with a roar resembling the 
rumble of the clouds, Bhima struck it sore 
with a Neracha between its two frontal 
globes. 


16. That Navacha, penetrating through 
the body of the elephant at, Jast struck on the 
ground. Then that elephant fell like a 
mountain struck with the thunder-bolt. | 

17. The Mlechha king who could not 
extricate himself from the dropping elepbant 
was als? falling with it; with an admirable 
lightness cf hand, Vrikodara cut off the head 
of that monarch. 


18. At the fall of the heroic ruler of the 
Angas, his division fled in all directions. 
Horses, elephants and car-warriors, seized 
with ‘panic, began to crush the foot-soldiers 
in their flight, 


19. When that host had been thus bro” 
ken and routed in all directions, the sove™ 
reign of the Pragiyotisa$ rushed at Bhima, 
riding on his elephant. 
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20. With its two forelegs and, its trunk 
contracted and with its eyes rolliig and in- 
flamed with fury, that elephant. seemed to 
consume the son of Pandu. 


ax, It then shattered to piedes the cat of 
Vrikodara together with the steeds harness- 


ed thereto, Thereat running on his legs 
Bhima hed himself underneath body of the 
elephant. ' 


22, The son of Pandu did not really fly, 
for he was acquainted With the science call- 
ed Anjaltkavedha; getting underneath the 
elephant’s body, he began to strike it with 
his bare arms repeatedly, 


23. He began to affiict that elephant 
that was intent on slaying him; whereupon 
the elephant began to whirl round like a 
potter’s wheel in rapid motion. 


24. Possessed of the might of ten thou- 
gand elephants, the glo-ious Vrkodara, 
having struck the elephant, came out from 
underneath its body and steod before 
Supratika, 


25. Holdfng down Bhima with its trunk, 
Supratika then struck him with its knees ; 
and winding its trunk round the neck of 
Bhima, it seally tried to kill him. 


_26, Whirling round Bhimasena freed 
himself from the twine of the elephant's 
trung. Then once more Vrikodara got un- 
der the body of that elephant. 


27. Then when he saw a rival elephant of 
his own army make towards the one (ur.der- 
neath which he was standing), Bhima issuing 
out from under the body of the elephant, ran 
away with speed. 


28. Thereupon a loud cry of ‘Alas, Bhima 
is slain by the elephant’ was set up by all 
the troops, O sire. 


“29. Frightened by that elephant, the 
Pandava army suddenly fied, O king, there 
where Vrikedora was standing. 


¥. Thereupon, considering Vrikodara 
to be slain, king Yudhisthira assisted by 
sy Bj environed Bhagadatta on 
a es, 


31. That foremosteof car-warriors Yu- 
dhisthira, having surrounded Bhagadatta 
with cars on all sides, covered the latter with 
Keen-poles shgfts by hundreds and thou- 
sands. 


32. Baffling those myriad shafts with 
his iron hook, the Mountain-king, (Bhaga- 
datta) aia with his elephant the host of 
the Pandayas apd ‘the Panchalas. 


33-  TlLen, O ruler of men, wé did indeed 
behold a wonderful feat achievedin that 
battle by the old Bhagadatia, through the 
instrumentality of his elephant. 
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. Then the sovereign of the Dasarnas 
advanced against the ruler of the Pragjyo- 
tisas, mounted on a swift-coursing elephant, 
exuding the temporal juice and moving ip 
a tortuous mation. 

35. Then the encounter that ensued be- 
tween those two elephants of prodigious ap- 
pearance, resembled the fight, in the days of 
yore, between winged mountains covered 
with trees. 


36. Thereafter the elephant .of the ruler 
of the Pragjyotisas, turning and wheeling 
round, slew the elephant of the king 
of the Dasarnas, by ripping open its 
flanks. 

47. King Bhagadatta also, with seven 
Tomaras of the effulgence of the sums rays, 
slew his adversary riding on an elephant 
just when the latter was about to slip down 
from his seat. 

38. Thereupon Yudhisthira lacerating 
king Bhagndatta (with many shafts), sur- 
rounded him on all sides with a numerous 


host of car-warriors. . 


39. Mounted on his elephant and sur- 
rounded on all sides by the car-warriors, he 
(Bhagadatta) appeared beautiful® like fire 
illumining a mountain surrounded by 
forests. 

40. Then mounted on his elephant, the 
remained inside that compact circle of fierce 
bow-men riding on chariots and pouring 
showers of arrows. 

4t. Thercafter the king of the Pragj- 
yotisas, poking his prodigious elephant, 
urged it towards the chariot of Yuyudhans. 

42. Thereat the mighty elephant twining 
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48. Thus when the Pandavas were 
being afflicted by Bhagadatta in that battle, 
Bhima wrought up with wrath once more 
rushed against the ruler of the Pragjyotisas. 


49. Then that e,ephant drenching with the 
woater spouting from its trunk the horses af 
the advancing Bhima, frightened them, and 
they carried away Bhuma from the field. 

50. Thereafter Ruchiparvan the son of 
Korti speedily rushed at lim, mounted on 
his chariut and pouring showers of arrows 
like Death himself. 


cd 
§1. Then that ruler of the mountain 
tracts possessed of shapely limbs, despatch- 
ed, with a straight shaft, Ruchrparvan to 
the regions of the son of Vivaswan (Death). 


52. “Qn the fall of that hero (Ruchi- 
pervaci, the son of Subhadra, the sons of 
Jroupadi, Chekitana, Dhvistaketu, and 
Yuyutsu, began to «fflict that elephant, 


53. Desirous of slaying it; and utterin 
dreadful roars, they began to pour on it 
their arrows like showers of tain. 


54. Then that elephant urged with heels 
togs, and the hook, by its skilful rider, 
rushed (at then) with speed, with its trunk 

| Stretched and eyes and ears fixed. 


| 55- Then trampling upon the steeds of 
Yayutsu, the animal crushed his charioteer ; 
and, U monarch, Yuyutsu fied, forsaking 
his car, in all haste. 


56. Thep the warriors of the Pandava 
host out of a desire for slaying that fore- 
most of elephants, speedi!y drenched it with 
the shower of their arrows, uttering loud 
shouts al! the while. 


At this juncture, your son with speed 


with its trunk the car of Sini’s grandson, | rushed, against the car of Subhadra’s son, 


threw it violently to a distance ; but Yuyu- | 
| discharging arrows ati 


dhana escaped. 


43- His charioteer jumping upon the | 
| Scattering lis rays om the earth. Then the 


car, urged the mighty steeds of the Shindhu 
breed yoked thereto, and stopped reaching 
the spot where Safyaki was standing. 

44. Then that elephant, availing itself 
of that breach in the circle of cars, came 
speedsly out of it and began te overthrow all 
the rulers ef the earth. 


45. Those foremgst of men being’ fright- 

ened by that Swift-coursing elephant, re- 
arded that single ane i@be multiplied into 
undred elephants, in that battle. 


46. The Pandavas crushed by Bhaga- 
datta mounted on his nt, appeared 
tike the Danavas crushed by Indra mounted 
on the Airayata, \ 


47, When the’ Panchalas were flymg on 
all sities, 4 deafening and dreadful din was 
created by their sephaiets and steeds. 


Kmg Shagadatta riding on his clephant and 
foe, 


58. Appeared resplendent like the sun 


; son of Arjuna prerced lum with twelve 
shafts and Yuyutsu with ten.. 

59. ‘The sons of Droupadi and Dhirista- 
ketu 4iso pierced bim with ten shafts; with 
those arrows shot with gisat care stuck on 
its body, the elephant appeared beauutul, 

%60. Like a mighty rain-cloud struck 
with the rays of the sun, Urged on by the 
skill and vigour of tts rider, and simttten 
with the shalis of the enemy, 


61. That elephant began to throw down 
tight and left, the warriors of the hostile 
host. Like a cow-herd belabouring with his 
cudge! the herd in the forest, 


62. B datta began to smite the hos- 
tile silage ly. Like the cawing of 
the crows pounced upon by the hawks, 
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i> C 
the son 
‘Krishna t 
nor horses ni 
be seen, 


20. Then when Janarddana was over- 
whelmed with a swoon, and was covered 
with deaps-of perspirationy the son of Prtha 
fell to slaughter them tm large numbers 
with his Brahma weapon. 

21. Hundreds of arms, with arrows, 
bow-strings and bows in their grasps, being 
severed, and also, standards, horses, chatio- 
teers, and cat-warisors, all felldown on the 
earth. 


22. Elephants, resembling ¢n stature 
huge hills covered with trees, or masses of 
rain clouds, and furnished with trappings, 
having their riders slain, fell down on the 
groutd being struck with the arrows ro) 
Partha, 

23. Greatly afflicted with the shafts of 
Partha, steeds with riders on their backs, 
fell down dead onthe ground, with their 
ciparisons and reims severed and their 
Vandhka reut. 


24. Severed by Kuitin withehis broad- 
headed arrows, the arms of men, having 
swords, lances and rapiers for their nail, 
and grasping bludgeons, mallets, and 
battle-axes, fell down. 


25. Heads, O sue, resembling the rising 
sun, or the lotus or the moan, being sever ed 
by the arvows of Arjuna, fell down on the 
earth. 


26. When the enraged Phalyguna had 
been thus slaying Ing foes, the forces seemed 
to Le on fire, being struck with beautiful but 
deadly shafts of various appearances. 


Kunti, namely Partha, nor 
assuager of the grief of men, 


ve with those shafts, neither 
charts, O monarch, could 


27. Then all beings honowed Dhananjaya, 
whohad been agitating the forces lhe an 
elephant crushing the lotus-stalas, by saying 
‘Well done,’ ‘Well-done.’ 


28. Beholding that feat of the son of 
Pistha, which was equal to the one achieved 
by Vasava himselt, Madhava, highly amazed 
thus spoke to the former, wih his hands 
folded. 9 


‘1 think, O Partha, the feat you 

have to;day achieved in battle is difficult of 

g performed even by, Indra, or Yama or 
Kavera hhimseti. } 

I have sed @ to-day slay simulta- 

nosed in battle, pentveds Nand thousands 


of mighty car-wartiors of the Samsaptaka 


' gt Then ly slaying those Sam- 
taptukas who stayed in ‘batt 
7 


» Partha said 


| 
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to Krishna, ‘Now hasien towards Bhaga- 
datta.’ 


Thus ends the pregge: Rewer chapter, 
the slaughter of the Samsaptakas, én the 
Samsaptaka-badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Upon Partha’s desire for advancing 
against the divison of Drona, Kuiishna 
urged his steeds covered with golden 
-ogeaia fleet *as the mind and white in 
jue. 


2. Beholding that foremost of the Kurus 
make towards his brothers afflicted sore 
by Drona, king Susarman with his brothers 
fulloned him, desirous of battle. 


3. The invincible Arjuna owning white 
steeds then thus addressed Krishna say 
Sng —' O Achywta, this Susarman assis- 
ted by his brothers challanges me (to 
fight). 


« 4. Oslayer of foes, on the other hand, 
the ranks of my troops are being shattered, 
(by Drona) ; to-day my mind 1s undecided 
ynits purposes, which 1s caused by the 
Samsaptekas. 


5. Shall I slay the Samsaptakas or shall 
lsave sry own army afflicted by the foe. 
Know this to be what Lam thinking of; tell 
tac what would be beneficial for me? 


6. Thus spoken to, the descendant of the 
Dasathas (viz. Krishna), turned the car, and 
drove the son of Pangu to the spot whence 
the ruler of the Trigaittas was summon- 
ing Arjuna, 


7. ‘Thereat Arjuna picrcing Susarman 
with seven swift-coursing arrows, cut down 
his standard, bow and chatiot with a couple 
of sazor-shatp atrows, 


8. ‘then with six swilt-flying arrows 
Partha speedily rea manger ty to the m utgion 
of Death the brother of the ruler of the 
Trigarttas, with his steeds and chattotcers, 

9. Thereat Susarman, aiming at Arjuna, 
hurled an son dart resembling a snake and 
he threw a lance at the son of Vasudeva. 


10. Having cut down the dart with three 
shafts and the lance also with another three, 
Arjuna compelled Susarman to turn bac 
depriving him of lus senses by means 
an a:cow) down-pour, 


11. None among your host ventured 
oppose him, U monarch, a8 ha came - 











se 


Gerce and showering arrows like Vasava 
pouring rain. 

12. Then Dhananjaya advanced slaying 
all the mighty car-warriors of the Kouravas, 
with his arrows,just as fire advances consum- 
ing heaps of straw and fuel &c, 


13. Like the touch of fire, people were 
unable to bear the unbearable inpetuousity 
of that intelligent son of Kunti. 

14. The son of Pandu overwhelming with 
his arrowy showers the hostile host, made, 
© megnarch, towards the rulers of the Pidg- 
jyotisas, like Suparana pouncing down (upon 

is prey). 

13-16. Then the ever-victortous Arjuna 
held in his grasp the bow, that was prolific 
of benefit for the sinless Randavas, &nd that 
was capable of enhancing the grief of the 
enemy in battle, for the destruction of the 
Kshastriyas, brought about, O king, by your 
—> yecourse to the deceitful game at 


37. Then, O monarch, your troops 
being thus agitaied by the son of Pritha, 
was broken a frail bark grounded on 
a rock. . 

18. Thereupon, ten thousand bowmen, 
brave apd inflamed with a fierce deter- 
mination for battle, and disregardful of 
victory or defeat, turned upon (Arjuna). 

19. Whsth their hearts shorn of fear, 
those inighty warriors completely encom- 

ed him, Thereat Partha capable of 
Cconas all burdens how heavy sover, took 
up that burden in that battle, 

20. Then Partha began to crush yout 
forces just as an infurrate elephant of six 
years of age, with rent temples crushes and 
tears an assemblage of sotus plants, 

at. When the trdops were being thus 
crushed, Bhagadatta, the ruler Hf men, 
riding on the self-same elephant, rushed 
suddenly at Dhananjaya. * 

32. Thereuport Dkananjaya_ that fore- 
most of men, received him. (Bhagadatta), 
opposing hun with his car. Then a fiérce 
encounter raged between that car and that 
elephant. 

93. Riaing on their car and elephant 

ively which were equipped according 
ta the cules of the miltary science, those 
two heroes Dhananjaya and Bhagadatta 
careered through the field of battle, 

24. Then staying on his elephant that 
resembled a mass of clouds, the mighty 
Bhagadatta showered upon Dhananjaya a 
down-pour of arrows, hke Indra showering 
rain, 

* 95. Then the gon of Vasava (Arjuna) 
stidued with prowess, cut off with his arrow, 
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showers, the arrows of Bhaga » before 
they could even reach him. 

26. Then, O sire, the kingyof the Prag- 
pyotisas, baffling that sho of arrows, 
pierced the mighty-armed son of Pustha, 
as also Krishna, with his arrows. 

27. Thereafter covering Krishna and 
Partha with a thick net-work of arrows, 
Bhagadatta urged his elephant towards then 
im order to slay them. 


28. Thereat beholding that infuriate 
elephant make towards themselves like 
Death lumself, Janarddana with swiftness 
moved his car in a manner as to leave the 
elephant on the left. 

29. Thus Dhananjaya, though he got 
an opportunity of staying tint mighty denne 
ant and its rider from the right side, yet did 

got avail himself of it, recoliecting the laws 
of fair combat. 

go. The elephant, O sire, trampling 
down upon other elephants, cars and steeds, 
sent them ald tothe regions of Death. There- 
at Dhananjaya was inflamed with wrath. 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth chapter, the 
fight of Bhmgadatta,in the Samsaptaha-badha 
of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Wrought vp with rage, what did 
Arjuna the son of Pandu do to Bhagadatta ? 
What did also the ruler of the Prayjyotusas 
do towards Priha’s son? Tell me ali as 
it happeneds 
Sanjaya said :— ’ ; 

2. When Krishna and Arjuna were both 
thus engaged with the ruler of the Pragjyoti- 
sas, all creatures regarded them as ced 
within the teeth of Deazh. 

3. Then, O mighty monarch, fram the 
back of the glephant haro te, the ruler of 
the Praggyotisas poured incessant showers 
of arrows on the tWb Krishnas (Arjuna 
and Krishna) stationed on the same chariot. 

4. Thereafter Bhagadatta, with tron 
shafts furr ished with wings, whettéd 
on stone and discharged fromi a full.drawa 
bow, pierced the son of Devaki. 

. Those superbly ornamented artows 
of the touch lig shot with force by Bhaga-; 
datta, enter be éarth, having pierced . 
through thé sor of Devaki, 
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6. The son of Pritha then cut off Bhaga- 


atta’s , and slew - gr — _ 
supporting the latter from his flanks; he 
then eng with the Pragjyotisa king as 
if in sport, ° 


7. Thereat Bhagadatta sped at et ge 
fourteen lances of great sharpness and of 
the solar etfulgence ; but Arjuna cut each of 
them inro three preces. 

8. Thereafter Arjuna shattered into 
pieces the armour covering Bhagadatta’s 
elephant, with a mighty shower of arrows, 
the armour then dropped down on the earth. 


9. With its armour shattered, and man- 


gied with numerous arrow-wounds, that 
elephant acess like a prince of moun- 
tain shorn of its cloudy envelope, and with 


its breast drenched with showers of rain. 
to. Thereupon the ruler of the Pragj- 
isas hurled at Vasudeva's son a dart 
aving a golden staff and an iron head; 
but Arjana cut that dart in two. 
11, Thereafter having severed with 
arrows the umbrella and the standard of 


the king, Arjuna qui pierced the 
culer of the mountain-provinces with ten 
shafts, smiling the while. e 


12—13. Then that ruler of the Prag- 
jyotisas was sorely wounded by Arjuna’s 
arrows furnished with beautiful wings form- 
ed of the feathers of the Kanka birds. 
Thereafter B tta, O ruler of men, 
waxing wroth, hurled lances at the head 
of Pandu's son owning white steeds. And 
then he uttered a loud war-cry. Then by 
those lances, the diadem of Arjuna was dis- 
placed. 

14. Then ing his displaced diadem 
in its proper place, Buciguna’ sad to — 
Bhagadatta :— Take you a full view 
this world.” 

15. Thus spoken to, king Bhagadatta, 
inflamed with rage, took up a tuhtress bow 
and covered Papdu’s son and Govinda 
with a shower of arrows, 

16, The son of Pritha then having cut-off 
Bhagadatta’s bow and quivers, quickl 
prerced the latter in all his vital limbs with 
two and seventy arrows. 


17. Thus pierced and pained to the 
extreme, Bhagadatta invpked the Vatshnava 
weapon and inspifing its hook with sacred 


aphorisms, ‘he let ‘it go, in , at the 

breast of Paudw'ascne” willis 
8. T , Kesava, covering Pri- 
tha's son, -— upos his own ‘breast that 
ca ing, hurl- 

pable saying every ng 

“t9/ On the breast pf Keshava that wea- 
pod Became changed into a celestial garland, 


ue 


Thereafter with a sorrowful heart Arjuna 
thus addressed Keshava :— 


20. “ O sinless one, without ag for 
you, Iwill drive your steeds, tn Fa om y 
these, O lotus-eyed one, were the words yott 
spoke before. Why then do you not keep 
your promise inviolate ? 

21. It is only then when | shall be in~ 
volved in a calamity or shall be incapable 
of resisting (my foes and their weapons), 
itis thenonly that you shall take it upon 
yourself to protect me; but not when I am 
cofnpetent and standing thus. 2 


22. Equipped with my bows and arrows, 
I am competent enough to conquer the 
worlds with all the celestials, Asuras, and 
mortalg dwelling in them, this fact indeed 
you also*know.” «© 


23. Thereupon the son of Vasudeva 
addressing Arjuna spoke these words in 
ey :— Hear, O sinless one, Q son of 
Pritha, this ancient and mysterious piece 
of history, 

24. Ever occupied as J] am in achieving 
the welfare of the worlds, 1 have four sem- 
bhances. Dividing myself into partsI do 
try to bring about the world's benefit. 

25. One of my semblances, remaining 
on, earth, is even now practising ascetic 
austerities. Another keeps an eye over the 
world engaged in good and evil deeds. 


26. My third semblance, staying in 
the worldeof men, is engaged in the per-~ 
formance of acts, and my fourth semblance 
sleeps a sleep extending Over four thousand 
years, 

27. This tast-mentioned semblance of 
mine that awakes at the endof the every 
thousand years, accords excellent boons 
- that time, to those who really deserve 
them. 

28. On one such occasion, the Earth 
knowing that the boon-giving hour has 
come, solicited a boon for her son Naraka; 
hear, I shall teli it to you. + 

29. “ Possessed of the Vaishnava weapon 
let m$ son be unslayable, both by the gods 
and the demons. It behoves you to grant 
me that weapon,” 


30 Listening then to that prayer for the 
boon that the earth wanted me accord to 
her son, I give the excellent and irresistible 
Vaishnava weapon to hin. 


31. I then said-—‘O Earth, let this 
weapon be infallible in protecting Naraka, 
None, 1 say, will be able to slay him. 


32. Protected by this weapon, your 
son, thé crusher of hostile hosts, will, in all 
tunes and everywhere, be invincible.” 
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33. Then saying “Be it so’, that intelli- 

t goddess went away, satisfied at the 

Paition of her desire, Her son Naraka, 

that afflicter of hostile heroes, also accord- 
ingly became invincible. 


34. Then, O son of Pritha, that weapon 

mine was secured by the ruler of the 
Pragjyotisas from Naraka; and O sire, 
there is none unslayable by it in all the 
worlds, not excluding Indra and Rudra 
themselves. 


33. For your sake therefore, O Arjuna, 
I did®baffle the weapon. Now slay the 
mighty Asura deprived of his excellent 
weapon, 

36. Now slay in battle your invincible 
opponent Bhagadatta, that enemy gf the 
ods, like myself slaying, in days*of yore, 
Namie, for the worlds’ benefit.” 


37. Thus spoken to by the high-souled 
Kesava, Piitha’s son, suddenly covered 
Bhagadatta with a shower of sharp atrows, 


38. Then the mighty-armed and high- 
souled Arjuna dauntlessly wounded Bhaga- 
datta’s elephant between its frontal globes 
with a (long) lance. e © 

39. Then like the thunder-bolt rending 
a mountain open, that dart flying towards 
the elephant penetrated into its body to the 


very wings, like a snake entering into its | 


hole in an ant-hill. 


40: Then like the wife of a poor man, 
refusing to carry out the ordes of her 
husband, that elephant though often urged 
by Bhagadatta, refused to obey his orders. 


4t. With ats limbs paralysed it fell 
down striking the earth with its tusks, 
Then that huge elephant gave up its breath 
uttering a yell of distress. 


42. Thereafter the son of Pandu pierced 
the heart of king Bhagadatta with a crescent- 
shaped arrow of straight knots. 


43- His bosom torn open by the 
diadem-decked Arjuna. king Bhagadatta 
lost the grasp of his bow and arrows, 
being deprived of vitality. * 

. The precious cloth that had consti- 
tuted his turban now fell off from his head 
like a pétal falling off from a lotus when 
its stem is struck violently. 


45. He himself decorated with a garland 
of gold felldown from the back of his 
mountain-hke elephant, decked also with 
trappings of gold, like a blossoming Kur- 
nikaya trec falling down fram the crest of 
a hill, being uprooted by the violence of the 
wind, 

46. Then in that battle, the son of Indra 
haying slain that monarch equal to Indra 
in prowess and who was a friend of Indra, 
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began to crush, inspired with the hopes 
of victory, other warriors of your Army, hke 
ow gust of wind crashing ¢ number 
ol trees. 


Thus euds the twenty-nintl chapter, the 
slaughter of Bhagadatta, in the Samsap- 
| taka-badha uf the Drona Parva, 
| 


CHAPTER XXX. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 


I. Having slain the ruler of the Prag 
jyotisas who was the fried and favourite of 
fudra, and who was possessed of immeasue 
rable prowess, the son of Pritha circumam- 
bulated im. 


2. Thereafter, Vrisaka and Achala, the 
two sons of the kang of the Gandharas, both 
competent to subjugate hostile cites, 
began to, afflict the son of Pandu in 
baie. 


3- Those two heroic bowmen assailing 
Arjuna simultaneously from the rear and the 
van, began to pierce him with swdt-flying 
| atrows coursing with vchemence, 


4. Thereupon with whetted shafts 
| Pitha’s son cut off into fragments the steeds’ 
the chirioteer, the bow, the standard, the 
; umbrella and the chariot of Viisaka tle son 
| of Suvala. 


5. ‘lhereafter Arjuna with showers of 
arrows and various other weapons, began to 
posi the Gandharas headed by Suvala and 
others. 


6. Then wrought up with wrath, Dha- 
anjiya despatched, by means of his arrows, 
to the regions of Death, five hundred heroic 
Gandhara warriors with their weapons held 
over their heads, 


7- Meanwhile the mighty-armed Vri- 
saka alighting front his chariot of which 
the horses were slain, ascended the car of 


lus brother with agility, and grasped ano- 
ther box. ey or 


8. Then those two heroic brothers Vri- 
saka and Achaia, both riding on the self. 
same car, began incessantly to pierce 
Pritha’s son with their arrowy 


9. Then those two kings; your brothers. 
in-law, Viz., Vrisaka ‘nd’ Lae illustri~ 


ous sonts, art to wound Partha sorely, 
a Vala ot Aritra woynding. Indra him- 
self, 2 Ss 
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to, The two Gandhara kings of unerring 
aims, agaig and again pierced Pandu's son 
like the sufnmer and the rainy months of 
the year pielging the world with heat and 
rain respectively. e 

11, Thereat, O monarch, Arjuna witha 
single shaft slew those two ;foremost of men, 
those two princes, viz, Veysaka and Achala 
who had heen riding on the same chariot 
side by side. 


12. ‘Thereupon those two heroic brothers 
with red eyes, possessed of long arms, hav- 
ing similar features and looking hke two 
hons, fell down from their car. 


13. Then their bodies, so much tended 
by their friends and favourites, fajling from 
the car, lay prostrate on the,Earth, spreading 
sacred fame m all the ten points of the com- 
pass, 

14. ‘Thereafter, O ruler of men, your son 
beholding their two unretreaung and heroic 
maternal uncles slain, began unceasingly to 
discharge weapons. 

15. Lhen, conversant with hyndred kinds 
of illusion, Sakuni_ beholdivg his two bro- 
thers slain spread a mighty illusion for con- 
founding the two Krishnas. 


16. hen clubs, iron-balls, Satoghnss, 
rocks, darts, maces, bludgeons, swords, tri- 
dents, mallets, battle-axes, 


17. Kampanas scimitars, nails, Musha- 
las, axes, razo1s, horse-shue-headed arrows, 
Nalikas, Vatsadantas and shafts of bony- 
heads, 

18. Discuses, Vishtkhas, lances, and 
many other kinds of weapons beyan to 
fall upon Arjuna from all the cardinal and 
subsidiary points of the compass. 

19. Also asses, camels, buffalos, tigers, 
hons, deer, leopards, bears, wolves, vultures, 
monkeys, and various reptiles, 

20. And diverse kinds of Rakshasas, and 
flights of birds, all burning wth hunger and 
rage, assailed Atjuna from all sides, 

a1. Thereat that herorc son of Kunti, by 
name Dhananjaya, versed in the use of ce- 
lestial weapons, discharging a net-work 
oe, arrows, simultanéously attacked them 
all. 

22. Attacked-By that hero with excellent 
and strong arrows, those beasts an@ reptiles 
and bird$, entitting ioud yells of agony, be- 

anto give the ghost up on the field of 
a 


e. 
« Thereupon ‘Arjuna’s chariot - 
aneged pepe p gy ll apc 
d to reproach Arjuna from 


were hear 
within 
fierce battle, Arjuna, 


that gloom. 
Then in 
with a mighty and weapon of the 
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finest miak® called Gotishka, dispelled that 
dreadful and palpable darkness capable of 
inspiring every one with terror. 


25—26. When that gloom had been dis- 
pelled, fmghtful waves of waters started 
into existence, Lhereupon for destroying 
these water-waves, Arjuna discharged’ the 
Aditya weapon, that weapon then dued up 
almost all the water-waves. lhus various 
kinds ot illusions created by Suvala s son, 


27. Arjuna smilingly nullified by means 
of the vntue of his weapons. When all his 
illysions had been nullified, struck with the 
arrows of Arjuna and seized with terre, 


28. Saxum fled like a mean deserter: 
being borne away by fleet couisers. lLhen 
Arjuna conversant with the use of all wea. 
pons, dgplayiny to his tocs his great light~ 
handedness, > 

29. Poured showers of arrows on the host 
of the Kouravas. Lhen that army of your 
son, thus smashed by Piitha’s son, 


go. Became split up in twain, hke a cur- 
rentof Ganges water dividing into two 
Streams when it 1s; obstructed bya hillock, 
Some among those foremost of men, then 
sought shelter frem Drona, 

gi. And others, O king, being afflicted 
sore by the diadem-decked Arjuna, flew to- 
wards Duryodhana’s division. Lhen we 
could not see Arjuna, as the army was 
enveloped in a cloud of dust. 


32. 1 gould then only hear the twang of 
the Gandrea-bow on my ght side, as 
also the sound and blare of conch-shells, 
and drums, and the din of many other 
musical wistruments, 


. But resing above all those nojse 
and din, the twang of the Gandiva teached 
the very heavens. ‘lhen on the Southern 
part of the field, again raged a hyhit between 
numerous warriors on the one side, 


34- And Arjuna on the other. 1, how. 
eve, followed Drona's division. Then the 
diverse divisions of Yudlusthira's army 
—— to strike down the enemy's host on the 
field, 


35. Then, O Bharata, lke wind scatter- 
ing masses of clouds in the heavens, Arjuna 
hegan to scatter the various divisions com- 
posing the army of your son, 


36. None could then ressist that fierée 
bowmen, that excellent of all male bemgs, 
as he advanced, like Indra, pouring incess- 
antly showers of arrows. 


37- Then allthose troops of yours, thus 
slaughtered by Partha, and overwhelmed 
with intense pain, began to fly, and in flying 
crushed many of their own number, 
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. The arrows, sped by Arjuna, fur- 
wiles with wings o ‘Kanta feather aud 
capable of piercing into every body, began 
to falleven like flights of Jocusts covering 
all the ten points of the compass. 


39. Those arrows, O sire, penetrating 
through horses, car-warriors, elephants and 
foot-soldiers, entered the earth, like snakes 
eatering their holes in ant-hills. 


40. Arjuna did not shoot more than one 
arrow at any elephant, man, or horse. 
Each of these, afflicted by one shaft only, 
began to fali down and give up the ghost 
on theSield. 


41. Over-strewn with slain men, and 
elephants, and horses mangled with arrows, 
and filled with the yells of dogs and jackals, 
the field of battle assumed an awiyleap- 
pearance. 


42. Afflicted with arrows, then father 
deserted his son, friend forsook his friend, 
and son abandoned his father. Then with 
their hearts intent on saving themselves, 
men even forsook their very vehicles, being 
pained by the arrows of Partha. 

. Thus ends the thirtieth chapter, the re- 
treat of Sakuni, in the Samsaptaka-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XXXI. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA).— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. What, O Sanjaya, was the state of 
your mind when my army was routed and 
crushed by Pandu’s son and when you 
speedily fled away from the field? 


2. The re-assembling of broken and 
routed troops is ever very difficult; tell me 
all about it, O Sanjaya. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. lspite of all these, O ruler of men, 
tany excellent heroes, desirous of doing 
good to your son and of keeping their repu- 
tation unsullied, followed Drona's track, 


4. During that fierce encounter, they 
dauntlessly followed their commander, 
achieving numerous feats of valour, with wea- 
pous upraised and with Yudhisthira within 
accessible distance. 


5. Availing themselves of an error of 
the heroic Bhimasena, of Satyaki of immea- 
surable prowess and of the nughty Dhrista- 
dyumna, the Kuru leaders fell upon the Pan- 
dava divisions. 
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6, The fierce Panchalas urged on their 
traps saying “' There is Drona, thgre is Dro- 


na," whilst your sons urged on te Kurus, 
saying, ‘Let not Drona be slain’, , 
7. Then one side saying “Fal pon Dronay 


fali ypon Drona,” and the other side saying» 
“Let not Drona be slain,” a game of dice 
seemed to be played between the Kurus and 
wk Pandavas, in’ which ,Drona was the 
stake, 


8, Dhristadyumna, the Panchala prince, 
proceeded to those spots wheresoever Drona 
sought to assail the car divisions of the 
Panchalas. 


g. Thus during that sanguinary engage- 
ment in whych no rule for selection of anta- 
gonists was followed, heroes encountered 
heroes, uttering aloud their respective war- 
cries. 


lo. The Pandavas then became incap- 
able of being shaken by their enemies, 
whilst they themselves, keeping alive the 
memory of all the wrongs they had to suffer, 
made the ranks of their foes tremble with 
fear before th€m. | 


11, Then in that fierce fight, the natural- 
ly modest Pandava warriors, under the influ- 
ence of aniffiosity and urged on by their 
energy, rushed to battle reckless of their lives 
and desirous of slaying Drona. 


12,¢ When those heroes of immeasurable 
energy played in that battle, as if ina game 
of dice, staking their very lives, there 
seemed to be a collision of iron against ada- 
mant. 


13. Even the oldest men could not re- 
collect, O monarch, of having seen or heard 
of such a battle before. 


14. Inthat battle distinguished by the 
slaughgr of heroes, the earth seemed to 
tremblé, being oppressed with the burden of 
the living oceans that rushed against one 
anoanother, + 


15. The fierce yells uttered by your 
troops, tossed and agitated as they had 
been, filling the very heavens, seemed to 
penetrate even to the heart of the army of 
the Ajatasatru Yudhisthira, 


16. Meanwhile the Pandava hosts’ 
having reached by thousands Drona who’ 
had been coursing through the field of battle 
became shattered and broken with the sharp 
shafts of the latter, 


17. When -those troops were thus being 
crushed by Drona of marvellous achieve- 
menfs* the generalissimo of the Pandava 
hosts himse!f encountered Drona, , 


18. Then we beheld the marvellous 
fight betweeti Drona and’ the: Panchata 
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ince, ani my firm conviction is that that 

tle has bo parallel. 

19. Thek like fire burning down houses, 
Nila resembling a veritable fie, of which the 
arrows were the scintilations, the bow the 
flames, began to consume the Kuru army, 


ao, Thereat secing Nila comsume the 
troops, the highly D acentig son of Drona, 
who had Jong been desirous of fighting with 
the former, smilingly addressed these sinooth 
words tu him (Nila). 

21. “What do you gain,O Nila, by 
consuming with your arrowy flame so many 
of my common soklers? Fight with me 
single-handed as I am; and waxéng wroth, 
do you strike mejas you can.” : 

22. Then Nila, of a counten- 
ance beautiful hke a full-blown lotus, began 
to pierce with his arrows him whose body 
resembled a cluster of lotuses and whose 
eyes resembled lotus-petals, 

23. Thus pierced deeply by him, Drona’s 
son, with ten whetted and broad-headed 
arrows, cut off the bow, thé standard, and 
the umbrella of his adversary. 

24. Then jumping down froth his car, 
Nila, armed with an excellent sword and 
buckler, desired to sever from Aswathaman’s 
trunk his head, like a bird (bearing away its 
prey in its clutches), 

25. Thereat, O sinless one, Drona's son 
with a broad-headed shaft smilingly severed 
from Nila’s trunk his head graced witha 
fine nose and decked with ear-rings, and 
resting on elevated shoulders. 

26, Then Nila, whose countenance re- 
sembled in splendour the full moon, whose 
eyes were like petals of lotuses,whose stature 
was tall, whose complexion was like that of 
the lotus, thus slain, fell down on the 
earth, as 
27. After Nila of furious energy had been 
thus slain by the preceptor’s son, the host of 
the Pandavas, was greatly agitated with 
grief. 

28. Then, O sire, all the mighty car- 
warriors of the Pandava host arse to 
think, ‘‘How indeed, would the son of Va- 
sava (Arjuna) be able to save us from our 

oes, * 

29. When that heroic and mighty war- 
rior is engaged in the southern part of the 
field in crushing the enemies’ troops, and in 
staughtering the rethnant of the Samsaptaka 
and the Narayana troops.’” 


Thus ends thé thirty-first chatjer, the 
alan aor of Nrla, 7 the padres at Bem 
of tha Drona Parva. 


meee 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Vrikodara could not tolerate that 
slaughter of his own troops. He therefore, 
wounded Vathika with sixty, and Karna 
with ten shafts, 


*2. Thereupon Drona, desirous of king 
his life out of him, pierced tum in all his 
vital parts, with whetted shafts of exceeding 
sharpness, all coursing in straight lines. 

3. ,Once more, desirous of giving Bhima 
no resptte, Dronaestuck twenty-six arrows, 
all resembling fire in touch and venomous 
Serpents in fierceness, on the former. ‘Then 
again Karna pierced him with twelve and 
Aswathaman with seven arrows; 


4- King Duryodhana also covered him 
with six arrows. The highly puissant 
Bhimasena also pierced them in return ; 


* 5- He pierced Drona with fifty shafts 
and Karna with ten arrows, and Duryo- 
dhana with twelve and Drona’s son with 
eight swift-coursing arrows. 

*6. Fhen uttering a loud war-cry, he en- 
gaged himself in battle. In that fight in 
which the warriors fought heediess of their 
lives and in which death seemed to be the 
common 1dt of all, 

7- Ajatasatru (Yudhisthira) urged on 
his troops to the rescue of Bhima. Those 
troops then approached Bhimsena of in- 
finite prowess. 


8—g. Then, Yuyudhana and others, 
the twin sons of Madr by Pandu, and 
other car-warriors Headed by Bhima, 


assembled and united together and wrought 
up with rage, all foremost of men, fell u 
Drona's division protected by many fore- 
most archers, desirous of breaking and 
shattering it. 

1” Then that foremost of car-warriors 
namely Drona, received unfiinchingly those 
highly puissant herow cas-wari lors, all 
masters io the art of fighting. 

it. Then your troops, disregarding 
their kingdoms and the fear a death, 
encountered those of the Pandavas. Horse 
soldiers slew horse-soldiers, and car-warrinr¢ 
slew car-warriors. 

12. There were then veritable showers of 
lances and swords; and the battle was fought 

| with battle-axes Dreadful sword-fights pro- 
ducing great carnage were also fought, 


13. The battle was all the more dread- 
ful in consequence of the tremendous rush 
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‘ os _ Drona, Ry ge te the 
est pitdh of fu read a great carna 
aniong the nks o the Chedis. the Paneer 
las, and the Pandavas, by means of arrows 

which he discharged by hundreds. 


4t. Then, O sire, the twang of his bow 
and the slap of his palms were heard in all 
the points of compass,rese hbling the rumble 
of thunder, and inspiring terror into the 
hearts of many a man, 

42. Atthis juncture, the ever-victorious 
Arjuna, having vanquished the numerous 
host of the Samsaptakas, came to the spot 
where Drona had been crushing the Panda- 
va ranks. 


43» Then Phalguna showed Mimself in 
that part of the field, after having vgnquish- 
ed and slain the Sumsaptakas and crossed 
many a lake whose waters were constituted 
by gore and whose mighty eddies were con, 
stituted by the numerous shafts, 


44. Then we beheld the standard, bear- 
ing the emblem of the ape, of that one of il- 
lustrious renown and jequaleto the sun 
in effulgence, shine on that part of the 
field, 

45. Having dried up the Samsaptaka 
ocean with his weapons that constituted his 
rays, that son of Pandu then looking like the 
sun during the Dissolution period at the end 
of ‘ Yuga, began to scorch the Koutava 
ranks. 


46. Like the comet risen at the end of a 
Yuga burning every creature, Arjuna then 
began to blast with the power of his wea- 
pons the Kuru hosts. 


47. Pierced by him with thousands of 
shafts, elephant-riders, horse-soldiers and 
car-warriors, fell down on the earth, with 
hair dishevelled and bodies mangled with 
arrow-wounds. 


48. Some uttered distressful cries, some 
emitted foud roars; others again struck by 
the shafts of Pritha’s son, fell down deprived 
of life, 3 


49. Remembering the duties of a war- 
tior, Arjuna then desisted from. slaying 
those among the hestile warriors who were 
falling or. fallen.or those who turned away 
from the field of battle. 


go. The Kuru warriors then, deprived of 
their cars, and filled with wonder, and with 
their faces turned away from the field of 
battle, beyan to utter cries of “Oh”! and 
‘Alas and called. upon Karna saying “‘O 
Karna, © Karna.” : 


$t. The son of Adhiratha then hearing 


those distressful cries of those who de- 
served his help, proceeded to face Arjuna, 
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saying at the same time, ‘Be not afraid, O 
warriors.” 


52. Then that foremost cf the Bharata 
combatants, that delighter of all the Bharata 
, vis., Karna, that foremost of all con- 
versant with the use of weapons, invoked 
into existence the Agneya weapon, 


53- Dhananjaya however with the net- 
work of arrows woven by himself, repulsed 
the arrowy downpour of that hero (iearna) 
of bright shafts and effulgent bow. 


54. Similarly the son of Adhirath® re- 
pulsed the arrows of Arjuna of blazing en- 
ergy. ‘Thereafter the former repulsing the 
weapons of the latter with his own weapons 
and discharging myriads of shafts, uttered 
loud ro&rs. 


55. Meanwhile Dhristadyumna, Bhima, 
and Satyaki, these mighty car-warriors,hav- 
ing approached Karna, pierced him each 
with three straight-flying arrows, 


56. Thereupon Radha's son, having at 
first resisted Arjuna’s weapons by his ar- 
rowy showers, cut off the bow of those three 
warriors with thr¢e darts. 


57. Then with their bows severed, those 
warriors appeared like seipents without 
venom. ‘Then from their respective cars, 
urling lances at the foe, they uttered loud 
war-cries. 


58. Then those mighty and blazing lan- 
ces hurled with fury by the arms of those 
heroes, coursed swiftly towards Adhira- 
tha’s son, looking like so many (flying) 
snakes. 

59- Severing each of those lances with 


| three swift-coursing arrows and speeding at 


the same time myriads «f shafis at Arjuna 
the highly puissant Karna ut:ered a loud 
roar. : 

60. Then Arjuna also piercing Radha’s 
son with seven swift-flying arrows, slew the 
younger brothers of Karua with three shafts 
of great sharpness. 

41. Thereafter Pritha’s son having slain 
Satrunjaya also with six straight-going ar- 
rows, speedily deprived Vitapa of his head 
with lances, as the latter stood on his cha- 
riot. 

62. Thus those three uterine brothers of 
Suta’s son were slain by the single-handed 
diadem-decked Arjuna even before the very 
eyés of all the Dhartarastras. 

63. Then like a second son of Vinata, 
Bhima jumping down from his chariot, slew 
with his sword of excellent make five and 
ten warriors of Karna’s party. 

Then once riore ascending his car 
and taking up a bow he pierced Karna 


58. 


with ten and his horses and charioteer with ) 


five shaits. ae 

65. Dhrishtadyumna also grasping: an 
excellent sword and an effiigent .buckler, 
slew Chandravarman.and Vrihatkshatra the 
ruler of the Nishadhas. 


66. Thereafter mounting on his chariot 
and taking up a bow, the prince of the Pan- 
chalas pierced Karna with seventy-three 
shafts uttering loud shouts all the while. 


67. The grandson of Sini, of splendour 
equal & that of Indra himself, also grasping 
afresh bow pierced the son of Sute with 
sixty-four arrows and uttered a toar like that- 
of a lion. 

63. Then with two well-directed brpad- 
headed shafts he burst opea Karna’s® bow ; 
and once more he pierced Karna on the 
arms and breast with three shafts. 


69. Uhereupon king Duryodhana, Drona, 
and Jayadrathe, with a combined effort, 
rescued Radha's son wno had _ been sinking 
in the ogean of Satyaki. 

qo. Then hundreds of foot-soldiers, horse- 
men, elephant-riders and car-warriors, all* 
accomplished in smiting, rushed to the res- 
cue of Karna, inspiring terror into the hearts 
of the cnemy. ; 

‘gt. Dhéistadyumna, Bhima, Subhadra's 
son and Arjuna and Nakula and Sahadeva, 
all then protected Satyaki in that conflict. 


*92,- Thus for the destruction of ail the 
bowmen, raged the awful battle between 
your warriérs arid ‘those of the enemy, in 
which everybody fought reckless of his 
life. 

3. , Font-soldiers, car-warricrs, elephant- 
riddrs and horse-men were engaged with 
e)ephant-riders, horsé-men; car-warriors and 
fogt-soldiers ; car-warriors fought with ele. 
phants, infantry and’ .ecavalry; and cars and 
and infantry were engayed with cars and 
elephants. wi 


74. Horses were 
horses, clephants with elephants, ear- 
wacriors with cac-warriors and foot-soldiers 


with tout-soldiers. ' 


73. Tins raged between those high- 
sawed and fearless warrirs, the fierce fight 
maraed by carnage, enhancing the delight 
of the flesh-eating animals and adding to 
the population of Death's domain. 


7%. In that battle many were the car- 
wirriors, elephant-riders and foot-soldiers 
and horse-men that were slain. Elephants 
were crushed by their rivals. Car-warriors 
with weapons held over head, were slain by 
gar-warriors and horse-men by hotse-men 
and large boiics of infantry by infantry, 


seen engaged with | 
| 
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77. Elephants were slain by catwarriors, 


steeds were crushed by excelent Jlephants; 
men ‘were killed by horses; And horses 
ag@in by excellent car-warciors J With theit 


eyes, tongues, and teeth protruding oxt, 


ratd with their armouts: and ornaments 


shattered, many a eréatiire fay on.the earth 
deprived of the vital spark.. 

78. Others, again, of dreadful aspect’ 
being slain by others Armed with variow 
and’ exceifent weapons, fell down-on the 
earth; they then were pressed inside the 
earth being trod upon by elephants and’ 
steeds, and being crushed andj mangled by 
sharp edges of car-wheels.  * 


79. When that dreadful destruction of 
beings went on enhancing the joys of beants 
and birds of prey and cannibals, mighty 
heroes, inflamed with wrath, coursed over 
thee field of battle smiting one another with 
impetuosity. . 

80. When the ranks of both the armies 
were greatly thinned, the combatants, 
with bodies Bespattered with blood, looked 
at one another. t that moment, O ‘Bha- 
rata, the orb of the day disappearing below 
the horizon,@the two armies slowly returned 
to their respective encampments. 


Thus ends the thirty-second chapter. the 
terrile carnage,in the Samsaptaka-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


—_————— 


-CHAPTER XXXUL 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA .) 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Ourselves being at: first broken and 
routed by Arjuna of immeasurable prowess, 
and also the vow of Drona being unfulfilled 
in consequence of Yudhisthira being well 
guarded, y ; 


2. All your warriors, with their armours 
shattered; were therregarded as -vanquish- 
ed. Soiled with dyst and sorely pierced 
with auniety, they began to look askance 
at all the ten quacters of heaven... 

3. Wishdrawing from the field with the 
consent of Bhatadwaja's son,. alter being 
vanquished by thelr adversaries of auerring 
aim, and humiliated by them in the conflict, 

4. ‘hey heard,.as. they retired, the in- 
finite virtues. Of Phalguna extolled by all 
beings, as also of the friendship’of. Keshava 
far Arjuna spoken of by all. aS ona 

§—6. “Thea ‘they passed the night'Tike 
doomed men, jd, adlories ‘and Yn anaioas 
contemplation. At the break of day, kitig 
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Duryodhana depressed at the aggrandise- 
ment of @e enemy, inflamed with rage, 
addressed\ these words, before all those 
warriors tA Drona, out of affection and 
affectionate Qngers, ‘‘O you learned in the 
art of speaking, : 

}. Indubitably, O foretnost of the 
twire-borr ones, you havg taken us to be 
men doomed to be slaughtered for your 
sake, in as much as, to-day gettshg Yudhis- 
thua near you, you did net seize tim, 


8. The enemy whom you would seize 
in battle could not escape you if once you 
get him within sight, even if he be protect- 
ed by the immortals themselves. 


Pleased with me, you aceorded me, 
a boon, but now you seem unwilling. to 
verify your words, Noble men do never 
falsify the hopes of those who are devoted 
to them,” 2 
to. Thus spoken to, Bharadwaja's son 
felt greatly ashamed , then he thus addressed 
the Cee in reply — It behoves you not to 
entertain such an uncharitablg opinion re- 
garding myself, who am,ever striving to 
bring about your good. 
tr. All this universe, with all, the celes- 
tials, Asuras, the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, 
the reptiles and the Rakshasas, is not com- 
tent enough to cunquer that army (of the 
andavas) when it is protected bye the 
diadem-decked Arjuna. 


ta, Except that of the three-eyed Maha- 
deva, whose might can avaud anything 
against that army which number among 
tt Govinda the world’s creator, and have 
Arjuna for its generalissimo ? 

«3. But this, O sire, I tell you truly, and 
this will never be false, that to-day I shall 
slay a mighty hero, the foremost among the 
many car-warriors-of the enemy. 

14. 1 will also form an array that will be 
invulnerable even to the celektials them- 
selves. Do you, by some means or other, 
take Arjuna away from the field. 

ts. Thereis nothing unknown to him, 
porns wean of being achieved by him 
in battle,—he who have acquired all know- 
ledge of warfare from different quarters,” 

16. After a had spdken in the 
above ses gue Jeno host pinata vgtoagget 
ence mor 2 una to 
the Southem part pp Geld. 

“37. Blace a battle be- 
oppenents, the like of 


r] en the ou formed by Drona 
ing, and it ap 
d at, like the mid-, 
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day sun sluning in the meridian and 
scorching the world underneath. 


19. Then, O Bharata, at the command 

of his father's eldest brother, Abhinfan)u 

penetrated, in that battle, mto that iumpeni 

—_ array (of the Kurus) figuring the 
1SCUS, 


20. Having achieved many difficult feats 
and having slain thousands of warriors, 
Subhadra's son encountered six warriors 
simultaneously, 
Dusasana’s son, 


“at. O ruler of earth, O affiicter o®your 
foes, he gave lus life up in battle At the 
death of Abhimanyu we were enraptured 
and the Pandavas were depressed with 
gnef After Subhadra’s son had been slain, 
the troeps were wythdrawn by us, 


Dhbritarastra said :— 

22. Hearing of the death of the youthfu 
son of that foremost of men (Arjuna), my 
heart, O Sanjaya, seems to be split up into 
pieces, 


23 Heartless, indeed, are the duties of 
the Kshatriy as as specified by the law-givers, 
in as much as these duties even enjoina 
hero, desirous of sovereignty, to shoot wea- 
pons at a mere child. 


* 24 Descisbe unto me, O Geavalgana’s 
son, how did so many warriors accomplish- 
ed in the use of weapons, slay that \critable 
child, brought up in luxury, and careering 
(then) datintlessly in the &icld ? 


25- Tell me, O Sanjaya, howin battle 
did the dauntless son of Subhadra, endued 
with immeasurable might sport, having 
penetrated into our car-division, 

Sanjaya said :— 

26. ‘Lhat which you ask me to describe, 
O faremost of kings, ws , the slaughter of 
Subhadra’s son, 1 shall dcscibe sn detail, 
Hear, O king, attentively. 

27. I shall tell you, how that hero played 
amidst us, having penetrated mto our 
ranks, as also how, many trresistible heroes 
can iy with hopes of yictory were afflicted 
by him. 

28 Like the denizens of a wood abound- 
ing tn numerous copses, creep*rs and trees, 
when encompassed by a te:rible forest- 
conflagration, the combatants of your hoat 
were then all seized with panic. 

Thus ends the thirty-therd chapter, the 
consultation for forming the circular array, 
sn the Abhimanyu-badha of the Digns 
Parva. 


At last succumbing to 


CHAPTER XXXIV 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjays said :— 

1. The five Pandava brothers, all of 
fierce deeds in battle, and all incapable of 
being overcome by fatigue as is apparent 
from their achievements, when ai by 
Krishna, could not be vanquished even by 
the celestials, 


2. In righteousness, in deeds, in lineage, 
in intelligence, in renown, in fame and in 
prosperity—in all these virtues, there neither 
was nor is, nor will be, a,person equal to 
Yudhisthira. 


2. King Yudhisthira is constantly in the 
enjoyment of heavenly bliss, in conse- 
quence of his devotion to truth, righteous- 
ness, control of passions, worship of the 
Vipras and such other qualities. 


4. The Destroyer at the end of a Yuga, 
the highly puissant son of Jamadagni, and 
Bhimasena on his car,O Ring, these three 
are held to be equal (in prowess). 


§. OF the wielder of Gandiva ever com- 
petent to fulfl his vows in battle, of that 
son of Pritha, I do see no equal on the 
face of the earth, 


6. Devotion to the elders, secrecy of 
counsels, modesty, self-control, Beauty of 
person and heroism, these six virtues are 
ever present in Nakula. 


7. In knowledge of the Srutis, in gravity, 
in humility, in righteousness, in personal 
beauty and in prowess, the heroic Sahadeva 
equals the two immortals vis, the twin 
Aswinis. 


8. All those illustrious qualities that are 
present mostly in Krishna and in the 

andavas, all those qualities were to be 
scen combined in Abhimanyu, 

9. Abhimanyu was equal to Yudhisthira 
in patience, to Krishna in conduct, to Bhima 
of terrible deeds in his achievements. 

10, He was equal to Dhananjaya in 
beauty of person, prowess, and scriptural 


know'edge ; and to Nakula and Sahadeva 
in hurnilhty. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


11. O Suta, 1 desire to hear in detail 
how the invincible son of Subhadra, ois., 
Abhimanyu was slain in battle, 


Sanjaya said :— 
12, Be 


Bear your 


patient, O “ey monarch. 
unbearable burden of grief. 
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shall speak of the dreadful carna 

i Now hear me atientivfly. 

13. The cireular array, 

was then formed by the precept 

were duly stationed kings, 
tadra hinjself. 


14. At the head of \the array (entrance) 
were stationed a e janes of the 


of. the ‘sun| Then there was 
assembly of . 
15. All of them ewore help one 


to 
another, all owned standards decked with 
gold ; all wore red caiments and all were 
decorated with crimson ornaments. 


16. Al! of them pessetsed crimson flags: 
allahad golden garlands; all were smeared 
with sandal-paste and other perfumed 
unguents, and all of them wore floral 
garlands and fine attires. 


17. Ina serried file, they rushed against 
Krishna's nephew, desirous of fighting with 
him. All of them, firm bowmen, then 
numbered no less than ten thousand strony 
in all. ‘ 


38. Placing geo eg ee ed 
some gran shmana, 

to battle, resolved to share pa another's 
grief, emulating one another in deeds of 
valor, 7 


19. Striving to outvie one anothers 
and intent on one another's good. O fore- 
most of kings, Duryodhana was stationed in 
the very centre of your troops. 


20, The king then was surrounded by 
such mighty warriors as Karna, Dussasana, 
and Kripa. With a white umbrella held 
over his head, he appeared beautiful like 
the king of the celestials. 


2t. Fanned by the moving yak-tails, he 
appeared Ike the sun himself. In the very 
van of those troops was stationed Diona 
the generalissimo of the Kuru hosts. 


22. There also was stationed the hand- 
some rutfer of the Sindhus, immovable like 
the mount Meru itself, By the side of 
the ruler of the Sindbus, headed by 
Aswathaman, 


23. © mighty monarch, your 
thirty sons, ‘all resembling the celestials 
themselves. That gamester, the ruler of 
the Gandharas, Safya and Bhurisravas, 


24. These mighty car-warriors shone 
in the flank of the king of the Sindhus. 
Then raged a compbat between your troops 
and those of the enemy,—tombat, that was 
fierce in the extreme and lating and 
in which the warriors regarded th to be 
their goal. 
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Thus ends the thirty-fourth chapter, 
the construction of ¢ ts We a 
in the Abkimanyu-badha of the Drona 


Parua, 


CHAPTERAXKXYV, 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA}— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, ‘The Parthas then led by Bhimasena 
marched against that invincible array 
of your wlduare protected by the son of 
Bharadwaja. i ° 

2. Then Satyaki, Chekitana, Prishata’s 
son Dhristadyumina,the powerful Kuntvoja, 
the mighty car-warrior Drupada, 

3» Theson of Arjuna, Kshatradharman, 
the puissant Vrihat-kshattra, the ruler of 
the Chedis, Dhristaketu, the .two sons of 
Madri, Gototkacha, 7 

4- YWudhamanyu of great prowess, the 
unvangujshed Sikhandin, the irmepressible 
Uttamonjas, the mighty car-warrior Virata, 

5. The wrathful sons of Droupadi, the 
valiant son of Sisupala, the highly power- 
ful pom and the Srinjayas by theu- 
sands, 


6. These and many others followed by 
their respective clansmen, all accomplished 
in the use of weapons, and invincible in 
battle, rushed with impetuosity at the son 
of Bharadwaja, out of a desire for battling 
with him. 

7. The highly puissant son of Bhara- 
dwaja getting the warriors within reach 
dauntlessly ed them with a mighty 
downpour of arrows. . 

B. Like a mighty wave of watera check- 
ed by an immovable hill or like the swelling 
ocean checked by the banks, those warriors 
of the Pandava army were dashed back 
by Drona. 

9. Afflicted, O king, with the shafts shot 
from Drona’s bow, the Pandavas could not 
stand in front of Bharadwaja’s son. 

10. Then “we behd the wonderful 
stren of Drona’s arms, {is as much as, 
the Panchalas ‘aided by the Srinjayas was 
not able to aseazil him. 


tr. Beh then the infuriate Drona 
rush weords Micon, king Yodhisthira 
upon ‘the diverss measures for 

resisting the former, 


12. At last regarding Drona to be in- 
capable of being checked by any one else, 
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Yudhisthira placed that unbearable and 
heavg burden on the son of Subhadra. 

13. Then bone saggy 2 that of 
hostile heroes, namely, Abhimanyu, who was 
in no way inferior to the son of Vasudeva 
and was supperior to Arjuna himself in 
infiniteness prowess, king Yudhisthira 
said these words :— 


14. “O son, do you so act, that coming 
back, Arjuna may not have reason to re- 
us. The means for breaking the 
circular array, is not known to any one of 

us. < 
1§. O mighty-armed one, either you 
or Arjuna, or Krishna, or Pradyumna, can 
etrate into the circular array. 1 do not 

End a.fifth man to do it. 

Oo 


16. It behoves you, so, O son, 
Abhimanyu, to accord the boon that r 
sires, your uncles, and all these soldiers 
beg of you. 

37. uickly taking up your arms, smite 
duan ue si of irons se that returning 
from the fight with the Saempaptakas 
Dhananaya may not blame us." 

. 


: 2 
Abhimanyu said :— 

18. Desiring victory to my sires, I will 
without delay, penetrate into the middle of 
Drona’s firm and fierce and excellent array 
of troops in this battle. 


19. My father has taught me the way to 

metrate this kind of array. But I do not 
Cow how to come out of the array, if per 
chance some danger overtake me there. 


Yddhisthira said :— 


20. Pierce, 9 foremost of warriors, this 
array, and create «an opening’ for us ta 
penetrate into it. Pursuing the véry track 
you shall create, we will follow you. 


21. Seeing you penetrate the hostil 
ranks, we will follow you, O sire, who are 
equal to Dhananjaya himself in battle, 
protecting you from all sides, 


Bhiina said :— 
22. I will follow you, so also will Dhris- 
dyumna and Satyaki and the Panchalas, 
e Kekayas, the Matsyas, and the Prabha- 
drakas. 


23. When the array will once be pene- 
trated into by you, we will again and again 
destroy it, slaying foremost of the enemie’s 
warriors. 

Abhimanyzu said :— 
24. Ewill break through this invincible 


array of Drona, like an insect under the 
influence of anger enterieg into the flames, 


€s 


as. 1 will dis day achiewe that feat that 
will redound to the good of both the fami- 
lies (of my father and mother), I will do 
what will please my sire and my materual 
uncle. 

26. All creatures will see the enemies' 
host crushed in large bodies by myself, an 
unaided child, 

27. 1 will mot consider myself ta be 
begotten by Partha, or born of Subhadea, if 
to-day, encaunterring me, anybody escapes 
with his life. 

28. If to-day,on a single car 1 cannot 
cus the whole race of the Kshatrryas into 
eight pieces in battle, I will not regard my- 

f as the begotten son of Arjuna. 


Yudhisthira said :— < 

29. May your might, O son of Subhadra, 
increase even as you speak, in asmuch as you 
venture to break through this impenetrable 
array of Drona, 


30. Bring protected by these foremost 
of men, all fierce bowmen possessed of great 
strength, all reseinbhny the Sadhyas, or the 
Rudras othe Marutas, all who equal the 
Vasus, the fires, and the Adityas in prowess. 


Sanjaya said :— 

31. Hearing those words of Yudhisthira, 
Abhimanyu commanded his charioteer say- 
ing Sr int urge, O Sumitra, the steeds 
towards Drona’s divisions.”’ 

Thus ends the thirty-fifth chapter, the 
determination of Abhimanyu, tn the Abhs- 
minyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XXXVI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. ‘Lheson of Subhadra, having heard 
the wards of the intelligent king Yudhisthira 
commanded 41s charioteer to drive his 
chariot against the army of Drona. ‘ 

2. Thus commanded by him with the 
words —Proceed, Proceed—the charioteer, oO 
dang, then ceplied to Abhimanyu.saying ;— 

. “Heavy is the burden, O long-lived 
one, that has to-day been on you by 
the Pandavas. Ascertaining by yeur judg- 
ment as to whether you have the strength to 
bear it or not, you shewld erigage in the 


fight. te 
4, The presepter Drona, ‘by continued 
labours, has acquited the-excelleut weapons, 
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and be is' an adeptin the art of warfare. 
You, on the other hand, have bgen brought 
up in all luxury and are unaccustomed to the 
toils and severities of fight,” s 


Tt 
i $<. Thereupon Abhimanyu,” with a smile, 
replied to his chatioteer saying :—''O 
charioteer, who is indeed this Drona? What 
avails all this vast host of the Kshatriyast ” 


6. I would engage eveh with Indra on 
the back of his elephant Ajiravata, and 
attended by the complete host of the imtmor~ 
tals. I do not care anything for all this 
Kshatriyas to-day. 


7. ‘This host of the enemy is tot com- 
petent to fight even with the sixteenth part 
of mysel®. Getting, Q son of a driver, my 
uncle, the world-conquering Vishnu, 


8. Or my father, for my antagonist in 

battle, 1 will not this day be overcome with 

eterror. ’ ‘thereafter Anhimanyu setting at 
naught those words of his charioteer, 


9~—10, Commanded him say ing -—“Quick- 
ly drive towards tHe division of ‘Drona."’ 
Yhen the ¢haroteer with a heart scarcely 
cheetfu., urged* on his steeds three years 


| of age and decked with caparisons of gold.’ 


Then urged on towards the army of Drona 
by Sumutra, those steeds, 


iu. Endued with great fleetness and. 

qwess, rushed, O king, agaist Lrona 

mself, Beholding Abhimanyi whys ad- 
vance, all the warriors, headed ty Drona, 
of the Kourava host, advanced tu n cect him 
who was onthe other hand followed by the 
Pandavas. 


12, Then like 2 young lion falling upon 
a herd of elephants, the 2 of Aria equal 
to Arjuna in prowess, owning an excellent 
standard.bearing the device of a Karanitkara 
tree, clad in fine coats of mail, fearlessly 
oo against Drona, out of a desire for 

attle, 


13. Fitted with delight, the warriors of 
Drana’s division begafto’strike Abhimanyu 
as he strove to break through their ranks. 
Then for a moment only thére reigned a 
confusion, that resembled the eddy that is 

oduced there where the ‘Ganges stream 

ows 3nta the waters ef the mcean, 


14. Then. as the héroes fought on and 
slew one anothers O king, there com- 


menced @ fell-mell and awful fight. 


15. When : awiul conflict od 
fiercely, the san spisiiee breaki dona 
the enemies’ 


1 entered it even before 
the yery eyes of Doane himself. 
Then large bodies of elephaat-riderss 
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rating into the enemies’ ranks, had 
already began to smite them down. 


17. With\he sound of varioys musical 
instruments, wth shouts and slappings of 
arm-pits and war-cries, with yale leanine 
roars, with cries of Slay, Slay, 


18, With a dreadful and cbafused dia, with 
exclamation of Do not yo, Stop, Come to me, 
with repeated voices saying, Hera am JZ, 
Come &c, 


19. Wath roars of elephants, with the 
tingling of ornaments, with roars of Jaugh- 
ter, ok the clatter of car-wheels and horse- 
lace Melty the earth with all these 
sounds, the Kourava warriors assailed the 
son of Arjuna. 


20. That hero endowed with reat light- 
ness in discharging weapons, end possessed 
of the knowledge of the vital parts of the 
body, swiftly and firmly shooting arrrows 
capable of penetrating into the very vitals, 
began to slaughter those advancing warriors 
of the enemy. 


. 

21. Though thus slaughtéred by diverse 
shafts of exceeding sharpness, and rendered 
quite helpless, yet they, inthat bgttle, fell 
upon Abhimanyu like flights of insects fall- 
mg upon fire. 


22. Thea with their bodies and their 
severed hmbs, Abhimanyu covered the eatth 
heat apriest covering the altace with Kusa- 
glass duritey a Sagat? 


23-26, ‘Then Arjana’s «on quickly lop- 
ped off by thousands the arms ot your war- 
riors , some of these arms were protected 
with gloves made of tguana skin, some held 
bows and shafts, some grasped swords, or 
bucklers or non hooks and reins, some held 
lances and axes, some clutched maces or 
tien ball or spears. Some har in their grasps 
scimitass or Crows or battle-axes some held 
short darts, or shafts or Kampanas , some 
held goads and puge conch-shells, some 
wielded ptked tances and Kachgvrahas, 
‘some had mallets or other kinds bf missiles , 
some had tooses, some heavy clubs, and 
brick-bats. All of these atms again were 
ornamented with bracelets and bangles and 
smeared whh fragrant petiumes and un- 
guents. nt Ay e ? ne 

27. Then‘ covered with those effulgent 
arms all bathed th therimsots flurd, the field, 
O sire Q mighty monarch,’ appeared as if 
strewn over witl) five-headed serpents torn 
tp preces by Garuda. 


2 
38—30 Then Phalguna’sson apread the 
earth with the seveted héads of the enenvy— 
heads graced-with beautiiul noses and count~ 
etances and tresseg ef haw, and without 
btathes, and adorned with ear-rings ; heads 
ftom which blood flowed copiously ahd m 
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which the nether lips were bit in anger ; 
heads that appeared Tike fotuses Severed 
from their stems ow:ng to ther being decked 
with beautiful garlands, and tiaras, and 
turbans, and pearls and gems, and =~ 
to their being possessed of the sptendour 
the sun or the moon; heads that laved with 
fragrant perfumes could speak sweet and 
ny words, when the vilal spark was 
ix them. 


31--33- Then, O Bharata, Arjuna’s son 
caweered in all directions over the geld, 
having shattered with his arrows, cars, 
equipt with all the necessaries of war, and 
logksng hike the vapoury edihces in the air, 
having shafts 1n front and excellent bamboo 
poles, and looking beautiful with standards 
mounted’on them. * Chey were all deprived 
of their Fanghas, axels, periiferries, and 
Dascnas, wheels, standards, and terraces , 
the implements of war i them were ali 
splintered into pieces, the precious clothes 
that covered them w reall blown away and 
warriors on those cars, were slain by thou- 
sands. 


*34—-35-. Then again with arrows of keen 
points and edges he cut down the enemy's 
elephants, with their riders, standards 
fooks, banners, quivers, armours, guths, 
neck-ropes, caparisons, blankets, bells, 
trunks, and also the foot-soldiers that 
guarded those elephants from the back. 


36—39 Numerous steeds of the Vanayu’ 
the Lilly, the Kaimvoja, and the Valltka 
breed with tails, eats, and eyes fixed and 
mouonless, endued with great fleetness, 
well-broken, 1idden by accomplisbed war- 
tiors atinei with swords and spears wore 
seen to be deprived of the fine omaments 
of their heads as also of their fine tatls, they 
were deeply pierced, and lay covering the 
field. Their tongues and their eyes were 
fixed, and their livers and entrails were 
drawn out, their riders had been slain; 
their bells tom, and they enhanced the 
delight of flesh-eating ‘animals. [herr 
armours and other leathc rn fences were cut 
open* and they lay weltering in the urine 
and excreta they themselves had discharged, 
Ihus slanghtering yeur steeds and eleph- 
&nis, Abhimanyu appeared Inghly beauti- 
ful. 


490. Achieving, single-handed, these 
most difficult of feats, hke the incomprehe: - 
sible Vishnu m_ the days of old, Abhimanyu 
crushed your army consistung of three kinds 
of forces, 


4}. Even hike the three-eyed ag of 
infinite prowess crushing the Asura host. 
In that battle, the son of Arjuna having 
achieved feats mcapable of being achieveu 
by the enemy, 
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Began to break through your 


infantry ‘divisions on all sides. ‘Thus then 
beholding the army m with sharp ar- 
rows of the single- soft of Subhadra 


like the army of the Asuras mangled by 
Skanda, your sons looked vacanitly at all che 
ten points of the compass, 

44. Their mouths became hed up; 
their eyes rolled ; their persons coe oars 
with drops of perspiration. nS 
conquer their antagonist, they exerted them- 
selves in flying away from the field. 

45- Desirous of saving their lives, they 
called out one another by their —s 
and family-names. Forsaking on field 
their wounded fathers, sons, brothers, friends 
and relations, they strove to fly a. from 
the field urging the horses and elephants 
that carried 
speed. 

Thus end the thirty-sixth chapter, the 
display of Abhimanyu's prowess, in the 
Abhismanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


— 


CHAPTER KXXVIL 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Conitsnued. 


them to the top of their 


Sanjaya said :— 
t, Lhen beholding his army routed by 
Subhadra's son of immeasurable energy, 
king Duryodhana worked up to the highest 
itch of tury, himself proceeded against the 
ormer. 


2. [hen seeing the king turn back upon 
Subhadra s sun in battle, Drona addressed 
the watsiors saying “Save the king. 


3. The highly putssant Abhimanyu is 
slaying even before our very eyes, every one 
he ts aiming at. Assail him, and be 
not afraid, and rescue the king of the 
Kurus.”" 


4- Thereupon ‘ grateful, mighty and 
friendly warriors, ever attended with Victory 
though imspued with fears, yet surround- 
ed your heroic son in order to rescue 
him. } 


s. Drona and Drona's son, Kripa, Kar- 
na, Kntavarman, and Suvala's son, Vrihad- 
vala, the ruler of the Madras, Bhunt, Bhuri- 
Sfavas, and Sala, 


6. Poutava and Vrishasena, all shooti 
sharp arrows, covered Subhadra's son wit 
thik downpour of arrows. 


7- Then thus — the latter, 
they rescued Duryodhana. - But Arjuna’s 
son did not tolerate this snatching away of 
the monarch from his very mouth. 
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8. Compdéiling those mighty pr-conioes 
with ther horses and charioteer ¢6 turn theit 
faces away from the field of batiJe, by means 
tus atrowy downpour, the sgh of Subha- 
ra sent up aloud war-cry. *¢ 
that war-cry of his, re- 
by. a lion desirous of prey, 
yt army ended by 
with rage, did not 


10. Completely surrounding Abhi- 
manyu with their host of cars, your warriors 
O sire, began to shoot at him myriads of ar- 
rows of diverse description falling in 
thick showers. 

11. But your grandson, with his own 
sharp asrows noel sy all these shafts even 
when the latter were coursing through the 
sky, in return also he pierced your warnors ; 
—r that feat then appeared won- 

jeriui. 


12, Thereupon yeur warriors, excited 
with wrath in consequence of being wounded 
with shafts*of the touch of fire and desirous 
of ra tep Sge uhretreating son of Subhadra, 
surroun him on all sides. 

13. Tfien, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
with his arrows that served the pu of 
banks, Arjuna’s son held in check the 


aggated océan that was then identi- 
fied with the vast number of your 
treops. 


14. None ationg those lieroes, vis., Abhi- 
manyu on one side and all your warriors on 
the other, who were then fighting with and 
slaying one another, turned away from the 
field of battle. 

15. Thus when that awful and terrible 
combat raged fiercely, Dussaha pierced 
Abhimanyu with nine arrows. 

16, Dussasana pierced him with twelve, 
Kripa the 3on of Saradwata with three, Dfo- 
na with seventeen arrows, all resembling so 
many snakes of virulent poison. 

17. Vivinsati pierced him with seventy: 
Kritavarman with seven, Vrihadvala with 
eight and Ashwathamenh with seven ar- 
rows. + 

18. Bhurisravas wounded him with three 
arrows, and the k of the Madras with 
six ring Sakun _—— 
him with a conple of shafts and king Duryo- 
dhana with three. 


19. Abhimanyu, on the other hand, O 
ughty monecch: povend éach of them «ith 
son pn E i > ys air 
a “to 
while with his bow pie iy 
20. Then Abhimanyu, enraged in con- 
sequence of your sons seeking to terrify him 


his 
the 
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displayed his marvellous might that he had 
acquired through lus cultute and prac- 
tices. \ 

at. Then borne by his well-trained steags 
possessed of the fleetness of Garuda or of the 
wind, and perfectly obedient to tha: br hests 
of tim who held their reins, Aohimonyu 
quickly repulsed the heir of Asmaka 


22. Standing before him, the prosperous 
and mighty son of Asmaka, pierced him | 
with ten arrows, $aying allthe wiile, stay | 
stay. 

23. Then with ten arrows Abhimanyu 
smilingly cut down to the earth, his Chariot- 
eer, horses, standards, arms, bow, and 
head. 

24. When the heroic ruler of the Asma- 
kas had thus been slam by the son of Subha 
dra, the whole of a army being, 
completely agitated, touk to flight. 


25. Thereupon Karna, Kripa, Drona, 
Drona's son, the ruler of the Gandharas, 
Cala, Salya Bhurisravas, JXratha; Soma- 
datta, Vivingsati, 


26.  Vrishasena, Susena, Kehundadin, 
Pratardonna, Vrindara, Lalitha, Pravahu,. 
Dirghalachana, 


27. And king Duryodhana, alf excited 
with rage, covered him with a shower of 
arrows. ‘Ihus deeply pierced with 
straight-flying arrows by those mighty buw- 
tmen, Abhimanyu 





28. Sped at Karna an arrow capable of | 
penetratin through his armour and body. 
Chat switt-flying dart piercing through | 
Kaina’s armour and body, { 


29. Entered, O king, the earth, like a | 
snake entering its hele in an ant-hill, Pam 
edto the extreine im consequeyce of that 
deep wound, and over-whelmed with a 
swoon, 


30—~31. 
hill duting an earth-quake. 
other sharp arrows the vahant @bhim inyu 
inflamed with rage, slew Sushena, Usrgha- 
loghana, and Kundavedhitis Thereafter 
Karna pierced him in return, with twenty- 
five long shafts. 


Karna trembled in battle like a 
Then with 


| 

! 

{ 

| 

32. Aswathaman pierced him with twenty, | 
and Kritavarman with seveh arrows, ‘hen | 
that enraged .grandson of Sakra, with his 
body stuck all-over with arrows, 

33. Looked, ashe careered through the 
Torces, Ike the Destroyer himself with noose 
in,band. Then he covered Salya who was 
standing neac him wuh a thi & shower of 
@srows ; 
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34 «And then that mighty~trmed herd 
sent up a loud war-cry, that inspired terror 
into your troops. terced with straight 
arrows capable of penetrating to the vitals 
shot by Abhimanyu accomplished in, all 
weapons, ' 

%. Salya squatted down on the terrace 
of his car, O king, and fainted away, 
holding him thus deeply pierced by the illas- 
trious son of Subhadra, 


36. All the troops began to fly away, 
even before the very eyes of the sgn of 
Bharadwaja. Beholding that mighty-armed 
hera Salya, covered with gold-winged 
shafts, your troops fled like herds of doa 
frightened by the lion. 


37.* «Then Lag, ip: u, extolled by the 

ancestral manes, the cetestrals, and Chara- 

nas and Siddhas, and also by yarious kinds 

of beings inhabiting the earth, with eulogies 

about his heroism and bravery in battle, 

separa’ blazing like fire fed with clarified 
utler. 


Thus ends the thirty-seventh chapter the 
dssplay of Abhimanyn’s prowess, tn the 
Abhimcnyu-badhe of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. What warriors of my army then tried 
to resist the son of Arjuna in batile when 
he was thus crushing my troops with his 
straight-fly ing arrows” 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Hear, O king, of the wonderfrt 
acheivements of the prince (Abhimanyu), 
when he was engaged m breaking throngh 
the car-division protected by Bharadwaj..'s 
son pimself. 


3. Secing Salya the ruler of the Madias 
worsted th battle by Subhadia's son with 
his arrows, his younger brother, mflamed 
with wrath proceeded to battle, showering 
shafts in all directions, 


4~+6. Thereupon thedight-handed son of 
Arjuna, with his arrows, cut off his anta- 
gonist’s head and neck, arms and legs, four 
steeds, umbrella, standard and charioteer ; 
his triple bamboo pole’ fixed to the car, his 
car-terrace, car-wheels, yokes, shafts, 
quivers, car-bottom, his banner, his imple- 
ments of wir with which the car was 
furnished and also the two pera ns engaged 
in prote ting lis car-wheel, No one was 
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then able to discern him (in vonsequence | 20, Mildly, but gradually he gpew fierce, 
of the surltness of lis movement}. Salya’s O king, hke the blazing autumnal Sun 
rather then pierced through hrs ornaments | at the end of the rainy seasons, 

and.atures; fell down dead on the ground; | 41, "Phen like the lustrous prb shooting 


+ 7. Like a nnighty mountain-crest broker | hs rays, he, extited with wrath, shot hun- 
By the overwhelming vehemence uf a temps | dreds of diverse kutds of arrows, al) whetted 


w6h. bles followers-thamwetzed wih paniced | on stone and furmighed with golden wings, 


sa all directions: 

%. Beholdmg that feat achieved b 
Aijuna's son, all creatures were filled wit 
debght and they applauded hum,O Bharata, 
say wig, ' Well-done”’ **Well-dane,”’ ° 

9—10. When Salya’s brother had thus 


W-erviilied, many of hs soldiers, loudly pro- 
Gammibg their ames, places of residence, | 


22, ‘Tren with horse-shoe-headed arrows, 
cad{-tooth-headed shafts, with Vipatas, with 
long shafts with crescent-headed arrows and 
with Anjalikas, that illustrious warrior 


23 Began to nrangle the car-division 
of your army, even before the eyes of 
Bharadwajya’s son ‘Theieupon the army 
affiicted with his shafts turned its face away 


and families, rushed against Arjuna’s son, | from the field of battle. 


beg excued with rage and wrelgifg in | 


thei asivs various kinds of weapons. All 
these wainwois was possessed of great | 
girength), some of them rushed on their 
gat, others on stecds, others on clephants 
and some on fovt. 

11) Waly the whizz of their arrows, with 
the loud clatter of ther car-wheels, with 
war-crie’, with roars, whoops and exclama- 
tions, with legnine roars and cries, 


12. With the twang of their sai as 
and with many other kinds of sound—seek- 
ing to terrify Arjuna’s son, they tushed ag 
lun saying, “You shall not escape us to- 
day with your life, even if it cost us our 
own wes.” 


13 Hearing them thus speak, .he son of 
Subhadra «milingly pierced those with shafts | 
who had smitten him first. } 


+14. Molding diverse kinds of weapons, | 
Il beautiful and swift-going, to the gaze of | 
the peeple, Arjuna's heroic son batil,d with | 
them nildly. | 


15 Then, in no way less than Kisshna,| 
and Arjuna, Abhimanyu begart to display | 
all those weapons he had (receiwed from | 
Vasudeva's son and Arjuna 


36, Setting at naught the heav 
He had drawn upow linwelf, and dismissing | 
all fears away Abhimanyu then seattered | 
Ips atsovs (0 all directions) Na interval 
could then be noted between lis tacing up 
Kod shooting the shafts. t 

23% Only tas bow dinwn to the fullest 
streich could then be seen blazing hike the 
burning disc of the sun inthe autumual sky 


13 ‘Then, O Bharata Fi 
fhe twangs of his bow and the slapping of his | 
ptlms, resenibling she rumble of ruin-clouds ! 
surcharge! with thunder dusing the rainy 

19. Bishful, ynenveous, handsame and: 
devoted to the elders, the son of Subhadta, 
= of respxct for his hero oppdnents 
ught ov with «crows and other weapons, { 


‘burdén | 








there were heard | 


Thys ends the thirty-~erghth chapter, the 
adssplay of Abhimanyu’s, prowess in the 
dbhim inyu-badha of the Diana Parva, 


oe 


CHAPTER XXXIX, 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA )— 


Dhritarastra said -— 


14. Upon hearmg that Subhadra’s son, 
single-handed as he was, held im bay the 
enure army of my son, my heart,O Sanjaya, 
1s simultareously filed wah shame and 
delight 


2 O son of Gavalgam, felate to me in 
detail the fight wih prince Abhimanyu, 
that seems to be much like that between 
Skanda and the Asuras. 


Sanjaya seid — 

3 Yes, 1 wall tell you all about the dread- 
ful carnage. the dreadful Latile tha: was 
fuught between the one and the many. 


4 ‘then mounted upca his car and 


| exerting his best, Ablumanyu bagen to 


shower shifts upon your warrivis, all ru o- 
du-rs of their fos, mouwited on cars ard 


exerting to The best of thair night 


5—6. Roving like a curcle of fire, he 
then struck ys arrows 01 Drona, Karna 
Kupa, ‘2alya, Drona's son, Bhoya, Vilhad 
vala, Duryodhana, Somadasttas son, the 
vatant Saku, and vaiions other kings 
and princes. and diverse kind of troops. 


7. With his excellent weapons slaying 
his foes, the highly puissant son of Subha- 
dra, endued with fierce prergy, was then 
seen,, O Bharata, on all directions, 


8 Beholding thove ferts of Subhadra's 
son of ammeasurable piowesy, yout troops 
trembled repeatcdly. 
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9. Thereupon the highly wise and valiast 
son of Bhat adwaj:, with his eves blooming 
forth in delight, addressing Kripa quickly 
said. 


to. Beholding then Abhimanyu pre 
ficrent in battle he said these words to Kripa, 
O Bharata, thereby sceming to pierce the 
very vitals of your sons, 

@ said :— 

11%. “ Yonder advances the 
of Subhadra at the head of t 
imparting dehght to all lus frends, 
king Yudlusthira, 

12. To Nakula, to Satadeva, to Bhima- 
sena the son of Pandu, to tus friends, reta- 
fives, kinsmen and to all whe are passive 
and neutral spectators. R 

13. Ado not regard any other bowman 
equal to him in fight. If he walls, he can 
annihilate this vast host, but why does hee 
mot wish it 7” 

14. Thereupon hearing thea words of 
Drona that betrayed how delighted he was 
{ at Abhimanyu's, feat ), your son enraged 
with Abhimanyu, smiled looking at Drona. 

15. Thereafter, king Duryodhana ad- 
dressing Karna, king Valiika, Dussasana, 
ahe ruler of the Madras, and many ether 
mighty car-warriors present, said,— 


16. ‘The preceptor of aH venerable 
Kshatriyas, this one foremost of all those 
conversant with Brahma, dees not, out of 
affection, wish to slay the son of Arjuna, 

17. None can escape him in battle, no, not 
even the rete ol himself, £ he comes as 
an antagonist. What then, O friends, shall 
we say of a mortal! I say this forsooth. 


18 He spares the son of Arjuna for he 


onthful son 
Parthas, 
to 


is his pupil. Pupils, their sons and grand- 
sons, are ever dear io the righteous | 
people. 


manyu 1s prizing his valor highly. In- 
deud he is afool* proud of himsell. "Com 
him without delay.” 

20. Thus spoken to, O king, they rush- 
ed apn the son of Subhadra the “Aaah 
ter of the Satwata tace, all inspired with 
wrath and a desire to slay the Jatter, 
before the. very * eyes of Bharadwaja’s 
Bon. 


at. Them that foremost of the Kurus 
148., Dussasana, having heatd the words of 
ioe hana, these words to lum 
s reply .— 


32. “1 tell‘you, 0 mighty monarch, 1 
will slay this one before the very eyes of 
the sons of Pandu, and at the sight of the 
Panchalas themselves, 


| towar 


8 


23. To-day, like the Rahu devouring 
the maker of the day, { will devowr thé 
son af Subhadra.” ‘hen reising hm voice, 
IDussasana once more spoke tu the Kai 
kings thus :— rs 

24. ‘ Hearing that the son of Sibbadrd 
has been slain by me, the two Kecishnas, 
both braggards, will surely go to the region 
of the departed, leaving ilws work! 
animate beings. ' 

25. Then it is evident also, that Kearing 
of the death of these latter, the other sans 
of -Pandu, with all their alles and frignds, 
will give yp thew ies in the course of a 
single day, out of despair. 

26. It seems therefore, that! this one 
enemy of yours bemg slam, all whe rest of: 
them wiktbe destre;ed. Wash me well, @ 
king, even I will slay this yourenemy, =: 

27 Having thus spoken, O kitg, j 
son tdensenk wane wroth and sé 4 
upa lowd war ery, rushed at Subhatite's 
son, covereng him atthe same time with a! 
shower of arrows. e 


2. Then, O subduer of your foes, 


= 
holdiuag your wiatyful son advance coun 
bimself, Abhimanyt wounded him 


with twenty-six arrows of exceeding sharp- 
tiess. 

29. Then like an elephant with its tew- 
se rent, Dussasana ufumate with rage, 
ought on with Abhimanyu the dlustriquy 
son of Subjiadra. 

go. Then those two heroes well-versed dt 
the art of driving cars, fought on descrsbing 
beautiful circles, right and left, with cher 
cars. 

gt. The rombatants then set up a Soud 
din, with the suunds of ther Pandavas 
Mridangas Dundubhis, Krackachas, nughty, 
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1 Anakas, Bherts and Pharjharas, mi 
1g. Thus protected by D Abine | with their war-cries, such as is produced by 


the great reservoir of saline water. 


Thus ends the thirty-ninth chapter, the 
encounter between Dussasmna and Abhi- 
manyt, in the Abhimanyu-badha cf the 
Droka Parva. 


CHAPTER XL. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA}— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya Said:— 
1. Then the highly mntelligent Abhimanys 


with his body mangled with yrrow-woi nds 
smilingly addiesting his antagonist Dus- 
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sasana stationed before him, spoke these 
words. 

2. “Itis tuck that to-day I find 
‘before me Peder warrior of cruel deeds 
and lost righteousness who ever brays 
loudly in his own applause. 

3, In as much as in the midst of the | 
assembly of courteers and at the very 
hearing of king Dhritarastra, ie pierced 
the very virtuous king Yudhisthira with 
harsh words, 

4. And in as much depending on the 
unta’r game at dice and on the skill of 
Sakuni therein, you, intoxicated with joy, 
addressed many wild words to Bhima, 

. Ih consequence of all these acts 
mate sasseemanes of the wrath of all those 
iMustrious heroes, the present fate his over- 
taken you. 'O wicked-minded one, do you 
new reap the fatal fruits of yo robbery 
of other peoples’ possessions, of your wrath- 
ful temperaments, of your hatred for peace, 
of your covetousness, of your ignorance, 
harmfulness and persecution of others, as 
also of depriving my sires, all fierce bow- 
men, of their kingdom, and of your own 
unrighteousness, This day before the eyes 
of all these warriors | will chastise you with 
my arrows. 

8. This day I will free myself from the 
burden of anger | bear against jou, as 
also from the debt I owe to my sires and 
te the angry Krishna, who ever desire 
your death. ' 

6. To-day, O descendant of the Kuru 
race, I will in battle pay off the debt I owe 
to Bhiova ; you shall not this day escape me 
with iif » provided you do not abandon the 


to. Having thus speken, that mighty- 
armed hero, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
fixed on bis bow-string an arrow, endued 
with the effulgence of Yama, Fire, or the 
Windgod, and calculated to bring about 
Dussasana’s death. 


us. Flying towards Dussasana’s breast, 
that er ow pierced Iris shoulder-joint ,up 
to the very bones, hke a snake pieicing into 
an ant hull. 

12, Then again he struck Dussasana 
with twenty-five arrows that resembled fire 
in thew touch, and were’ shot from his bow 
drawn back even to his very ears (i.e. 
fully). 

13. Thus deeply’pierced and pained to 
eacuuena, Ganiinn, squatted an on 
the tetrace of Ins charwt and, O mighty 
monarch, he became uncuuscious in a 
swoon, 


14. Thereupon his chasioteer quickly 
wauiied away from the field the unconscious 
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Dussasana wljo had been sorely afflicted by 
Abhimanyu's arrows. ¢ 


15. The Pandavas, the s of Drou- 
adi, and Visaka and the KekaYas and the 
anchatas, beholding that act of Subhadra's 


} 80M sent up m loud roar like that of a 


lion. 


16. Then filled whh joy, the troops of the 
Pandavss struck wp ttumerous musical ins- 
truments of various description and shape, 
from all sides, 


17- Betolding that feat achieved by 
Subhadra’s son, they were amazed. ‘Theh 
seeing their most implacable and arrogant 
adversary thus worsted, 


18. The five mighty car-warriors, vis., 
the five sons of Droupadi bearing on their 
standards as device the images of Yama, 
Maruta, Indra and the Asuras. 


* 19. As also Satyaki, Chekitana, Dhris- 


tadyumna Sikhandin, the Kekaya brothers, 
Dhristaketu, and the Matsyas, the Pan- 
chalas, and the Srinjayas, 


20. And the Pandavas, were all enrap- 
tured and~-then headed by Yudhisthira, 
they rushed to battle desirous of breaking 
through Drona’s division. 


21. Then there commenced a fierce 
battle between the foe and your troops, all 
unretreating heroes, bent on achieving vic- 
tory. 

22. Thus, O-king, when the awful battle 
raged furiously, Wuryodhana addressing 
Radha's son said these words. 


23, “Behold the heroic Dussasana 
worsted by Abhimanyu—he who had been 
ere now slaying and scorching the fo2 like 
Ure sun himselt, 

24. Yonder rushes the infuriate Pan- 
davas, looking bike so many mighty lions, 
with weapons uplifted, to the rescue of Su- 
bhadra's son.” . 

25. ‘Thereupon inflamed with wrath 
Karna ever bent on doing goed to your son, 
covered theinvincible Abhimenya with many 
sharparrows, 


26. Then asif in contempt, the valiant 
Karna pierced the followers of Subbadra’s 
son in battie with sharp shafts of excellent 
make. 

27. Thereupon the high-souled Abhi- 
manyu, who was longing 60 meet Drona 
himself, quickly , O king, Radha’s 
son with seventy- shafts all 
slone. 

28. Then there was np cat-warrior save 
and except Drona himsell whe could ,have 
checked that grandson of the wielder of 
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the thunderbolt, who had then been | umbrella, standard, charioteer and sleeds 


afflicting the mighty car-watriors sorely. 

29. Thereafter displaying many excell- 
ent weapons, Karna,that most honatired of all 
bowmen, desitous of pian rced Subha- 
dra’s son with hundreds of shafts. 

30. ‘Then that puissant, pupil of Rama, 
that foremost of af men Iaened in the - 
of weapons, began to afflict Abhimanyu w 
soe incapable of belng vanquished by the 
oe. 

31. Thongh thus afflicted with showers 
of weapons hurled by Radha’s son, yet the 
son of Subhadra equal to an immortal, did 
not flinch, 


e 
33. hereafter having cut off the bows 
of warriors, with broud-headed shafts of 
ressed - knots ali whetted on stone, 
Arjuna's son began to afflict Karna in 
return, 

. Then with arrows, shot from his bow 
drawn to # circle, and resembling snakes of 
virulent min touch, Abhimanyu quickly 
cut off na's umbrella, standard, hoises 
an@ charioteer, smiling all the while, 

Then Karna sped at him fiye shafts 
of straight«knots; but the son of Phal- 
guna dauntlessly received all those ar- 
rows, 


35. Then that valiant hero in a moment 


cutting off with a single shaft Karna's 
bow and standard, felled them to the 

ground, : 
36. Seemg Karna im such a plight his 
w with 


younger brother, stretching his 
great force impetuously rushed at Subla 
dra’s son. 

37. At this, the Parthas sent up a loud 
uproar; their followers beat and blew many 
musical instraments ; and they ali applaud- 
ed the sons of Subhadra. 

Thus ends the fortieth chapter, the defeat 
of Karna and Dussasana, tn the Abhiman- 
yurbadha of the Drona Parva. 


ee 


CHAPTER XL1 


(ABHIMAN'YD- BADIA PARVA)— 
tobtinued. 


Sanjaya said :~ 
t. Then that brother of Karna arried 
with a bow and Ching its string repeat- 


nigh: — pane roe those two 


2.' ‘Then as if smiling be pierced the 
invincible Abhimanyu together with his 


with ten sharp arrows. 

3. Then beholding Abhimanyy, who had 
been romans A superhuman feats after 
the manner of his father and grandfather, 
affiicted with those shafts, your wartiors b.- 
came enraptured, 

4 Thereupon Abhimanyu smiled and. 
bending his bow shot a winged shaft that 
lopped off Ins antogonist’s head, and then 
the latter fell down from his chariot. 


§- Then, O monarch, Karna was extrgme- 
ly pained on seeing his brother slain and 
overthrown hike a blossoming Karitthare 
tree thrown down by the wind from the 
mountain top. 

6. Thereafter having compelled Karns 
to wirn back from the field with arrowa 
furnsshed with Kenko feathers, Subhadra’'s 
son quickly assailed other mghty bownien. 

7. Then Abhimanyu possessed of ferce 
energy and great renown, wrought up with 
tage, began to break through the various 
division of cars, elephants, steeds, and 
infantry. 

8. Meanwhile Karna who had been 
affiicted by Abhimanyu with his myriads of 
shafts, fled away from the field of battle, 
beyng borne by fleet steeds. Your army then 
began to give way, 

g- Then when the sky was covered with 
the arrows of Ablumanyu, like thé flights 
of locusts or®huck showers of rain, © king, 
nothing could be distinguished. 


to. Amongst all your warriors thea thus 
slaughtered by Ablimanys with his sharp 
shafts, none stayed on the field, ‘except 
the ruler of the Sind! us, 


11. Thereupon, that foremost of princes 
vis., Subhadra’s son, blowin bis conch fell, 
O foremost of the Bharatas, upon the army 
of the Bharatas. , 


12, Then hke fire set to work on a 
heap of dried grass, consuming the hostile 
ranks, Arjuna’s son tnoved in circles amidst 
the Kburava host. 

13. Breaking through the hostile array, 
hg began to afflict car-wartwrs, cleph- 
ant-riders, horse-men and infantry with his 
great arrows, and thus made the earth 
impassable with headless trunks. 

14. Mangled withthe shafts of excellent 
make, shot from the bew of Subhadra's son, 
the Kouravas fled in fear of théir lives, 
slaying, as they ran, their own partisans 
that happened to meet them. 

15, Those dreadful shafts of tertible 
effects and touch, penetrating throughy -car- 
warriors, elepbanis and horses, siruck on 
the earth's surface. 


#0 


25. Wilt weapons in grasp, with finger- 
ers, with maces in clutch, and with 
Angadas and decked with golden ornaments, 


g@oms were seen to be strewn off the ground. 


17. Arrows and hows and swords and 
and heads with ear-nigs and gur- 
tands were seen on the ground by hundreds. 


18. Strewn over with Upashkaras, Adi- 
shthenas, long poles, and wh shattered 
Akshasas and proken wheels ang yokes, 
thousands ti number, 

1 ith arrows, bows, swords, fallen 
ayacitalbe with backless bows and shafts 
scattered about, 

ao. With the bodes ef slain Kshatriyas, 
horses and elephants, te field of battle nok- 
ing fierce soon became impassable. 


ai. ,Than, as the princes were being 
slaughtered by Abhimanyn, they created a 


the cqwards, by calling one another by 
their wh ; 


a2, 
rafap, filled alfthe points of the compass 
with its echo , the son of Subhadra then 
assailed the Kourava host killing excellent 
car-wartiors, steéds and ejephants. 

24. (Then like fire set to a heap of straw, 
Asjuna’s.son began to consume his foes; 
and be was then seen to stand ia the very 
gentre pf the Bharata troops. 

24. Then surrounded as he was by pur 
troops and covered with dust, we could 
not obtain sight of him, when he, O Bharata, 
gareered through the cardinal and subsidiary 
arrections, 

25- The next moment,O Bharata, we he- 
held him shining like the mid-day sun, and 
wrenching the lives out of elephants, steeds 
and men. 

26. We then beheld, O mighty monarch, 
Abhimanyu affijct his foes. 5 that battle 
that grandson of Vasava wis., Abhimanyu 
Fi to Vasava himself in prowess, shone, 
O-mighty monarch, im the very centre of 
your troops. . 

Thus ends the forty-first chapter, the dis- 
play of Abhimanyn's prowess, in the Abitu- 
Manyy~badha of tha Drona Parva. 


eter 
CHAPTER XLII, 
{(ABIIIMANYU-BAQHA PARVA}— 
Lontsnueds 
Dhritavastra said 


t,’ Rigen that: lerdic! Abbimatiyd, that 
verita o chitl Growght ap 4h great lugury, 


That din, O ‘aremost of the Bha- | 
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proud of the strength of his arms, expert if 
the art of fighting, of noble blood, ready 
to sacrifice his life in battle, 


2. Penetrated into our ranks, borne by 
hts excellent steeds, three years old, was 
there any one else of the army of Yudhis- 
thira, who then followed him ? 


Sanjaya said . 

g. Yudhisthira, ‘Bhimasena Sikhandia, 
Satyaki, the twins Nakula and Shadeva 
Dhristadyumna, Virata, Drupada with tha 
Kekayas, 

—§. Dhristaketh, and the Matsyas, alf 
faces with rage, ¢ashed to beter Thea 
Abbimanyu’s stres accompanied by his ma- 
ternal uncles, all acconephshed ny Slaytig 
their opponents, lormed in battle-array,rush< 
ed, desirous of rescuing him, throwgh tha 


| breach he himself had.created in the enemies’ 
loud pease enhanemg the apprehension of | 


ranks. Seeing those hetoes rush to battle, 
all your warriors tyrned their faces away 
from the field of batlle. 

6. Thereupot beholding the mighty army 
of your san give way, your son-insLawiendus 
e with fierce energy, proceeded to rally 
them, 


‘ct 
y-. Then, @ monarch, Jayadratha the 
royal son of the Smdiry king, checked the 
Parthas backed by ther troops, wher 
they tried, 40 rescue their son (Abhi- 
many ¥)», 


B. That mighty bowmen of great sti} ip 
atchery, we , the son of Vridhakshatra hen 
checked, displaying his celestial Weapons, 
the Pandavas, like anelephant playwig’ ot 
the low-lands, 


Dhritayastra said :— 

g. I consider, OQ Sanjaya, that & he 
burthen was then placed ee the Sing of 
the Sindhus, in as muchas he had to wath~ 
stand the enraged Pandavas desiroys of reav 
cuing their san. 


19, It appearsto te that the Sindhi 
ruler was endowed with wonderful might 
and heroism. Tell nie uf the feats and hera 
ism of that illystrious warrior. 


11. What gifts did he make, or what sa- 
crifice dig he a ish, or what austeritics 
did he ufdergd ‘by vittie of which hé-was’ 
able to tesisf, jee, the enraged 


sons of Pritha 
Sanjaya said :— 

12, Qn the occasinn of the abiyction of 
Proupadi, Jayadratha was humi iated by. 
Bhimasena. Out of a feeling of this j aniline 
tion, the king performed rigid austeriies of 
setunng détsirable bdons. 
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, 3. 
ject’s pleasurable to them, and suffering (pa- 
Fenty) the pangs of hunger and thirst, he 
tortured his body till his swollen veins ape 
peared to view. | 

14. Chaunting the eternal hymns of the 
Vedas, le worshipped the God Sarva (Ma- 
hadeva), Thereupon that iNustrious God, 
ever to jonate towards lis devotees, 
became gracious oa hin. : 

35. ‘Lhe god Idara revealing himself in 
a dream to the sun of the ruler of the Sin- 
dus, addressed hins thus :—"Ask the boon 
you jike; 1am pleased with you, O jaya- 
dratha, what do you desire 7?” ‘ 

3%. Thus spoken to by Sarwa (Maha- 
deva}, Kin Fo yet bowing down to 
~, with i éd palms apd subdued soul, 
said :— 

17. “1 desirethat I may check in battle 
on a single cara id single-handed, the Pan- 
davas, possessed though they are of extras 
orditjary prowess and energy.” This was 
she boon whielt he asked from the god. 

18. Thus addressed, that God of gods, 
spoke unto Jayadratha, in theefollowing 
manner :-—“' O gentle one, 1 atcord you the 


Withhollling his senses from the ob-', dhus. 


4 


| 








7t 


I shall describe aff ‘that’ in de- 
tail. Hear how he fought with'tbe sori#' of 
Pandu. ; : 

2- Excellent steeds of the Sindhu Lreed 
obedient to the behests of the charijoteer, and 
fleet asthe wind itself, carried him to the 
field of battte. : 

3: He rode a chariot duly furnished with 
the implenients of war, and Tooking hke an 
aerial castle. His mighty standard decked 
with the device of an argentine boas, 
appeared highly resplendent. 


4 Wh white umbrellas, with penons, 
and with’ the yak-fails that wete used to 
fav him, with all these emblems of royalty, 
he appeared beautitul like the moon in’ the 
nudst ofemy riad ofstars. ‘ 

5. His iron-made car-fence embossed 
with pearls, diatponds and gold, appeared 
effulgent like the welkin bespangled with the 
luminaries. a 

6. Stretching his mighty bow and ‘shoot 
ing numerous shafts, he filled up the .Koue 
tava array there where Arjuga's Son Vad 
created breaches. , 

7. He wounded Satyaki with three 
atrows, Viikodara with enght, Dhristar 


Leos; save aad except Dhananjaya, Ure son dyumna with sixty and Vuata with teg 


wf Pritha, , 


19. You shai vanquish in battle the other | 


” 


foyr.sons of Pandy,” “So be it” suid Jaya- 


Arata in answer to-whay abe God of gods | Kekayas wah twenty-five, the 


hag said and then awoke from his sleep, 


20. In consequence of having received 
this been and through the vitue, of the 


1 
' 


culesual weapon be possessed, he was coins , 


patent to Cherm the Pandiva bopts, single. 
randed. 

2t. 
the-lyagule,wacriors with fear, fillug at the 
Sauig Lime, Ahy heasts.of yewr igoons with 
Pe ’ ' 

22. fhe Kshatrryas’ then dtholding the 
ki eres Smadbus take upow hingseli the 
wl burden of the anset, rushed with 
deafening war-cries 
udiusthira, 


Thus ends the forty-secand chapter the 


at abe divisions of 


fight, between ayadrathe and thé Panda- 
1S, a, Lye munyu-badhe of tle Drona | 
arva 





CHAPTER XL EI. 


(ABHIMAN¥U-BADHA PARVA}— 
Continued. 


Ravjaya said, 


ie You ask me, O mighty monarch, to | leapt upon the car of Satyaki 


The twang of his bowéstuing inspired | 


| 


and 


8. Drupada with five sharp arrows- and 
Sikhandin with ten. He pierted’ the 
toupadey as 


with three shafts each, ; 


9 ‘shen prercing Yudhisthira with 


| Seventy arrows, he mangled the rest of bis 


amy With a nughty downpogr of arrows ; 
and that teat appeared indeed Woudertyy: 
10, Thereupon, O ‘king, tne highly 
missant son of Dharma  Yudhorthipa}, 
aughing the while, cut df, with a sharp and 
well-tempered arsow the buw the ruler of 


) the Sindhus. 


11. But the Jateer, taking up wihin the 
twinkle of an eye anuthér bow, prerced 
Pritha'‘s son with tenshdfts, and the others 
following him, with three shafts cacit. 


12. Behylding that light-handedness din- 
Slayed by Jayadiatha, Bhona, with three 
broad-headed shalts, once more cyt off and 
felled ty the ground the bow, die standard 
and the umbrella of thy former. 

wie , Taking. up agd stringing apother 
Now" that ‘paoea t lero (Jayadratha) cnt 
down, U sire, tie standaid, the bow, und 
the ‘steeds of Bhima. ; nits 

14. ‘thereupon Bhima with bow 
oak d ins 

a nd 
*a' Won 






en, jumped dowh fron ‘his ¢ 
cau of redbecle the steeds were’ 


Aescribe the prowess of the ruler ef Sim- | leaping upon the top of a hi}. 
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tg The very form of Abhimanyu could 
mot then ‘be discerned, as he careered 
through the field of battle moving in all 
the directions, subsidiary and cardial, 

20 His gaiden coat of maj and he 
buckler and his ornaments and hus arrows 
and bow only were seen by us then. 

21. Then noone was able to cast his 

eson lim (Abhimanyu), when he was 
slaying hostile warriors with Ins arrows, 
Staying in their midst like the very sun in 
the heavens 

Thus ends the forty fourth chapter, the 
rr te of Ablsmanyu’s prowess, Yn the 
Abhimanyu-badhe of the Diona Parra, 





CHAPTER XI V. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1 Then engaged in ce proving the heroes 
of then lives,the son of Arjuncres@nbled the 
Vestroyer of all creatures snatching theu 
hives out of them, at the time of the universal 
annthilation, 


2 Endued with prowess equal to that of | 
Sakra, that grandson of dakra, nimely 
Abhimanyu of infiane might agitating your 
furces, appeared highly beauulul | 

3 ‘Lhen, O foremost of hLings, entering | 
into the very heart of the hostile army, that | 
slayer of those best amon, the Koshitriyas 

' 
/ 








fell upon Satyasrav is like a hesce tyer tall 
ing upon a deer. 


4. When Sityasravas Ind thus been 
pounced upon, the other muglty cu-war- 
tywors, with haste taking up vari wis kinds of 
wexpons, rushed against Abhimanyu 


§ ‘I shall me@t tim first, I shall meet 
hun fir st’—boasting in this way, those fore 
tnost Kshatriyas then encountered Arjunas ! 
son, out of a desire for slaying hin 

6. ‘then beholdingz the divisions of those 
rushing Neshetriyas advance towaids hun 
Abhunanya them, even line a whale 
meeting a shodliof smal] fishes in th® sea. 

7- Just a6 tikers never course back (rom 
the ocean they 8, SO*no one among 
them who dai By, returned ,back wat) 
lus dtte, after haying ecuuntered Abhi- 
<manya. ¢ 

8 Then the atimy began to reel hke a 
boat on the ocean,sovertaken by a nighit 


i and having. its crew afflicted wit 
hrough the violence of the wind, 


Io 








1% 


9 Thereafter the mighty Rukshmaratha, 
a son of the ruler of the Madras, dauntless« 
ly spoke these words, with a view to inspire 
conhdence into the hearts of the panic-struck 
troops. 

10. “O heroes, you need not fear, Abhis 
manyu ts nothing so long as T am here 
For certain, I will capture him alive (tos 
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day).” 
tr, Having thus spoken that highly 
puissant hero tushed upon Abhimanyu, 


borne on a resplendent chariot duly iurutm 
shed with the implements of war. s 


12 Piercing Abhimunyu on the breast 
with thee shafts, he uttered his war cry, 
and then again, he priced him on the 
right and the Kft atms with three sharp 
shafts etch ° 


13 But the son of Phalguna cutting off 
his bow, his right and Ieft arms, and lis 
head graced with beautiful evcs and eye 
brows, soon felled them on the earth 


14 Beholding Rukshmaratha the Wlus« 
trous son of Salya, who had pre mused to 
cipture alive or consume Abhinanyus 
stun by this latter, 

15 Many princely warriors, O king, 
accomplished im smiting down and formia- 
alle im battle, all friends ot Silvas son 
(Rukshmaratha), came upon Abhimanyu, 
with theu stand uds decked with gold,raised 


high 

16 Then those malty car-wartiors 
stretching thew bows huge lke palmyra 
tices covered the son of Argunion all sides 
witit showers ob atirows 


17. Reholding Subhadias hero and 
invincible son encmmien-d singh -handed 
is te was, by many t ave youthful, wate 
punecs endved with skill acqus ed through 
prictice and teaching, 


i8 And also belulimng him covered 
with a shower of are ws (shot by his ad- 
versaues), Dury xthana became highly 
crathed and thaght Abhi nanyu already 
a visyo! of the mansion of Viviswata s son 
(Death) 


19 Wuhin a winks time, all those 
Youthful princes each shooting shup shafts 
of various shapes and furnished with golden 
wings, intercepted the son of Arjuna from 
the view 


2a, Then, O sire, we beheld Abhimaniu’s 
car and driver and his stindird, covered 
aith arrows, asf by Aighes of locusts, 


21 Thereupon like an elephant pierced 
deealy, the sorof Arjuna, de ply pierced 
with those arrows, became inflamed with 
rage, and he then imvoked inte exgtence 
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the Gentharra wetpon and is consequent 
flusions, O Bharata. 


22. ‘Tins weapon was secured by Arjuna 
fromthe Gandharvas Tamvuru and others, 
through his ascetic ansterities. Now Abhi- 
manyu confounded tis foes with that 
weapon 

23 He was then seen, O king, some- 
times as a single individual, sometimes as 
@ hundred and sometimes as a thousind. He 
then moved over the field, displaymg his 

ns, ike acircle of fire. 


24. Then, O king, confounding the 
kings hostile to him wsth the tlusions caused 
by his cir, his coat of mail, and bis weapons, 
he mangled, O king, their bodies in hundred 
preces. 


23¢ The vital breath$ of living creatures 
were “then snatched out of them by lus ar- 
rows, and, O king they reached the other 
world when their bodies fell down on earth 


26 Fhe sun of Phulguna with sharp 
broad-heaced shafts, cut off their bows, 
their steeds, ther charwtcers, ther stan- 
dards and arms with bracelets, and also 
sheir graceful heady 


27. Lice a prove of mango trees, five 

ts old and on the point of bearing fruit, 

ud low by the tempest, those lund: ed pr inges 

were slain and felled by the son of Subla- 
dra. 


28. Boholding those young and delicate 
heroes reared up with all posstMe csre and 
resembling furious snakes Of virulent poison, 
sluin by the single-handed son of Suthadra, 
Du yodhina became filted with fear. 


29. Then beholding his car-warrrors, 
lus elephants, his steels and foot-soldiets, 
smashed, the enraged Duryodhana quickly 
rushed at Abhimanyu. 


30. For a moment only a fierce battle 
raged betwecn them, which virtually re- 
mained unfinished when your son, afflicted 
i laa turned away from the field of 

tthe. 


Thus ends the forty-fifth chapter the 
defeat of Duryodhana,in the Abhimenyu- 
bid ia of the Drona Parra. 





CHAPILER XLVIEL 


(\BHIVANYU-RBADHA4 PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritoristra said -— 

1. What you are saying to me, © Suta, 
about the fierce and awful battle between 
ene and the many, and the victory of that 
high-souled one, 


Se ee 
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H 


2. This story of the prowess of S 


dra’s son 3s ul and nore the tees 
incredible. But 1 do not regard it alto~ 
gether impossible with respect to them whose 
cals :efuge is virtue. 

Alter fra ad been repulsed 
ach attedell mee gee es pens 
was adopted by my war against Subha= 
dra’s son. 

Sanjaya said :— 
4. Their mouths were parched up and 


their eyes began to roll. They perspired 
pase ae her stood erect. Despondsng of 
conquering the enemy, shey exerted their 
best to fly away. 

5 Abandoning thew stain brothers, fa- 
thers, gona, friends, relatrves and binsmen, 
they fled urging their elephants and steeds 
on. 


6 Beholding then the tr thus 
broken, Drona and hie son, and Vrihadvala, 
Kripa, Duryodhana, Karna, [ritavarman, 
and Suvala’s son, 


7. Altthese*warriors excned with rage 
rushed against the invincible son of Subh ie 
dra. I\yen those warriwrs also, O king, 
were almost beat back by jour grandson 
(Abhimany u} 

8 A single warior only,re , Laks'mana, 
brought up in luxury, versed in the ase of 
arrows and weapons, endued with great 
energy, and dauntless through pride and 
youth, rushed against Arjuna’s son, 


9 Preyed upon by anxiety on account 
of his son, his father (Duryodhana) turned 
back, and othe: mighty car-wasriors a'so 
followed Duryodhana’s example. 


to. These watriors all showered arrows 
on him {Abhimanyuy), hke clouds showering 
in torrents rains on mountains; he,in return, 
thouzh single-handed, routed them fike 
the div and confused wind scattering masses 
of clouds, 

t1—12. Then like one infiuriite ele- 

ant meeting another in thé same state, 

nshna’s nephew see 7 grand~ 
son Jakshmana, invineuae, teal per- 
sons] beauty, standing near bis father with 
his bow ready for ase, endagd with hervism, 
brought up in aH fixury wid resembling the 
son nf tRe God of “windih. ‘ 

13. Encountering CAbshmana, that sla 
of hostile rer that aon of Sobhadra, 
was pier on brenst and: the arrive 
with exceediigly starp shafts. 

t4. Wars thet pe gee ree — 
of yours {Abhimansa}, O mighty erage 
pk. wih tage lke a: snake strvok witht 
a rad, addresting yoor other grand¥on 
(lakshmana), tus spoke — 
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43. “Look well on this earth, for you shalt 
fhe,vequired soon to go to anuther world. 4% 
iaxil despatch you to the abode af Death even 
ee very eyes of your ovy-leoking 
nds’’. 


e 

16, Having thas spokert; that slayer of 
hostile heroes, that mighty-armed pa vig, 
Subhadra’s son, topk outed broad-headed 
shaft that resembled w: snake that had 
recently cast sts slough off, 

17 That shaft sped by the force ot his 
arms, cutoff the beautiful head of Laksh- 
mana, graced with ear-tings and a beautiful 
nose and chacming tocks and eye-brows. 


18 Beholding Lakshmana slain, people 
began to wail aloud saying ‘Ol aad ‘Alns.’ 
‘Thereupon at the death of his dear-loved 
son, Duryodhana became inflamed with 
tage. 

19. And then that foremost of the Ksha- 
triyas commanded his other Kshatrrya war- 
mors saying 'Slay him.’ { hereupon Drona, 
oe son, Kripa, Karna, and Vrihadvata, 
an 


zo, Kritavarman the som of Hiridika, 
these six wartiors surrounded Subhadra's 
sun. But the son of Arjuna pieging them 
on shafts, and beating them 
bac 


2t—23. Angrily and with vehemence, fell 
upon the mighty es 

Sindhus. Thereupon the Kalingas, the 
Nishadhas, and the puissant son of [Kratha, 
clad in mail, covered his path wih their 
mighty elephant division. 
that coinmenced between Abhimansu and 
the other watriors was dreadiul ahd fierce to 
the extreme. 


23. Then the son of Arjuna began to 
crush that dyyvision of elephants, like the 
wind that blows in all directions destroying 
masses of clouds in the heaven. 


24. Thereafter Kratba coveréd Arjuna’s 
soni with showers of arrows; meanwhile 
many otfer car-@artiors headed by Drona, 
turning back tothe field of battle, 


25. Rused at Subhadra’s son, dis- 
chai 





Phe battle then | 








oy: 


+ . 
witht the Srutis and endued with wealth o 
weapons and fame was thus slain, alm 
all the remawmg hetoi¢ warriorg tur 
away from the field of bate. 

Thus ends the forty-sixth chapter, the 
shaughter of Kratha’s son, in the Ad~ 
himanya-badhe of the Drona Parva 


—_—— 


CHAPTTR XLVII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritayastra said :— 


1. When that youthful and invincible son 
of Subhadra, ever unretreating in battle, 
penetrating into the ranks ef my troops 
was achieving feats worthy of his ewn 
family, 


2. And when borne by his tlree-year- 
old steeds of great strength and excellent 
breed, he appeared to sail through the skies, 
What heroes of my army then strove to re- 
sist him ? 


Sanjaya sajd:— 


*3. Penetrating into the heart of your 


3 
vision of the ruler of the | troops, Abhimanyu the delighter of the 


Pandavas, with his sharp arrows compelled 
ail the kings to turn their faces away ftom 
the field of battle. 


4 ‘Therenpon Drona, Kripa, Karna the 


| son of Drona, Vriliadvala and Kritavarman 


the son of Huidika, these six car-warnors 
surrounded hun 


5 Beholding avery heavy burden (of 
keeping the rest of the Pandavas at bay) 
placed on the shoulder of the Sindhu king, 
your troops, O mighty monarch, assaued 
Yudhisthira. 


6 Other mighty warriors stretching their 
bows full six cubits somp, covered the 
heroic son of Subhadra witha shower of 
airows. 

7. Then that stayer of héstile heroes, 

amely Subhadra’s son, assailed by means 
of his arrows, all those mighty car-warriors 
all well accomplished in all kinds of learning. 

8. And he then pierced Drona with fifty 
atrows and Vrihadavala with twenty; and 
— with eighty and Krips with 

xty. 

9. The son of Arjuna then pierted 
Ashwathaman with ten shafts farnished with 
wings of gotd, charged with great foree and 
shot from the bow drawn back to the very 
eat. 
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10. Then in the very midst of the hos- 
tile troops, the son of Phagulna pierced 
Karna in one of his ears with an excellent 
barbed arrow, carefully ‘tempefed and 
whetted. 


11. Then having felled Kvipa’s steeds 
and the two supporters of his flanks, Abhi- 
oy pierced him on his breast with ten 
shafts. 


12. Thereafter the valiant Abhimanyu 
slew the warlike Vrindaraka the enhancer 
of the glory of the Kurus, even before the 
vergeeyes of your heroic son. ¥ 


13. Then Drona’sson diuntlessly struca 
Abhumanya with twenty-five short arrows, 
when the latter was occupied in slaying 
the best among his cnemies. 


14, Thereupon, O Sire, Aryuna's son 
pierced Aswathaman in return with whetted 
shafts, before the presence of all the war- 
riors of your army. 

15. ‘Lhen Drona's son having pierced 
Abhimanyu with sixty ferce and resplendent 
shafts of exceeding sharpness could not 
make the latter tremble , and then the latter 
aemayned unmoved like the Mainaka hulls. « 


16, Then that hero of puissant might 
and fierce energy, prerced the son of Drona 
who had been afficting him, with thirty 
seven atrows, all straight-going and furnf- 
shed with wings of gold. 

17. Thereupon Droni desirous of saving 
his son, stuck hundred shafis on Abhi- 
manyu , and Aswathaman also desirous of 
resching his father, pierced him wath sixty 
ahalts, 

18. Karna then pierced Ablumanyu 
with twenty-two broad-leaded shafts, Ki 
tavarman with fourtecn, Vithadvala with 
fifty and Kripa the son of Saradwata with 
ten, . 

19. In return, Abhimanyu pierced each 
of them with ten shafts. Lhen the ruler 
of the Kosalas pierced him on the breast 
with a barbed dart. 


20. Abhimanyu then felled on the ground 
his horses, his standards, his bow and his 
aharioteer, Thereupon deprived of the use 
af his car, the king of the Kosalas grasping 
his sword and shield, S 


a1. Strave to take off the head, graced 
with ear-rings, of Phalguna’s son, from his 
truok. ‘hen the latter, pierced the ruler 
af the Kosalas, by name prince Vrihadyala 
on the breast with arrows, and the latter fell 
down with his breast cleft — ten 
thousand high-souled kings 


22. Uttering abusive languige (against 
Ruryodhana), armed though they were with 
awords aud bows, ‘J liecreafler 


away, 





ving slain | top of his yoice, woth eyes red inrage, 


a 
e 
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Veshadvalain battle, Subhadra’s son career« 
ed thrqugh the field, and paralysea the 
mighty *car-warnors of your army witha 
downpour of arrowy showers. 


© Ties ends ti . 

tye ends tie forty-s:venth chapter, the 
defeat ad death of herent tiara in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the\Drona Parva. 


a 


CHAPTER XLYIIE. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said — 

t Once more did the son of Arjuna 
pierce Marna on his car, with barbed atrows ; 
and then for angering the latter, agaw 
aPierced lim with fitty shafts more. 


2. Thereupon Radha’s son pierced hun 
in return with as many arrows. Covered all 
ove: with arrows,O Bharata, he then looked 
exceedingly beautiful, 


3 Excited with wrath, Ablimanyu 
caused Kat): to be covered over 
streams og blood, the heroic Karna 
appeared heautful being mangled 
shuft-wounds and bathed in blood. 


4- Then both those high-soulea warriors, 
mangled with arrow-wounds ana steeped 
i. blood, appeared like two Kinswkas 
covered with blossoms, 


5. Then Subhadta’s son slew six of 
Karna’s ministers all versed in various 
modes ot warfare, together with therr horses, 
chatioteer, car and standards. 


6. Then Abhimanyu fearlessly pierced 
the rest of the nughty car—warriors im return, 
with ten shafts each ; that feat of his seemed 
exceedingly wonderful... 

7. Thereafter havi slain the son of 
the ruler of the Magadhas with six swift. 
coursing arrows, Abhimanyu felled the 
youthful Aswaketu together with his horses 
and charioteer, 

8. Next slaying witli’ a sharp, horse-shoe- 
headed arrow, he Bhoja prince »of Marti- | 
kavata paying the dovicg of an elephant 
on his banner, the son of Arjuna sent up @ 
tremendous ~cry and began. 4 scalter 
his arrows gry‘allsides, 

9. 2 ie 4on of Drona. pierced 
his faut, un four arrows, - and 
chartotect , one shaft and then he 
pierced Arjuna’s $n with ten arrows. : 

_to. Therealter Krishna's “nephew haying 
pierced Dugsasana’s with texts switt. 


coursing. arrows, spoke words at tlig, 


also 
with 
also 
with 
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at. ‘Your father has fled from the battle 
like a veritable coward. It rs fortunate that 
you know how to fight But to-day you 
shall not escipe me alive.” 


12, Having spoken only these words, 
he hurled athim a Navacha burmslied by 
the forger hunself, 


13. Then leaving alone the son of 
Drona, A:juna’'s san struck Salya with three 
arrows Him Salya pierced tn return with 
nime shafts furnished with velterine feathers, 


14 On the breast, lke one not at all 
afraid That feat appearcd to be highly 
wonderful, fhe son of Arjuna then cuttin y 
off his bow and slaying his two flank sup 
porters, 


. 

15—16, Pierced him with six 1o0n-made 
shafts, and then Silya ascended another 
chariot. Then havays slain Satrunjaya,» 
Chandraketu, Mahamegha, Suvatchasam, 
and Suryyavasa, he pierced the son of 
Suvala. “Souvala then purcing him with 
three arrows, thus addressed Duryodhana — 


» 

17. ‘Let allof us united together, crush 
this one, for, fizhung singly he wut sir 
us all. O hin,y, with the assistance@of Drona 
and Kripa and others, do you think out the 
means ut slaying this one. 

18 Thereafter Vikartina’s son Karna, 
addressing Drona said these words —" Lell 
us the means of lis death, before he slays | 
us all” 


19. Thereupon the fierce bow-man 
Drona replied to them all saymg —*With | 
all your watchfulness, have you been able 
to detect any weakuess in this youthful | 
prince ? 

20. He is carreeing in all directions, yet 
has any of you been alle to find out any 
laches in the prince? Behold the lightness 
of hands of this son of Arjuna, this foremost 
of all men ! 

21. Ia thé cofrse of his car-motion, only 
his bow drawn toa complete circle can be 
seen atrd not his arrows,so swiftly does he let 
then off } 

a2. Intleed Yhis stayer of hostile heroes, 
‘this son of Sdbhadra 1s affording me great 
delight, thoggh with his‘shatts he is afflict- 
ing my limbs, apd confounding my 


cong ee 

£ ‘ 1 ca 

secu the tie of battle, dehghts pad 

arent , ic ssymich as many hty car- 

watiors inflamed w,th sage canuot detect any 
i t weglnesy in him. 


ae , 
¥ I do t diffe 
‘Whe between ) et aed the Gendive 
aba this of great lightness of 
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hands, filling the poims of the compass 
with his mighty shafts,’ 


25. Then once more Karna. afflicted with 
the srrows of Arjuna's sen said to Drona i= 
*Affiicted sore by Ablumanyu, | am staying 
here, only because, as a wairion, 1 should 
stay here. 


26, The fierce and exceedingly dreadful 
darts, corroding like fire of this very furious 
prince are this dey sucking my heart’s 
strength in battle.” 


27. Then softly and witha smiley the 
preceptor replied unto Karna saying :-— 
‘This Abhimanyu is fathful his prowess is 
great and Ins armour is incapable of being 
penetrated into 


28 °* 5 have taught the father of this hero, 
the diverse methods of wearing coats of mail; 
assuredly this subjugator of hostile fortresses, 
knows all those methods of wearing 
armours. 


29 «But exerting vourself carefully, you 
can, with atrows, cut off his bow, his bow- 
string, the rems of lus steeds and ius two 
sypporters of the flanks. 


30 O mighty bow-man, O son of Racha, 
if you are competent, then do all these. 
Then compelling him to turn his face away 
fanm the field, do yeu strike him from 
bchind, 


31. As long as he wields the bow, he ts 
incapable of bemg defeated even by all the 
Gods and fhe Asuras umted together So 
1f you can deprive him of the use of his car 
and Ins bow ” 


32 Then, Vikartana’s son, Karna, 
heaimng those words of the preceptor 
quickly cut off Abhimanyus bow with his 
arrows, when the laticr was light-handedly 
scattering lus shafts. , 


33- ‘Then Kritavarman of the Bhoja 
race, slew his steeds, and Kripa the son of 
Gotama despatched Ins two flank-supporters, 
The rest covered him with arrowy showers, 
when he was deprived of the use of lus bow. 


34 Then these six mighty car-warriors 
with great activity, when activity was go 
necessary, ruthlessly covered that young 
tareless hero who was fighting with them 
single-handedly, with showers of arrows. 


35- Then that handsome hero whose 
car had been rendered useless and whose 
bow had been cut off, grasping Ins sword 
and buckler and remembering he duty, 
jumped up into the sky. 


Exhibiting great prowess and great 
li Arjuna’s son rovedin che air 
like the of the birds, in various 
motions, known as Koriska and others. 
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37. ‘With the eword in his hand he may 
fall upon me,'—thinking thus those mighty 
lowmen with their eyes up-turned and very 
watchlul fer finding Abbimanyu’s weakness, 
beg.in to picrce him. 


38. Then that conqueror of enemies, véa., 
Drona of mighty energy quickly cut off the 
jewel-decked hilt of Abhimanyu's sword. 
with a single shaft furnished wah a horse- 
shoe-head. 


‘Then Radha's son alsa cut off his 
excellent buckler with many sharp arrows. 
Ther®deprived of his sword and his striefd 
he came down from the sky upon the ground, 
with all his limbs intact. Then raising a car- 
wheel, he furiously rushed against Drona. 


40. His person-shining with the dust from 
the car-wheel and himself wielding the car- 
wheel in his upraise) arm, Abhimanyu ap- 

ared highty beautiful, and for a while 
Peitating the son of Vasudeva, he became 
terribly fierce in that battle. 


4h With his robes dyed with the blood 
flowing in profusion (from his wounds), with 
his brow formidabfe in consequence of the 
wrinkles thereon, himself sendidg up loud 
war-crics, that highly powerful 
manyu appeared superbly heautiful staying 
in the midst of those foremost of kings. 

Thus ends the forty-eighth chapter, tht 
Sight of Adhimanyu,in the Abhimanyu- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





“ 


CHAPTER XL. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said — 

1. That delighter of Vishnu’'s sister (Su- 
bhadra), that Atfratha Abhimanyu, then 
furnished with the weapon of Vishnu him-, 
self, looked highly beautiful like a second 
Janarddana on the field of battle. 


2. With theends of his locks blazing in 
the air, with Wet best of weapons raised in 
his hands, his person became difficult of 
being looked at even by the very gods, The, 
rulers of thé earth beholding it, 

3. Avdthe wheel in his hands, became 
seized with anxiety, They then cut it off 
into miuny fragments. Soret that 
mighty car-warrior, the nephew of Krishna 
took up a heavy mace. ; 

4. Then the mighty-armed Abhimanyu 
deprived of his car, his bow, his sword and 
his car-wheel by the enemy, rushed (with 
that mace in his hand) upon Ashwa- 
thaman. cae 


Abhi- | 


HARATA, 


5. Then, O foremost of. kings, Aswa- 
thaman, beholding that upraised‘mace re- 
semble the blazing bolt of heaven, leapt 
off three steps from..the terrace of his 


6. Slayine withyhis mace the horses and: 
the two Hank-supporters jf, Aswathaman, 
the son of Subhadra, with his body covered 
all over with areows loo like a por- 
cupine. j 


7. Then Abhimanyu crashed down on 
the ground Suvala’s son Kalikeya and slew 
seventy-seven of the latter’s followers of the 
Gandhara race. ; : 


8. Next he slew ten car-warriors of the 
clan of Brahma-vasatiya; and then seven 
warriors of the Kekayas and then ten huge 
elephants. 


9. Then he pressed down upon tL® 
} ground the car and horses ‘of -Dussasana’ 
san, Thereupon, O sire, Dussasana’s invin~ 
| cible son excited with rage and upraising 
| his mace, 
to. Rushed against Abhimanyu crying 
i at same time, “Wait” “Wait.” ‘Then those 
| twa heroes with maces upraised, both desi- 
rous of corflpassing one another’s death, 


11. Those two cousins, began to strike 
one another, like the three-eyed (Mahadeva) 
and the Asura Andhaka fighting in the days 
of yore, Then striking one another by. the 
ends of their clubs, they both fell down on 
the ground, : 


12. Like two uprooted standards raised 
in honour of Indra. ‘hen that enhancer af 
the glory of the Kurus namely Dussasana’s 
son rising first, 


13. Smote Subhadra’s son on the crown 
of his head as the latter was rising up. Con- 
founded with the great force of that mace- 
stroke and overpawered;-by the fatigue of 
thefight, . 

14. That slayer of hostile-heroes namely 
Subhadra's son fell down ‘senseless, on the 
ground. ‘Thus,O king, was the one slain by 
many in battle, “0.93 

15. One who grinded (he whole army of 
the Kurus, like bs elephant crashing Sotus=: 
stems. Then that heroic ‘warrior slain by 
the, Kurus; appeared. beautiful like a wild 
elephantsiaii Be the bunter. 





7 : ‘ 
subsided ater has b ‘down 
trée-tops; of like the setting sun 
scorched she Bharata : : 


sre 
aaa 


+ 
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18—19. Or like the moon devoured up by 
the Rahu‘ or like the ovean withits watets 
dried up. Then the mighty car-warriors 
of your army beholding Abhimanyu whose 
countenance wore the splendour of the full 
moon, and whose eyes were black like the 
wings of the raven, lie prostrate on the 
naked earth, uttered repeated lion-like roars 
being filled with great dehght, 


20. Indeed, O king, your warriors were 
transported with delight, while tears rolled 
down from the eyes of the warriors of the 
other host. 

a1. Then beholding that hero tying 
prostrate on the ground fike the moon diop- 
ped from the skies, many creatures an 
rulers of men, on the skies, ultered weeful 
cries saying :— . 

22, “Slain by 
of Dhritarastra’s host headed °) 
single hero is lying on the field 
We hold this to be very unfair.” 

13. When that hero had been slaughitred, 
the earth appeared highly beautiful lixe the 
starry firmament decked wiih the full-moon 
herself. 


the six mighty car-warriors 
Drena, thi 
of battie. 


with arrows furnished with golden wings, 
and inundated with waves of blood. And 
overspreaded with the beautiful heads of 
the herves, adorned with ear-rings, 

25. And precious and variegated head- 
gears, and streamers and chamaras, and 
splendid blankets, and gem-embossed wea- 
pons of good make, 


36. Andthe bright ornaments of cars | 


{ 
24. The earth was then cdvered over 
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slain on the field, the earth assuming an 
awful aspect struck terror into the darts 
of the cowards, : 


32- Beholding Abhimanyu equal to the 
sun or the moon in splendour he dead on 
the field, your troops obtamed great joy 
whilst the Pandavas were highly distressed, 


33- When the young Abhimanyu still 
in his minority was slain, all the troops 
of the Pandavas fled) even before the very 
eyes of the very virtuous king Yudhisthira. 


«34 Then upon the death of Abhimanyu, 
seeing his troops routed, Ajatasatru 
Yudhisthira addressed these words to the 
heroic wanitors of his army .— 


35. ‘his heroic son of Subhadra who 
withoug turning back from the battle has 
been slain by tht enemy, has ascended to 

j} heaven, Stay you all, and do not fear. We 
' shall yet conquer the foc.” 

36. Possessed of great energy and great 
| eflulgence, the virtuous king Yudhisthira 
| that best of all warriors,lumself overwhelnu- 
| 
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ed with priet, tued to console them with 
those woids. 


37- (He went*on) —Having at first slain 
Many hostile princes reseinbling snakes of 
vitulent poison, the son ot Arjuna has 
| followed in then wake. 


38. Having slain (cn thousand car- 
} Warriors, and that mighty car-wairnor 
| namely the ruler of the Kosalas, Abhi- 
Manyu, wqual to krishna and Arjuna, has 
| he aia gene to the manson of Sakra 
; (indra). 


39- Having slain car-warriors, 


} 





steeds, 


and horses and men and elephants, and | fovt solaie:s and elephants by thousand, he 


sharp and well-tempered swords tucking like 
snakes freed from their slough, 


27. And bows, and shattered arrows. 
and darts and scimitars and spears and 


kampanas, and various othes kinds of | 
(offensive and defensive), she ; 


weapons, 
lnoked exceedingly beautiful. 

28. In many places the field of battle 
became impassable heing choked with dead 
and dying steeds bespattered with blood 
all felled by the son of Subhadia, and 
lying with their riders slain: 

29. With; irof gonads, and elephants 
prodigious 4 bills, finished with shields 
and weapons, and with standards lying 
about, crushed with shafts ; , 

go. With ‘excellent chariots ived 
of steeds and charioteers and their 
warriors, lying scat-ered an the field, crush- 
ed by elephan J and looking like agitated 
L) Rte With large bodies of foot soldiers, 
armed with various weapons and lying 


| Was not satiated wth what he achieved in 

| baile. We should pot bewail this 
former of pious deeds , he surely has attain- 

| ed the regions of uphteousness, that men 
acquire by deeds of piety. 


Thus ends the forty-ninth chapter, the 
slaughter of Ab'timanys tu the Abhimanyu- 
badhu of the Drone Varwd. 


—_—— 


CHAPTER L, 


(ABIMANYLU-BADHA PARVA)-- 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thus having slain one of their best 
warriors and having heen afflicted sith 
their shafts and covered with blood, we 
returned to our quarters in the evening. 


2. Gazed at by the foe and nearly sense- 
jess and over powered with fatigue, we then, 


Bo 


Q mighty monarch, slowly teft the field of 
battle. 


3. Then approached that wonderful 
hour, that j ining between the day and the 
night, harbingered by the inauspicious 
yells of the jackals; and the sun then 
H#suming the pale-red tint of the fotus- 
filaments, went down below the horizon, 
having neared the Western hills, 


4 Then the sun robbed the radiance of 
of eur excellent swords, lances, scimitars, 
car-fences, shields and ornaments; and 
Causing the sky and the earth to assume the 
Selt-saine hue, he then betook to his 
favourite shape of fire. 


5 The earth was then covered over 
with motionless carcasses of myriads of 
elephants, all Itfeless, resembling the peaks 
of cloud-clapt hills cleft open by the bol: 
of Heaven, and with their banners and 
oa ts scattered about and ther guides dis- 
lodged from their backs. 


6. The field of batile appeared beauti- 
ful with huge chariots splintered into pieces 
and with their warriors, ditvers, ornaments, 
steeds, standards, streamers crushed, shat- 
tered and torn to pieces, Those cars then, 
O monarch, resembled animate beings de- 
prived-of their vital breaths by the enemy 
with his atrows. 


7. Then the earth assumed a dreadful 
and repulsive aspect, being strewn over 
with namerous horses and their riders all 
lying dead, with precious housings and 
blankets of various kind scattered about, 
and im consequence of the tongues, teeth, 
entrails and eyes of those creatures being 
drawn out of their places, 


8. Men adorned with precious armours, 
ornaments and garments and weapons, 
deprived of life, liy prostrete on the ficld 
With slain horses and elephants and shatter- 
ed chariots, on the naked earth, totally 
helpless, although quite deserving of preci- 
ous blynkets and beds. 

9. Greatly delghted dogs, jickals, and 
crows, 
birds, and wolves and hyenas, and ravens 
aud other’ blood-drinking annnals, and 
various clans of Rakhasas, and large bode: 
of Pisachits, repairing to the field of battle, 


to. Tore open tlhe corpses and 
drank their fat marrow and b and 
then fell upon eating thei flesh. They 
began also to drink the secretions of rotten 
cérpses, while some of the Rakshasas laugh- 
ed termbly and dragged out dead bodies 
by thousands, 


11r—tz2. An awful river like the Vasta- 
rans itself difficult of being tided over, was 
created there by many best of car-warriors. 








and numerous other flesh-eating | 
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| Its waters were formed by the blood of «lain 


creatures. Chariots formed thé rafts tm 
whick to cross; elephants constituted its 
rocks, and the heads of men formed its peb- 
Wes It was maddy with the flesh of sdain 
elephants,’men, and horses, Various kin 
of weapons constipited the garlands floati 
onit, That dreagial current of blood flowe 
through the middle of the field of 
carrying with it living being to the 
abodes of Death. 


13. Drinking and eating fh that stream 
numerous Pisachas ot terrible and repulsive 
aspect rejoiced. Dogs and jackals and 
flesh eating birds, all partaking of the same 
food, arid striking terror into the hearts af 
the living’ creatures held a great feast (on 
its banks). 


14. Then at the advent of night, looking ° 
upon that fierce field of battle that had in- 
"creased largely the population of Deaths 
regions, and that was infested with dancing 
headless trunks of soldiers, they slowly went 
away from it, 


15 Then as,they left if, they saw the 
mighty car-wariior Abhimanyu who resemb- 
led papal vain lying on the held ot battle, 
with precidus ornaments displaced and fal'« 
iny oft, and appearing like a sacrificial fire 
on the alter no Jonget fed by oblations of 
clarified butter, 


Thus ends the fiftreth chapter, the det- 
crtption of the field of battle, in the Abhi- 
munyu-badha of the Drona Parva, 


atthe 
oleful 


—_——. 


CHAPTER LI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Contrnued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

When that hero that leader of a care 
disasion viz., Subhadra's son had been slaw 
in batde, leaving thew cirs and doffin 
their coats af maid and throwing aside 
their bows, all (he Putdavas, ' 
2+ Sat swrounding king Yudhisthira, ' 
They were then braoding upm their grief 


with Cheiy lreargs occupied with the thought 
of the stiri 8f Subhadra, 

3. Thewt upon the death pf bis brother's 
son, the here and mighty car-warrior 
Abbistanyt; “King Yudhisthira began o 
lament totally unmanned by grief. 
Yudhisthira said ~~ 


4. Desirous of doing. an act ‘ 
to @me, he (Abhimanyu rind 6, 
attay cia Droma with the lea 


DRONA 


Vike ‘a lion. penetrating into the midst of a 
herd of kme. , 
& Se Meeting with him ‘ia. Dattle, fierce 
bowmen, endowed with heroism, accom- 
plished in the use of weapons, and if- 
capable of being easily defeated m bate, 
were compelled to turn back. 

 6-"Our iaplacabte ehemy Dussasana 
raving eneountered hit in. battle, was qaick= 
ly compelled by his shafts to retreat, being 
nearly deprived of his senses. > - aig g 


7: Having crossed ‘the ocean:like host 
of Drova’s troops difficult of being defeated, 
that nephew of Krishua was despatclied to 
Death's mansion, upon encountering the 
son of Dussasana, a 


8. Oh, now that Abhimanyyis slain, | 


how shall I look upon Kunti's son” Arjuna 
or upon the auspicious Subhadra bereft 


of tier that.dear-luyed. gon { . , 


ae What meaningless, disjointed and in- 
coherent words shall we have to say to-day 
to both Hrishikesha and Dhananjaya ! 


to, It is myself, desirqus of my awn 
good. and intent on victory, that have done 


this injury to Subhadra, Agjuna and 
Keshava! ; 
It. ‘A covetous man never finds his own 


short-comings; and it is from folly, that 
covetousness proceeds. Desirous of collect- 
ing the honey, I could not see that such a 
fall threatened me. 


\ 12. He who wasa mere boy, and who 
should have bren indulged with good food, 
conveyance, beds and urnaments, alas, even 
such a boy was placed by us.in the thick of 
battle ! : ey 

14. Like a steed of spirited ‘mettle that 
Sacrifices itself ratherthan obey the reins, 
how could that boy of tender years,unskilled 
in the modes of warfare reap good in such 
a perilous situation ? . 

34. Alas, after him, to-day we also shall 
ae telat A a ae field of battle. 

eing Consumed byt ances of grief cast 
by Vibhaiss infldwed with cage, 2 

15. - Arr} na is ‘Ir “fem. povetousness 
intelligent? adit "fotecatings ‘handworne, 
Rewari: . endowed « i i well-developed 
Nios, cespettiul “to. tlie. elders,» heroic, 


" geet ; > 
wisiuble, and/tlevoted to truthy: 
0.46. | The foais:oF tha 





PARVA. usr 


,. 

- 18. That lord gives asstrance.of safety 
to those who seek to be protected. fi their 
enenties, Alas, to-day, we have mot been 
| competént through fears to save ‘the: gon 
' even of that one! eet 
' 19. Surely a great fear has overtaken: 
| the mighty host of the son of Dhritarastra. 
| Filed with. rage at the slaughter of his 
| $on.the son of Pritha (Arjuna) without doubt 
exurpate the Kouravas. 


' 20, It is also evident that the means 
minded Duryodhana, having mean counsel- 
| lots, that destroyer of his own partigaris 
| seeing the destruction of his troops and 
overtaken by grief, shall give up his life. 

{ 


2t. Beholding this son of Indra’s son 
endowed with unequalled energy and prow- 
| ess-fall8n on the! fielt of battle, neither 
victory, nor kingdom, nor immortality, ‘nor 
equality of rank with the celestials, docs 
afford me the least joy.” ; 

Thus ends the fifty-first chapter, the 
lamentations of Yudhisthira, in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva, 








CHAPTERLIL 


»(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


| Sanjaya said :—~ 

t. Thu3 when the son of Kunti, king 
Yudhisthira, was indulging in lamentations, 
there came to him the mighty sage Krishna 
Dwaipayana. 

a. ‘Then having duly worshipped him, 
Yudhisthira resumed his seat; and afflict- 
ed with grief at the death of his brother’s 
son, he then thus addressed the Kishi. 


Yudhisthira said :— 

; 3+ The son of Subhadra has been slain 
in- battle when fighting with many, by 
several fierce bowmen of vicious tendencies, 
who, miglity carc-warciors as they were, sur- 
rounded him on all sides, 

4. That slayer of hostile heroes that son 
wf Subhadva, was a mere child in years 
and in understanding. And he fought in 
battle against overwhelining numbers, i“ 

During the course of the fight I said 
ia Stee “Open a passage for us." Then he 
penetrated into the hostile array, and then 
we could not follew him, prevented by the 
réler of the Sindbus. . 

* live b Ating should 

6, Those who iy pry: Ae exter 


surel ire equal combats. t 
‘eat fgets, fought with AUhimangu was 


an extremely unfair one. | 


$2. 


of grief, and draws tears. of 


oe the branches of knowledge, O 


ply 


4 7 x - 


7. Itis this that burns me with the fire 
sorrow from 
my eyes. Brooding over this thought 1 
can not regain the tranquility of my mind. 


- ” 
Sanjaya said :— 

8. Then the almighty Vyasa address- 
ing Yudhisthira who was thus bewailin 
and was unmanned by the force of his 
grief, spoke the following words, 


Vyasa said:— 

9.0 O Yudhisthira, O son of superior 
wisdom, O. son who are well-learnt in all | 
foremost 
of the Bharatas, people of your stamp are 
never confounded in seasons of calamity. 


10, This hero (Abhimanyu), this” fore- 
most of all male beings, has attained para- 
dise after having slain numerous enemies 
in battle and having achieved many feats 
not at all boy-like, 


11, O Yudhisthira, this law (that created 
being shall die) can not be violated. O 
Bharata, Death takes away all,—Gods, 
Danavas, and Gandharvas, (without excep- 
‘tion), ‘ 

Yudhisthira said :— 

1z. These rulers of earth, all endued 

with great might, are now lying on the 


bare ground of the battle-field being slain 
and deprived of their senses, 


13.. Some of them possessed? strength 
equal to that of ten thousand elephants ; 
sume, on the other hand, possessed the 
impetus and force of the very tempest. 
They have all been slain in battle by beings 
of their species and are all equal now. 


14. I do not see the slayer of these 
created beings in battle, (save one of their 
own class). ‘Chey were possessed of prowess 
and endued with might and energy. 


15. Alas even those who entertained 
in their heart the hope of conquering one 
another in battle, are now lying slain 
deprived of their ‘senses, in spite of, all 
their wisdom. 


15. “he significance of the word ‘Death’ 
has to-day been clearly brought home (too 
our minds), as almost all these rulers of 
earth possessed of fierce prowess, lie 
dead on the field of battle, — 


17. These herees having succumbed to 


a 





their foes, are now lying motionless and 


shorn of their pride. Many pvinces_ in- 
flamed with wrath have fallen: upon the fire 
of their antayonist’s anger, 

18. On this point a a doubt has taken 
possesion of me, namely, whence has the 
word “dead” been derived? Whose offspring. 
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is Death? whence does it come, and why 
does it take away creatures? O*you equal 
to a celestial, grandsire, speak to me 
about all this.— i 


Sanjaya said :— | ch 

19. ‘Phen that. iustrions sage spole 
these comforting words to Yudhisthira, vhe 
son’ of Kunti, who had been questioning 


him in the above manner. 
Vyasa said:~ : 
ao. On this subject, OQ. monarch, an 


; micient story is cited as an example,—story 


that was related to Akampana by Narada, 


21. So far as I know, O king, Akam-, 
pana, while in this world, was also afflicted: 
with the overwheluing and unbearable 
grief cased by his son's death. , 

22, 1 shall vow recount to you the ex~ 
cellent story of the origin of Death. 
Hearing that story you shall be freed from » 
grief and from the bondage of affection, 


23. Listen to me, O Sire, as I goon 
repeating what ancient. story. This story 
is excellent, and’enbances the period of life, 
and kills sorrow and bestows health, ~ : 

24. It “is holy, capable of destroying 
large numbers of foes, and the most aus- 
picious of all auspicious things. — Verily 
this story is like the study or recital of the 
Vedas themselves, ’ 


25. .Itshould, O king, be cvery morning 
listened to by those foremost of the twice- 
borns, who desire to obtain long-lived sons, 
sovereignty and their own welfare. 


26, In the days of yore during the Krita- 
Yuga, O Sire, there lived a certain king by 
name Akampana. Once ona time, on the 
field of battle, amongst his foes, he was on 
the point of succumbing ty his enemies. 

27. Hehadason by name Hari, who. 
was equal to Narayana himself in might ; 
he was comreinaly magne accomplished 
in the use of weapons, intelligent, powerful 
and equal to Sakra in. bauer. unk 

28. Surrounded by countless foes on the 
field of battle, he s usands of shafts. 
at the warriors and elephants that encom-. 
passed him anit a 


» 
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